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Watts 


Figuring  out  what  to  do  next  is  the  incredibly 
difficult  challenge  that  lies  before  us 


But  most  Americans  do  not  yet  know  what  anguish  is.  — James  Baldwin 
By  Barbara  Smith 

May  6, 1992. 

When  the  verdict  came  down  on  Wednesday,  I  was  sitting  with  one  of  my  oldest  friends,  Nellie  McKay,  in  her  kitchen 
in  Madison,  Wise.  I’d  arrived  a  few  hours  earlier  to  visit  and  to  speak  as  a  guest  of  the  Afro-American  Studies 
Department  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  Nellie  teaches. 

When  a  Black  woman  friend  of  Nellie’s  called  with  the  news,  we  turned  on  the  radio  to  listen  to  National  Public 
Radio.  Suddenly  we  were  thrust  into  the  physical  and  emotional  attitudes  of  grief:  shoulders  slumped,  heads  leaning  on 
our  hands,  deep  lines  creasing  our  foreheads,  and  for  me  at  least,  tears  right  behind  my  eyes  and  my  throat  aching  with  a 
scream  I  could  not  let  out. 

After  a  while,  Nellie  switched  off  the  classical  music  that  had  followed  the  news  and  put  on  Bessie  Smith.  “I  can’t  deal 
with  Dvorak  right  now,”  she  said  wryly.  Bessie  sang  “Trouble,  trouble...”  and  I  commented  that  her  blues  were  the  per¬ 
fect  counterpoint  Bessie  knew  that  there ’d  be  days  like  this.  She  just  didn’t  know  that  racism  and  poverty  at  the  end  of 
the  20th  century  would  be  as  violent  and  intractable  as  it  was  when  she  was  alive,  at  the  century’s  beginning. 

I  said  the  Black  people  should  tear  Los  Angeles  up,  that  what  we  needed  was  Watts  II.  As  soon  as  I’d  said  it,  I  felt  the 
weight  of  those  words.  Besides  hating  violence  in  general,  I  realized  that  wishing  for  an  urban  “riot”  was  itself  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  African  Americans’  invisibility  and  powerlessness. 

Watts  II,  however,  was  exactly  what  we  got,  except  that  it  spread  much  further  than  Watts  and  the  “rioters”  were 
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‘Obscenity’ 

crackdown 

Using  obscenity  laws,  U.S. 
Customs  begins  new  tactic  of 
seizing  gay  magazines;  Toronto 
police  raid  a  gay  bookstore 

By  Shawn  Syms 
and  Carria  Wofford 

TORONTO — On  the  night  of  May  2,  over 
500  angry  demonstrators  stopped  traffic  on 
Yonge  St.,  the  main  thoroughfare  in  down¬ 
town  Toronto,  to  protest  obscenity  charges 
laid  against  Toronto’s  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
for  selling  the  Cambridge,  Mass. -based  les¬ 
bian  sex  magazine  Bad  Attitude.  The 
protesters  marched  to  police  headquarters 
shouting  and  carrying  placards  that  read, 
“Cops  Have  Bad  Attitude,”  and  “Lesbian 
Sex  is  Not  Obscene.” 

Two  days  earlier,  plainclothes  officers 
from  the  Joint  Forces  Pomography/Hate 
Literature  section  of  the  Ontario  Provincial 
Police  (OPP)  raided  Glad  Day,  Toronto’s 
only  lesbian  and  gay  bookstore,  and  pressed 
charges  against  the  bookstore  manager  , 
owner  and  corporation  for  selling  “obscene” 
material. 

And  in  a  related  matter  on  the  U.S.  side  of 
the  border,  U.S.  Customs  agents  in  Boston 
appear  to  have  begun  an  anti-gay  crackdown 
for  the  first  time  in  13  years.  On  May  6, 
Customs  agents  at  the  Boston  postal  facility 
seized  25  copies  of  Babalonia,  a  popular 
Italian  gay  magazine  featuring  photograpns 
of  single  male  nudes,  en  route  to  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  in  Boston,  in  a  letter  May  18  to 
Glad  Day,  the  Customs  agents  called  the 
publications  “obscene”  and  a  threat  to  the 
nation  under  the  obscenity  law.  One  month 
earlier.  Customs  agents  in  Boston  used  the 
same  reasoning  to  seize  a  shipment  of  65 
copies  of  a  Spanish  guidebook  and  gay  mag¬ 
azines  destined  for  Glad  Day. 

Glad  Day  Bookshops  in  Boston  and 
Toronto  were  founded  by  Canadian  resident 
Jerald  Moldenhauer  in  1979  and  1970 
respectively.  Moldenhauer  sold  the  Toronto 
bookshop  last  year.  That  both  bookstores  are 
the  targets  of  obscenity  crackdowns  is  con¬ 
sidered  related  only  in  that  they  are  both  gay 
bookstores. 

Anti-gay  customs  agents  hit 
Boston 

The  shipments  seized  by  Customs  en  route 
to  Glad  Day  are  typical  of  the  magazines  and 
books  Glad  Day  has  been  receiving  from 
Italy  and  Spain  for  over  a  decade,  according 
to  manager  John  Mitzel.  There  were  no  pic¬ 
tures  of  sexual  contact,  and  the  strongest 
images  were  photographs  of  single  naked 
men,  some  with  erect  penises. 

The  incidents  represent  the  first  time 
Customs  agents  have  used  the  obscenity  law 
to  seize  gay  publications  headed  for  the 
Boston  bookshop  in  the  bookshop’s  13-year 
history.  The  publications  were  seized  under 
the  obscenity  clause  of  title  19  of  U.S.  Code, 
section  1305,  a  Customs  law  that  proscribes 
the  importation  of  many  things,  including 
weapons  and  drugs  as  well  as  items  consid¬ 
ered  obscene. 

But  the  ACLU’s  Massachusetts  branch, 
the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts 
(CLUM),  contends  that  the  Customs  confis¬ 
cations  violate  both  the  First  Amendment 
(free  speech)  and  the  Fifth  Amendment 
(equal  protection) — because  the  confiscation 
of  gay  books  constitutes  anti-gay  harass¬ 
ment. 

The  first  Customs  interference  occurred 
April  2,  when  U.S.  Customs  seized  Glad 
Day’s  shipment  from  a  Spanish  distributor 
worth  $250  and  containing  copies  of  seven 
magazines  and  the  popular  gay  guidebook, 
Guia  Guide,  which  comprised  the  bulk  of  the 
shipment. 

Late  last  year,  a  British  book  of  lesbian 
erotica.  Love  Bites,  was  seized  by  U.S. 
Customs  en  route  to  Alyson  Publications. 
Customs  released  the  books  after  pressure 
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Quotes  of  the 
week 

“Madonna’s  $60  million  deal  with  Time 
Warner  makes  her  the  highest-paid  woman 
in  pop,  a  fabulously  wealthy  businessperson 
whose  rise  from  the  bottom  has  been  marked 
by  hard  work,  self-determination,  and 
shrewd,  strong-as-steel  leadership.  Are  we 
missing  something,  or  does  this  mean  she’s 
exactly  as  qualified  to  be  president  as  H. 

Ross  Perot?” 

— A  May  6  Village  Voice  "Rockbeat"  col¬ 
umn.  Madonna’s  brother  Christopher 
Ciccone,  who  created  the  Blond  Ambition 
Tour  stage,  announced  May  1  that  he  will 
design  the  stage  for  the  1993  National 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian,  Gay  and 
Bi  Equal  Rights  and  Liberation. 

“I’m  confident  that  Alyson  Publications 
can  do  quite  well  without  my  presence....  I 
only  hope  that  it  won’t  do  embarrassingly 
well." 

— Sasha  Alyson,  creator  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  publishing  company  Alyson 
Publications,  announcing  he  is  stepping 
down  to  pursue  AIDS-related  activities. 

Progressive  gay 
magazine  folds 

TORONTO — After  eight  years  as 
Canada’s  lesbian  and  gay  progressive  voice. 
Rites  magazine  announced  it  has  ceased  pub¬ 
lication.  The  last  issue  published  was  the 
January/February  1992  issue. 

Founded  in  May  1984  by  an  all-volunteer 
collective.  Rites  promoted  discussion  and 
debate  among  lesbians  and  gay  men  working 
in  progressive  movements  for  social  change. 

A  growing  debt  and  a  dispute  with  a  for¬ 
mer  collective  member  were  among  the  fac¬ 
tors  that  forced  Rites  to  cease  publication. 

Collective  members  say  they  are  proud  of 
Rites’  sex-positive  stance  adn  role  as  a  voice 
for  community  analysis.  Rites  was  one  of  the 
few  lesbian/gay  publications  to  publish 
explicit  lesbian  sexual  imagery.  It  published 
poetry  and  fiction,  as  well  as  news  coverage 
of  the  pro-choice,  anti-censorship  and  AIDS 
activist  movements. 

The  current  collective  members,  Shawn 
Syms  and  Mark  Michaud,  noted  the  hard 
work  and  vision  of  so  many  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  were  involved  over  the  past  eight 
years. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Gay  students  lose 
in  Alabama 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.— Following  a 
heated  battle  between  a  gay  and  lesbian  stu¬ 
dent  group  and  straight  students  over  official 
campus  recognition  and  funding  for  the  gay 
group  at  Auburn  University  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
19,  No.  28  and  No.  35-36),  the  Alabama  leg¬ 
islature  passed  and  the  governor  signed  leg¬ 
islation  prohibiting  gay  student  groups  from 
receiving  public  money  or  using  buildings  at 
state  universities. 

Last  November,  Auburn’s  student  govern¬ 
ment  association  refused  to  grant  a  charter  to 
the  Auburn  Gay  and  Lesbian  Association,  a 
move  school  administrators  overruled.  A  stu¬ 
dent  petition  drive  against  the  gay  group 
gained  21,000  signatures,  prompting  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  file  a  suit  March  23 
asking  the  federal  courts  to  decide  the  mat¬ 
ter.  That  case  is  still  pending,  but  gay 
activists  and  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
representatives  suggested  the  new  law  may 
be  unconstitutional. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

NEA  chief  outed9 
panelists  resign 
over  grants  veto 

WASHINGTON — Queer  Nation/Capitol 
chapter  held  a  press  conference  May  1 5  for¬ 
mally  outing  the  new  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  chair,  Anne  Imelda  Radice,  in 
protest  of  Radice’s  veto  of  two  NEA  grants. 
At  the  same  time,  several  members  of  NEA 
grant  review  panels  across  the  country 
resigned  or  suspended  their  work  in  protest 
of  the  vetoes. 

Arts  foundation  leaders  and  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  artists  alike  had  expressed  fear  when 
Radice  was  appointed  chair  May  1  that  she 
would  radically  censor  arts  projects  through 
the  NEA.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  19.  No.  39-40.) 

Defying  the  recommendations  of  her  peer 
review  panels,  on  May  12  Radice  vetoed 
grants  for  two  projects  that  include  minimal 
sexual  material.  She  cancelled  a  $10,000 
grant  to  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology’s  Visual  Arts  Center  for 
“Corporal  Politics”  that  includes  “genital 


wallpaper”  with  explicit  drawings  and  a 
glass  sculpture  of  enlarged  sperm.  The  other 
denied  application,  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University’s  $10,000  “Anonymity  and 
Identity,”  may  be  cancelled  without  NEA 
money,  according  to  Anderson  Gallery  cura¬ 
tor  Gary  Hill. 

Before  her  appointment  as  chair,  Radice 
was  second-in-command  to  deposed  chair 
John  Frohnmayer,  who  alleges  he  was  fired 
by  Bush  because  of  pressure  from  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  and  arch-conservative  presi¬ 
dential  hopeful  Pat  Buchanan.  In  contrast  to 
Frohnmayer,  Radice  is  a  hardline  right¬ 
winger,  a  former  U.S.  Information  Agency 
official  with  key  links  to  Bush’s  far-right 
conservatives. 

At  Queer  Nation’s  outing,  lesbian  activist 
and  school  teacher  Margaret  Cantrell  coun¬ 
tered  a  “double  standard”  by  mainstream 
reporters  who  have  refused  to  report  on 
Radice’s  lesbianism,  which  is  widely-dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  arts  world.  Queer  Nation’s  Bart 
Church  facetiously  congratulated  the  Bush 
administration  for  its  “affirmative  action”  in 
appointing  a  lesbian  to  a  top  government 
post 

In  a  meeting  with  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  staff,  Radice  stated,  “I 
am  not  homophobic”  and  said  she  is  “hurt” 
when  she  is  accused  of  homophobia,  the 
Task  Force  reported. 

Radice’s  vetoes  were  cheered  by  Helms 
and  other  conservatives.  The  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union’s  Marjorie  Heins  accused 
Radice  of  imposing  “a  Helms  test”  on  NEA 
grants,  and  called  Radice’s  vetoes  “painfully 
reminiscent  of  McCarthyism.” 

— John  Zeh 

Gay  protections 
for  Portland 

PORTLAND,  Maine — On  May  11,  the 
City  Council  here  voted  seven  to  one  in 
favor  of  an  ordinance  to  bar  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  employ¬ 
ment,  housing,  credit  and  public  accomoda¬ 
tions.  The  ordinance  constitutes  the  first  gay 
rights  protections  for  any  city  in  Maine.  It 
was  the  first  time  the  city  had  considered  a 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  measure. 

The  victory  was  quickly  challenged  by 
religious  conservatives,  who  began  a  petition 
drive  May  12  to  introduce  a  referendum  on 
the  ballot  to  repeal  the  ordinance. 

“We  expect  the  refemdum  will  be  on  the 
ballot”  because  only  1500  signatures  are 
needed,  said  Rita  Kissen  of  the  new  Portland 
chapter  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  (PFLAG).  PFLAG  and  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  have  initaited  a  massive  educa¬ 
tion  campaign  against  the  referendum.  They 
hope  to  defeat  the  referendum  and  point  to 
the  “diverse  and  broad”  support  behind  the 
City  Council’s  ordinance,  according  to  Bob 
Gordon,  an  organizer. 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  have  attempted 
unsuccessfully  to  push  a  statewide  gay  rights 
bill  through  the  Maine  legislature  eight  times 
over  the  past  years. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Memo  shows  AIDS 
money  cut 

WASHINGTON — A  leaked  memo  dated 
April  6  from  the  office  of  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Health  Dr.  James  Mason  directs  approval 
of  the  transfer  of  nearly  one  million  dollars 
to  his  office  from  federal  AIDS  programs, 
the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  reported. 

The  text  of  the  memo,  leaked  through  a 
congressional  staff  member  to  the  Campaign 
Fund,  approves  “an  option  to  assess  the 
[AIDS  programs]  for  $900,000  in  FY  1992” 
to  enable  the  National  AIDS  Program  Office 
(NAPO)  to  perform  “...management  func¬ 
tions  on  behalf  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Health.” 

The  transfer  would  remove  $408,000  from 
the  AIDS  research  budget  (carried  out  by  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health),  $200,000  from 
AIDS  prevention  efforts  (carried  out  by  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control)  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  $300,000  from  the  AIDS  prevention 
efforts  of  the  Alcohol,  Drug  and  Mental 
Health  Administration  and  from  the  adminis¬ 
tering  of  funds  to  cities  through  the  the 
Health  Resources  Services  Adminstration. 

The  budget  transfer  was  intended  to  offset 
Congress’  reduction  in  NAPO’s  funding  by 
$1.3  million,  33  percent  down  from  the  1991 
level. 

The  Campaign  Fund’s  AIDS  Research 
Advocate  Terry  Beswick  said  NAPO  is 
widely  considered  by  AIDS  service 
providers  and  activists  to  be  ineffectual  in 
fulfilling  its  mission  of  coordinating  AIDS 
programs  between  agencies  of  the  Public 


Health  Service. 

“Yes  we  want  NAPO  to  be  coordinating 
AIDS  programs,”  Beswick  said,  “but  not 
without  reforming  the  way  NAPO  currently 
operates.  They  are  exerting  absolutely  no 
leadership  whatsoever.” 

The  Senate  passed  report  language  — 
which  does  not  carry  the  force  of  law — May 
5  calling  on  the  Administration  to  reverse  the 
transfer.  The  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee,  which,  according  to  Beswick, 
includes  members  who  feel  “irked”  by  the 
administration’s  undermining  of  their  bud¬ 
geting,  has  called  for  a  hearing  into  the  trans¬ 
fer.  “Unfortunately,”  Beswick  said,  “nothing 
has  happened”  as  of  May  21,  when  GCN 
went  to  press.  — Carrie  Wofford 

Gay  teachers  near 
equal  benefits 

NEW  YORK — A  five-judge  panel  of  the 
New  York  State  Appellate  Division  unani¬ 
mously  ruled  May  13  that  gay  and  lesbian 
teachers  who  seek  health  care  benefits  for 
their  partners  have  a  valid  case  against  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  sent  the  case  back  to 
trial  court  for  a  full  trial.  The  suit,  filed  in 
May  1988  with  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  representing  the  teachers,  claims 
that  the  Board  of  Education’s  policy  of  pro¬ 
viding  health  insurance  only  to  the  families 
of  married  employees,  but  not  those  of 
unmarried  employees,  violates  the  constitu¬ 
tional  and  civil  rights  of  unmarried  employ¬ 
ees. 

The  teachers’  initial  victory  in  Gay 
Teachers  Association  v.  The  New  York  City 
Board  of  Education  represents  the  first  time 
that  an  appellate  court  has  recognized  that 
gay  and  lesbian  employees  may  present  legal 
claims  of  discrimination  when  employment 
benefits  are  denied  to  unmarried  partners, 
whom  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  not  allowed 
to  marry  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefits. 

The  city  of  New  York  claims  that  equal 
employment  benefits  for  lesbian  and  gay 
employees  are  too  costly,  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  no  constitutional  right  to  be 
protected  from  this  type  of  discrimination 
and  that  state  insurance  laws  prohibit  the  city 
from  providing  domestic  partner  health  cov¬ 
erage.  Unless  the  city  appeals  to  New  York’s 
highest  court,  the  case  will  be  transferred 
back  to  the  trial  court  for  a  full  trial.  Three 


years  ago,  the  state’s  highest  court  ruled  that 
a  gay  couple  should  be  considered  a  family 
for  purposes  of  rent-controlled  housing. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Cincinnati  queers 
target  Boy  Scouts 

CINCINNATI — Gay  and  lesbian  activists 
confronted  Boy  Scouts  of  America  (BSA) 
representatives  who  were  attending  their 
national  leadership  conference  at  the  Queen 
City’s  Convention  Center  here  May  15. 
Nearly  30  protesters  distributed  leaflets  and 
shouted  “child  abuse"  at  BSA  representa¬ 
tives  attending  the  group’s  Silver  Buffalo 
Awards  Banquet. 

“Excluding,  expelling  or  threatening  to 
expel  a  child  from  Scouting....  is  uncon¬ 
scionable,”  charged  Scott  MacLarty  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  March  Activists,  Cincinnati’s 
direct  action  group.  Protesters  offered  their 
own  "merit  badge,”  a  “Silver  Chicken” 
badge  to  the  United  Way,  which — except  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  area — has  refused  to 
defund  BSA  despite  BSA’s  violations  of 
United  Way’s  non-discrimination  rules. 

— John  Zeh 

FYI 

•  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
Boston-area  forum.  May  26, 7  p.m.-9  p.m.. 
Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 
Info:  (202)  332-6483. 

•  AIDS  Walks:  From  All  Walks  of  Life, 
Boston,  May  31,  (617)  437-6200;  Walk  for 
Life/Rhode  Island,  May  31,  (401)  831-5595, 
New  York:  May  31,  (212)  807-9255. 

•  First  New  Jersey  Gay  Pride  Parade, 
Saturday,  June  6,  The  Boardwalk,  Asbury 
Park.  Meet  at  noon  at  City  Hall;  rally  2:30 
p.m.  at  the  park.  Info:  Karen  Cybulski  (908) 
469-8285  or  John  Parker  (908)  561-4459. 

•  Regional  conference  of  lesbian  and  gay 
labor  activists,  June  6,  District  Council  37 
headquarters,  New  York.  Info:  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Labor  Coalition,  (212)  815-7575. 

•  Native  American  tribe  headed  by  a 
woman,  the  Mashpee  tribe,  honored  by  the 
Women's  Fund  June  7, 2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.. 
Back  Bay  Hilton.  Info:  (617)  542-5955. 

•  Join  GCN  at  Boston’s  Pride  June  13. 
Info:  (617)  262-3149. 

— Carrie  Woffora 


For  the  Activist  in  You 

National 

•  Demand  that  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  drop  their  “obscenity”  case  against  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  of  Boston  (see  story,  page  3).  Call  Asst.  U.S.  Attorney  George  Henderson,  (617) 
223-9403;  McCormack  Building,  Boston,  MA  02109.  (Send  copies  of  letters  to  Glad  Day 
Books,  673  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16.) 

•  Demand  that  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  chief  Anne  Imelda-Radice  not  reject 
funds  for  gay  and  lesbian  art  and  not  undermine  the  NEA’s  peer  review  process.  Write 
Radice  c/o  NEA,  1 100  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20506. 

•  Fight  the  Navy  witchhunt  (see  story,  page  3).  Send  protest  letters  to:  Vice  Admiral 
Stanley  Arthur,  Commander  7th  Fleet,  FPO  AP  96601-6003;  send  copies  to  the  House  and 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committees  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Call  the  Yokosuka 
Navy  Base  to  register  a  complaint:  011-81-468-261-911.  OCCUR,  a  Japanese  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  group  protesting  the  hunts,  can  be  reached  at  fax:  011-81-3-3229-7880.  Send  sup¬ 
portive  letters:  AZSA  Larry  Woods,  CSAY  TPU  PFC  473,  Box  29F,  FPO  AP  96349-2800; 
send  donations  to  Miriam  Ben-Shalom,  1350  N.  37th  PI.  Milwaukee,  WI  53208. 

If  you  know  anyone  stationed  at  the  commands  involved  or  can  supply  info.,  please  call 
Jim  Woodward  (619)  267-6664.  Former  or  current  NIS/CID/OSI  investigators  are  also 
needed  for  info,  on  witchhunt  techniques.  Call  Michelle  Benecke,  (617)  628-3823. 

•  Urge  your  congresspeople  to  support  DC’s  new  Domestic  Partners  law.  The  House 
will  hold  hearings  June  4  on  the  Holloway  Resolution,  which  would  overturn  the  law. 
House  of  Reps.:  (202)  224-3121.  Info:  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund,  (202)  628-4160. 

•  Join  Oregonians  as  they  march  150  miles  over  two  weeks  from  Eugene  to  Portland  in 
response  to  the  conservative  initiatives  to  classify  homosexuality  as  “abnormal  and  wrong” 
and  deny  all  gay  rights.  Info:  For  Love  and  Justice,  c/o  the  Lesbian  Community  Project, 
(503)  321-5184;  Campaign  for  a  Hate-Free  Oregon,  (503)  232-4501;  Right  to  Privacy, 
(503)  228-5825. 

•  Lobby  your  congresspeople  for  AIDS  and  gay  and  lesbian  rights  during  the  month  of 
June.  Info:  NGLTF,  (202)  332-6483. 

•  Fight  for  the  rights  of  political  prisoners:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  the  only  political  pris¬ 
oner  on  death  row.  Abu-Jamal  was  a  progressive  journalist  who  covered  the  Philadelphia 
police  bombing  of  the  MOVE  house  and  the  subsequent  trials.  In  1982,  he  was  convicted 
by  a  nearly  all-white  jury  (with  1 1  black  jurors  excluded  preemptorily)  for  the  murder  of  a 
police  officer,  despite  evidence  that  he  was  innocent  and  was  set  up  by  false  witnesses. 
(Testimony  was  that  a  5’5”  tall  Black  man  with  a  large  Afro  was  responsible  for  the  mur¬ 
der;  Abu-Jamal  is  6’2”  with  dreadlocks.)  His  affiliations  with  MOVE  and  the  Black  . 
Panther  Party  were  used  in  the  trial.  He  has  been  denied  all  appeals  in  state  and  federal 
courts.  Urge  Penn.  Gov.  Robert  Casey  to  sign  a  warrant  to  halt  the  execution.  Write  Casey 
c/o  Main  Capitol  Building,  Room  225,  Harrisburg,  PA  16652.  Send  money  for  legal 
defense  to:  Black  United  Fund.  419  S.  15th  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19146;  (215)  732-9266. 

New  England 

•  Join  the  picket  line  outside  Amsterdam’s  Restaurant,  every  day,  noon  to  9  p.m..  Park 
Plaza  Hotel,  Arlington  Street  subway  stop,  Boston.  Protest  outrageous  racism  and  sexism 
in  hiring  and  salary  practices  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  37-38).  Call  the  Amsterdam 
/Arlington  Management  Co.  to  protest :  (617)  426-1  111.  Info:  Community  Justice 
Committee,  (617)  427-8192. 

•  Support  strikers  at  Resthaven  Nursing  Home  in  Mission  Hill,  Boston.  Resthaven  is  cut¬ 
ting  back  on  grievance  rights,  slashing  contributions  to  health  and  welfare  fund,  and  taking 
away  workers’  pensions.  Call  Resthaven  administrator  Joanne  Mukerjee,  (617)  738-1500. 
Join  the  picket,  24  hours  a  day,  120  Fisher  Ave.,  Mission  Hill.  Info:  SEIU  Local  285,  (617) 
426-0410. 

Got  activist  news?  Write,  call  or  fax:  (617)  426-2723.  — Carrie  Wofford 
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Activists  fight  Navy 
witchhunt 


San  Francisco  police  blocked  Duboce  Street,  an  approved  march  route  May  8, 
and  then  entrapped  and  arrested  protesters. 


SF  police  chief  fired 
for  anti-gay  acts 

Chief  Richard  Hongisto  allegedly  ordered  the  removal  of  over 
2000  copies  of  a  gay  newspaper  with  an  unflattering  image 
and  story  about  him;  crackdowns  on  peaceful  protesters  May  1 
and  8  also  cited 


By  Rach«l  Tlmoner 

WASHINGTON — In  reaction  to  a  recent 
Navy  “witchhunt"  against  gay  men,  and  in 
protest  against  Department  of  Defense  Policy 
1332.1,  which  prohibits  gay  men,  lesbians 
and  bisexuals  from  serving  in  the  armed 
forces,  a  broad  coalition  of  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  civil  rights  organizations  held  simul¬ 
taneous  bi -coastal  demonstrations  May  10  at 
Treasure  Island  in  San  Francisco,  where  sev¬ 
eral  service  members  have  been  sent  for  dis¬ 
charge  processing,  and  at  the  Pentagon  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Meanwhile,  Rep.  Pat  Schroeder  (D-Colo.) 
and  others  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  introduced  the  first  binding 
Congressional  bill  to  overturn  the  military’s 
ban  on  gay  and  lesbian  service  members. 

Organizers  say  that  in  the  past  two  months 
as  many  as  40  sailors  and  officers  at  the  U.S. 
Navy  base  in  Yokosuka,  Japan  have  been 
drawn  into  a  “witchhunt.”  The  hunt  began 
when  two  sailors  were  caught  having  sex, 
pleaded  guilty  to  “committing  sodomy  and 
indecent  acts,”  were  court-martialed  Feb.  26 
and  were  sentenced  to  four  and  five  months 
respectively  of  hard  labor.  Through  a  plea 
agreement  under  which  their  sentences  were 
reduced,  they  both  fingered  three  other 
sailors  they  said  were  gay,  one  of  whom 
named  15  more  and  was  allegedly  used  as  an 
entrapment  tool.  Three  commanders  and  two 
lieutenants  are  among  those  being  investigat¬ 
ed,  according  to  Jim  Woodward,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  San  Diego  Veterans  Association, 
a  support  group  for  veteran  and  active  duty 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals  that  has 
served  as  a  clearinghouse  for  information. 

Those  named  have  been  threatened  with 
courtmartial  and  dishonorable  discharge  if 
they  don’t  give  the  name*  of  others  who  are 

gay- 

So  far,  1 1  other  sailors  aboard  the  USS 
Blue  Ridge  and  the  USS  Independence,  the 
two  ships  stationed  at  Yokosuka,  have  been 
discharged  for  homosexuality,  and  30  more 
are  under  investigation.  The  investigation 
may  have  spread  to  the  Atsugi  Naval  Air 
Facility  in  Japan  and  to  sailors  who  had  been 


transferred  from  Japan  to  other  bases. 

Some  servicemen  under  investigation  have 
been  subject  to  abuse,  according  to  the 
Military  Freedom  Project,  a  collaborative 
project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund, 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force, 
National  Organization  of  Women  and  several 
other  groups. 

Many  servicemen  have  been  denied  legal 
counsel  and  told  to  waive  their  rights.  Three 
sailors  who  refused  to  cooperate  were  sen¬ 
tenced  to  three  days  of  bread  and  water  at  a 
Captain’s  Mast  and  discharged  on  the  sole 
basis  of  one  man’s  statement,  the  Gay, 
Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Veterans  of  America 
reported.  Two  of  the  sailors  are  African 
American,  and  activists  said  racism  often 
compounds  the  anti-gay  persecution. 

500  discharges  annually 

According  to  the  Chief  of  Naval 
Information,  about  500  officers  and  sailors 
are  discharged  annually  for  being  gay,  with 
women  accounting  for  approximately  one- 
fifth.  Activists  claim  that  more  women  than 
men  are  discharged.  The  military’s  anti-gay 
and  lesbian  ban  has  been  in  place  since  1943. 

A  Pentagon  source,  who  is  gay  and  who 
spoke  on  the  condition  of  anonymity,  told  the 
Washington  Blade,  “We’re  all  looking  over 
our  shoulders.”  He  stressed  that  the  Navy 
only  would  have  reprimanded  a  heterosexual 
couple  caught  having  sex. 

Activists  speak  out 

“Having  lived  through  six  months  of  hell 
in  the  U.S.  Navy  as  they  attempted  to  entrap 
me  for  homosexuality,  I  can  say  that  the 
experience  of  these  sailors  in  Japan  is  truly  a 
tragedy,”  Greg  Scott,  a  gay  activist  who 
spoke  at  the  Pentagon  rally,  said. 

According  to  Allan  Berube,  a  military  his¬ 
torian  and  author  of  Coming  Out  Under  Fire, 
Treasure  Island  has  often  served  as  the  place 
at  which  those  convicted  of  homosexuality 
were  held,  beaten,  threatened  with  execution, 
and  psychologically  harrassed. 

Continued  on  page  7 


By  Rachel  Tlmoner 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Chief  of  Police 
Richard  Hongisto  was  fired  May  15  for 
allegedly  ordering  the  removal  of  more  than 
2000  copies  of  a  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
newspaper,  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Times, 
from  its  racks. 

The  Bay  Times  edition  in  question  featured 
a  composite  photograph  of  Hongisto  holding 
a  police  baton  positioned  to  look  like  a  penis 
and  the  words  “Dick’s  Cool  New  Tool: 
Martial  Law”  on  its  cover.  The  article  was 
highly  critical  of  the  chief’s  recent  crack¬ 
downs  on  peaceful  demonstrations  in  the  city 
following  the  acquittal  of  four  LA  police 
officers  who  beat  Rodney  King. 

Police  investigators  found  2,132  copies  of 
the  paper  in  an  unnamed  police  officer’s 
basement.  The  Bay  Times  said  4000  copies 
were  missing.  The  officer  accused  Hongisto 
of  ordering  the  removal.  Hongisto  denied  he 
ordered  the  removal  of  the  paper,  insisting 
instead  it  was  the  result  of  “a  misunderstand¬ 
ing.”  But  the  police  commission  president. 
Judge  Harry  Low,  said  Hongisto ’s  account 
was  difficult  to  believe.  The  commission 
concluded  that  Hongisto  had  “initiated  a  con¬ 
versation  and  suggested”  to  subordinates  that 
“large  quantities  of  the  newspapers  should  be 
collected,”  according  to  the  Boston  Globe 
and  New  York  Tunes. 

Many  believe  the  police  commission’s 
unanimous  decision  to  fire  Hongisto  in 
response  to  his  alleged  confiscation  of  news¬ 
papers  was  influenced  by  the  much  broader 
controversy  over  the  behavior  of  San 
Francisco  police  over  the  past  two  weeks. 

Police  entrap  protesters 

On  May  1  and  8,  more  than  2000 
activists — largely  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexu¬ 
al — who  were  participating  in  peaceful  ral¬ 
lies,  were  arrested  and  beaten  by  the  police. 
According  to  widespread  corroborative  testi¬ 
mony  given  at  a  Board  of  Supervisors  hear¬ 
ing  the  following  Monday,  protesters  say  that 
on  May  1  they  were  rounded  up  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  peaceful  rally,  before  they  even  had 
an  opportunity  to  react  to  the  police  warning 
to  disperse. 

Some,  who  were  attempting  to  go  home 
towards  the  Castro  district  in  response  to  the 
warnings,  were  chased  for  several  blocks 
then  caught  and  beaten.  Members  of  the 
press  with  identification  were  also  arrested. 

Though  arrested  at  7:30  p.m.,  the  entire 
crowd  was  held  in  prison  for  two  nights  on 
the  charge  of  violating  the  9  p.m.  curfew 
which  was  imposed  under  the  mayor’s  state 
of  emergency.  Prison  guards  allegedly  made 
homophobic  remarks  and  posted  a  sign  on 
the  cell  block  that  read  “Homos.” 

When  another  rally  was  called  on  May  8  to 
protest  both  the  King  verdict  and  the  May  1 
events,  police  allegedly  first  intimidated  and 
then  entrapped  protesters  as  they  attempted 
to  follow  an  agreed-upon  march  route — alle¬ 
gations  that  are  supported  by  photographs 
and  testimony  from  witnesses.  Among  the 
hundreds  arrested  was  Jean  Harris,  the 
mayor’s  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  his  observer  at  the  demonstra¬ 
tion.  Harris  said  she  was  clubbed  in  the  stom¬ 
ach. 

The  police  say  that  in  both  cases  the 
arrests  were  necessary  to  prevent  potential 
violence  and  property  damage.  In  response  to 


charges  that  the  police  violated  First 
Amendment  rights,  Hongisto  was  quoted 
widely  as  saying,  “Freedom  of  speech  is  a 
small  price  to  pay”  for  order  in  the  streets — 
a  quote  that  was  used  on  posters  city-wide. 

“We  in  San  Francisco  have  undergone  a 
full  assault  on  the  First  Amendment,  from 
freedom  of  speech,  to  freedom  of  assembly, 
to  freedom  of  the  press,”  John  Crew,  an  attor¬ 
ney  with  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
said.  “It  remains  unclear  whether  it  was  an 
aberration  caused  by  the  chief,  or  whether  it 
was  a  new  police  policy  in  San  Francisco.” 

Peggy  Sue,  whose  body  was  photographed 
for  the  Bay  Times  composite  cover,  and  who 
is  associated  with  Bad  Cop/No  Donut,  a 
queer  police-monitoring  organization, 
described  Hongisto  as  a  “lunatic”  chief  who 
needed  to  be  replaced.  “I  think  it’s  great  that 
the  homos  brought  the  fascist  down,”  she 
said. 

Hongisto  reportedly  cited  the  protesters’ 
chant,  “No  justice,  no  peace.  Fuck  the 
police,”  as  justification  for  arrests.  “That 
shows  a  fundamental  lack  of  understanding 
of  and  contempt  for  free  speech  principles,” 
Crew  said. 

Although  they  are  glad  to  see  him  go, 
many  activists  want  to  continue  to  focus  on 
the  larger  issue  of  brutality  by  the  SFPD. 

Crew,  the  Bay  Times,  seven  of  the  1 1 
members  of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  a  coalition  of  more  than  50 
Bay  Area  progressive  organizations  and  pub¬ 
lications  have  individually  and  collectively 
expressed  outrage  at  the  police  department’s 
behavior  since  the  removal  of  papers. 

Hongisto,  who  was  widely  seen  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive  candidate  in  his  race  for  mayor  last 
fall,  was  appointed  by  the  city’s  new 
mayor — and  former  police  chief — 44  days 
before  he  was  fired.  Hongisto,  who  is  55 
years  old,  and  was  known  as  the  “flower 
power”  sherriff  of  San  Francisco  county  in 
the  early  1970’s  what  he  wore  a  peace  sign 
on  his  badge  and  allowed  deputies  to  wear 
long  hair  and  beards,  shocked  and  alienated 
his  left-wing  and  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
supporters  when  he  refused  to  apologize  for 
his  May  tactics  as  police  chief. 

Hongisto  said  he  was  outraged  by  the 
commission’s  decision  to  fire  him,  alleging 
political  motives  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  “I  didn’t  deserve  to  be  fired,” 
Hongisto  said  in  an  intoview  with  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle.  “I  guess  what  the  com¬ 
mission  saw  was  2000  people  bitching  about 
being  arrested  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
who  cater  to  that  crowd,  who  play  to  that 
crowd,  responding  to  it,  asking  for  my  head.” 

Frank  Jordan,  mayor  of  San  Francisco, 
told  GCN  May  19  he  would  consider  sub¬ 
mitting  Hongisto’s  name  in  the  selection  pro¬ 
cess  for  a  new  police  chief  if  Hongisto  can 
provide  evidence  that  he  did  not  order  the 
removal  of  the  newspapers.  City  officials 
said  this  is  an  unlikely  prospect  The  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  removal  of  the  Bay  Tunes 
copies  has  been  closed.  The  San  Francisco 
district  attorney,  Arlo  Smith,  said  May  15  he 
will  not  file  criminal  charges  against 
Hongisto  or  the  officers  involved. 

While  the  progressive  coalition  plans  yet 
another  protest,  this  time  in  commemoration 
of  Harvey  Milk's  birthday.  Bay  Times  is  con¬ 
sidering  legal  action  against  the  police 
department  and  city  of  San  Francisco.  □ 


Power  lesbian  to 
head  home 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  executive  director 
Urvashi  Vaid  gives  her  notice  of  resignation 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

WASHINGTON — With  the  bass  guitar  she 
bought  two  weeks  ago  in  hand,  Urvashi  Vaid, 
the  popular,  dynamic  executive  director  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  is  “really  looking  forward  to  being 
around  [her]  rock-n-roll  girlfriends”  in 
Boston  after  eight  years  of  working  at 
NGLTF  in  Washington. 

Saying  she  wants  “time  to  read,  write  and 
think”  and  to  live  with  her  lover,  lesbian 
comic  Kate  Clinton,  Vaid  announced  at  the 
May  9  meeting  of  the  NGLTF  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  that  she  will  resign  effective  December 
1,1992. 

If  NGLTF  had  any  stodgy,  white  male, 
Washington-insider  status  to  it  when  she  took 
the  reins  of  the  organization  in  June,  1989 
from  Jeff  Levi,  Vaid  helped  to  quickly  dis¬ 
perse  that  attitude. 

As  executive  director,  Vaid  continued  her 
personal  tradition  of  progressive  politics 
(which  had  included  being  a  board  and  staff 
member  at  GCN  between  1980  and  1984), 
gating  arrested  at  a  national  anti-George 
Bush  AIDS  demonstration  in  December  of 
1989,  and  being  dragged  from  Bush’s  first 
and  only  press  conference  on  AIDS  for  inter¬ 
rupting  him  and  holding  up  a  sign  criticizing 
him — a  move  which  gained  her  and  the  Task 
Force  headlines  internationally. 

In  that  activist  tradition,  Vaid  also  led  the 
Task  Force  in  issuing  a  statement  condemn¬ 
ing  the  administration’s  racist  war  in  the 
Gulf,  and  more  recently,  helping  to  coordi¬ 
nate  demonstrations  against  the  LA  acquittal 
in  the  Rodney  King  case. 

In  addition  to  being  out  front  in  ha  femi¬ 
nist,  anti-racist  politics,  Vaid  was  also  often 
the  most  upbeat  speaker  at  rallies,  sometimes 
saying  that  as  a  lesbian,  she  feels  she  is  an 
expert  on  Bush. 

Will  seek  political  work 

Vaid  stressed  that  she  is  not  leaving  the 
movement  or  the  work  of  political  organiz¬ 
ing.  In  addition  to  wanting  to  live  with 
Clinton  after  maintaining  a  long-distance 
relationship  for  four-and-a-half  years,  Vaid 
said  she  wants  time  to  write  a  book  of  essays 
about  the  gay  and  lesbian  movement,  she 
hopes  with  the  assistance  of  a  fellowship. 

She  also  will  work  on  commentaries  for 
community  newspapers. 


After  a  year’s  sabbatical,  Vaid  said  she  will 
look  for  a  lesbian/gay  movonent  job,  and  is 
open  to  living  anywhere  in  the  country. 

“I  love  this  organization.  I  love  this  move¬ 
ment,”  Vaid  said.  “The  gay  and  lesbian  free¬ 
dom  movement  is  my  life’s  work.  Social 
change  is  my  life’s  work.” 

Task  Force  to  maintain  activist 
force 

Vaid’s  out-front  activism  and  upbeat 
speeches  not  only  made  her  the  popular, 
“power  lesbian”  she  became  known  as,  it 
also  helped  push  NGLTF  into  a  more  promi¬ 
nent  role  in  the  community.  While  some 
express  fear  that  NLGTF  will  slip  back  into 
the  relatively  less  well-known  place  it  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  community  before  Vaid,  Vaid 
stressed  that  her  dynamic  style  and  progres¬ 
sive  politics  were  adopted  wholeheartedly  by 
the  organization  during  her  tenure. 

“We  [at  the  Task  Force]  have  gotten  very 
clear  that  our  role  in  the  movement  is  to  be 
the  national  grassroots  force,”  Vaid 
explained.  “We  have  a  clear  vision  of  our¬ 
selves  as  not  just  Washington[-focused],”  she 
said.  NGLTF’s  future  plans  include  looking 
more  towards  being  the  outfront  national 
organizing  center,  with  field  organizers 
nationwide. 

Vaid  is  also  leaving  the  organization  in  the 
best  shape  it  has  been  in.  It  has  grown  to  rep¬ 
resent  17,000  members,  with  a  budget 
increase  of  66  percent  from  $865,836  in  1989 
to  $1.3  million,  and  a  staff  increase  from  nine 
full-time  to  14  full-time  and  two  part-time 
staff. 

Although  Vaid  clearly  states  that  her 
departre  will  not  remove  any  of  the  Task 
Force’s  force  in  the  movement,  Vaid  does 
intend  to  take  with  her  the  Patti  Smith  poster 
she  keeps  for  inspiration  over  her  desk. 

Before  serving  as  executive  director,  Vaid 
worked  from  1986  to  1989  as  the  Public 
Information  Director  in  the  Task  Force’s  five- 
person  Washington,  D.C.  office.  (The  Task 
Force  was  based  in  New  York  before  1986.) 
Vaid  first  joined  the  Task  Force  as  a  member 
of  its  board  of  directors  in  1985. 

While  Vaid  practices  ha  bass  in  hopes  of 
playing  at  the  goodbye  parties  planned  for 
this  fall,  Boston  area  fans  can  meet  with  her 
and  other  NGLTF  staff  when  they  come  for 
an  organizing/membeiship  meeting  at  Club 
Cafe,  May  26.  □ 
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Community  yokes 


Favorite  source 

Dear  GCN: 

Here’s  a  cheek  for  $39  for  a  gift  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  my  mother.  I  was  prompted  to  do  this 
now  because  of  your  financial  crisis.  Hope 
this  helps  out  a  little.  I  have  faith  in  you  con¬ 
tinuing;  you’re  my  favorite  and  most  reliable 
news  source;  I  can’t  imagine  this  political 
scene  without  your  voice. 

All  the  best, 
Brenda  Marston 

Bisexuals  are  not 
some  joke 

Dear  GCN : 

It  is  with  great  ambivalence  that  I  am  send¬ 
ing  in  my  renewal  to  Gay  Community  News. 
While  I  have  greatly  cherished  your  coverage 
of  many  of  our  queer  communities,  I  am  con¬ 
tinually  disappointed  by  the  marginalization 
and  invisibility  perpetuated  against  bisexuals 
in  your  pages.  I  can  count  on  one  hand  the 
number  of  stories  GCN  has  run  specifically 
about  bis  in  the  past  years,  a  time  which  has 
witnessed  the  emergence  of  a  national  bi 
movement. 

Moreover,  many  queer  newspapers  and 
organizations  in  recent  years  have  begun  to 
acknowledge  bis  as  an  integral  part  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  struggles  by  incorporating 
the  “b-word”  into  their  names  or  mission 
statements.  What  is  GCN  going  to  change  its 
masthead  to  include  bis — that  is,  other  than  in 
this  year’s  April  Fool’s  Day  issue?  (We  are 
not  some  joke!)  I  like  to  think  of  Gay 
Community  News  as  a  leader  in  representing 
the  diversity  of  queer  movements — why  are 
you  so  behind  the  times  when  it  comes  to  bis? 

Brett  Beemyn 
Iowa  City,  Iowa 

Reaching  incarcer¬ 
ated  lesbians 

Dear  GCA: 

I  am  an  university  student  doing  research 
for  my  thesis,  “Incarcerated  Lesbians.”  It  is  to 
be  a  comparative  study  of  how  different  insti¬ 
tutions  handle  their  lesbian  population.  I  am 
approaching  it  from  both  the  institution’s  and 
inmates ’s  perspective. 

I  know  your  publication  reaches  many  les¬ 
bians  who  are  (or  have  beat)  incarcerated. 
Because  of  this,  I  am  hoping  you  may  be  able 
to  help  me  to  reach  some  of  them.  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  wardens  of  different  institutions  but 
I  equally  need  to  hear  from  the  inmates  them¬ 
selves.  The  inmates  are  the  only  ones  who  can 
really  tell  me  what  life  is  like  in  their  institu¬ 
tions.  I  want  to  know  everything  from  rules, 
to  housing,  to  personal  dreams  for  changes. 

This  is  a  subject  very  close  to  my  heart.  I 
am  a  lesbian  and  I  have  been  incarcerated.  My 
future  goals  include  working  on  prison  reform 
and,  specifically,  the  plight  of  lesbians  who 
are  incarcerated.  We  are  usually  a  double  and 
often  triple  minority  that  the  system  attempts 
to  ignore. 

I  would  appreciate  any  help  you  can  give 
me  on  reaching  our  sisters  who  are  behind 
bars. 

Sincerely, 
Joy  Hogarth 
142  Balsam  Rd. 

Jacksonville,  North  Carolina 
28546 

Why  are  we  treated 
this  way? 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  a  gay  inmate  here  at  Santa  Rita  County 
Jail.  I’ve  been  housed  here  for  about  nine 
weeks  since  Febuary  6th,  1992.  My  suspected 
crimes  are  non-violent,  and  I  have  no  prior 
record — so  my  experience  in  this  system  is 
very  unfamiliar.  Jail  is  not  an  experience  to 
share  with  anyone — yet  being  here  these 
weeks,  I  can’t  help  but  be  affected  by  the 
inhuman  ways  of  the  Alameda  County  Jail 
here  at  Santa  Rita — yes,  I  know  it's  jail,  I 
have  no  rights,  my  phone  calls  and  mail  are 
screened  and  my  every  move  is  monitored.  I 
understand  that,  and  I  could  be  over  react¬ 
ing — but  some  of  the  things  that  pass  my  eyes 
are  incredible.  There  has  to  be  some  limit  to 
the  restrictions  and  haras sments  directed  just 
at  the  gay  inmates.  Inmates  who  say  they  are 
gay: 

•  are  considered  mentally  ill  and  housed  in 
Unit  9  West  with  the  mentally  ill  and  suicidal 
inmates. 

•  are  considered  maximum  security  and  we 
are  under  lock  down  most  all  day. 

•  most  all  the  gay  inmates  are  here  for  mini¬ 
mum  security  reasons. 

•  a  gay  inmate  can  not  attend  church  nor  is 
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any  service  provided  for  us. 

•  a  gay  inmate  can  not  work  anywhere  in 
the  prison. 

•  a  gay  inmate  can  not  attend  any 
classes/or  get  any  education — and  none  is 
provided  for  us,  including  AIDS  education. 

•  depending  on  the  date,  just  the  gay 
inmates  will  be  locked  down  for  23  hours  a 
day — out  for  only  50  minutes.  (This  is  a  new 
jail  yet  the  cells  were  not  designed  with 
sprinklers.) 

•  AIDS  education  is  provided  by  an  out¬ 
dated  video  that  gives  little  education  on  the 
subject — and  the  insult  is  the  gay  inmates  do 
not  have  a  TV  to  view  it.  Inmates  subject  to 
the  “hole"  rate  a  TV. 

•  gay  inmates  are  under  constant  harass¬ 
ment  by  the  guards — calling  us  “fuckin 
fags,”  “pervert  ass  fuckers,”  “you  should  die 
from  AIDS,”  etc. 

Deputy  Toms  is  one  guard  responsible  for 
most  of  the  harassment.  Deputy  Pineo  took  a 
gay  inmate’s  breakfast  tray  from  him  for  eat¬ 
ing  too  slow.  Yes  these  are  Alameda  County 
sheriffs  that  run  this  jail,  so  I  guess  it’s  to  be 
expected,  but  very  unnecessary. 

The  medical  help  is  okay  when  you  can 
get  it.  My  experience  with  that  includes  an 
evening  suffering  from  what  I  thought  was  a 
burst  appendix — it  took  10  hours  before 
someone  came  to  my  aid — it  ended  up  being 
food  poisoning,  or  it  could  have  been  fatal. 
“Everyone  wants  a  nurse”  is  the  reponse  one 
gets. 

The  screening  process  of  men  being 
assigned  to  this  unit  is  very  poor  -  many 
straights  lie  to  get  assigned  here  and  abuse. 

Two  deputies  passed  my  cell  Wed.  com¬ 
menting  on  how  an  inmate  killed  himself  on 
Tuesday — and  they  were  elated  about  it. 
“Another  we  don’t  have  to  deal  with.” 

I  could  go  on — the  Rodney  King  thing  is 
a  common  occurance. 

My  professional  job  is  with  the  media — a 
editor  and  video  producer — so  these  weeks 
have  been  very  new  to  me.  And  as  I  men¬ 
tioned  I  could  be  overreacting — other  jails 
could  be  worse — but  I’ve  been  humiliated, 
spat  upon,  kicked,  etc.  My  self-  esteem  has 
been  Mown  away;  it  can't  be  as  bad  as  the 
hostages — this  is  a  California  jail — but  the 
gay  inmates  are  very  mistreated.  What’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  here  can’t  be  right.  Why  are  the 
gays  considered  mentally  ill  and  treated  like 
this? 

So  who  are  the  Santa  Rita  brass?  Head 
Sheriff:  Charles  Plummer.  Under  Sheriff: 

H.T.  Garrigan.  Commander  D&C:  W.G. 
Tucker.  Commanding  Officer:  Capt.  S. 
Krahke.  Chaplain:  Dan  Couyell. 

I  can  only  make  collect  calls  but  you  can 
contact  Mr.  Don  Sango  at  (415)  285-4775. 

He  has  been  assisting  me  in  contacting 
groups  on  the  outside.  You  can  also  leave  a 
message  for  me  at  (510)  276-3681. 1  call  that 
number  daily  (it  is  the  number  of  my  sister, 

G.  Domingoes).  I’ll  be  here  for  another  six 
weeks. 

Thanks  for  your  concern, 
Vince  Flores 
Alameda  County  Jail 
Santa  Rita,  Cal. 

Outrage  into  action 

Dear  GCN: 

“The  poverty  which  in  the  midst  of  abun¬ 
dance  pinches  and  embutes  men,  and  all  the 
manifold  evil  which  flow  from  it,  spring 
from  a  denial  of  justice.” 

from  Progress  dc  Poverty  by 
Henry  George,  1879 

We  had  the  Richard  Hanis 
execution — and  all  of  the  death  penalty  “test 
cases”  we  have — here  was  an  individual 
failed  by  the  system  from  birth.  (A  test  case  I 
say,  for  it  is  to  see  how  much  the  American 
people  will  stand  before  they  really  rise  up 
and  protest  in  anger).  We  not  only  punish  our 
physically  brain  damaged  criminals  by 
incarceration,  we  execute  them  by  a  slow 
cyanide  gassing.  From  talk  radio  to  conver¬ 
sations  on  buses,  all  viewpoints  were  flying 
hotly.  This  was  another  issue  to  divide  us  as 
people  while  our  drinking  water  gets  pollut¬ 
ed,  toxic  waste  piles  up  and  the  transnational 
corporations  with  global  holdings  move  our 
jobs  to  exploit  cheaper  labor  of  third  world 
countries,  and  so  on. 

Remember  Dan  White?  He  killed  two 
people  also  and  got  off  with  six  years  with  an 
“Eating  Twinkies  Defense.”  Oh  yes...let’s 
not  forget  the  division  this  issue  had  caused 
amongst  all  of  us.  Now  the  Rodney  King 
case.  A  squad  of  police  caught  on  video 
using  appallingly  brutal  violence  to  suppos¬ 
edly  defend  themselves  from  one  individual. 
Police  that  carry  a  variety  of  weapons  from 
stun  guns  to  mace  to  batons  and  firearms 
pleaded  self-defense  against  one  man  who 
was  kicked  and  beaten  for  over  1 8  minutes. 
Again,  another  issue  that  tears  us  apart! 
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Just  wait  till  we  “round  up  the  homeless, 
throw  off  the  scum  on  welfare,"  and  so  on. 
Meanwhile,  we’re  trying  to  hold  onto  the 
jobs  we  have  or  are  seemingly  far  removed 
from  such  a  threat  Except  for  one  thing  we 
can’t  ignore:  there’s  a  roulette  wheel  spin¬ 
ning  around  and  tomorrow  it  may  be  your 
company,  your  job,  or  your  health  care,  and 
so  on.  And  another  thing:  someone  else  has 
control  of  that  wheel,  the  odds  and  the 
results.  Huey  Long  (1893-1935)  once  said: 

“If  fascism  ever  came  to  America,  it 
wouldn’t  come  in  the  name  of  fascism.  It 
would  come  in  the  name  of  100  percent 
Americanism."  Words  to  be  strongly  heeded 
in  these  times. 

“So,  what  can  I  do?”  someone  asks.  You 
have  choices  to  keep  asking  questions  or  you 
can  take  actions  as  best  you  can.  Mahatma 
Gandhi  wrote,  “A  non-violent  state  must  be 
broad -based  on  the  will  of  an  intelligent  peo¬ 
ple  well  able  to  know  its  mind  and  act  up  to 
it.  Silence  becomes  cowardice  when  occa¬ 
sion  demands  speaking  out  the  whole  truth, 
and  acting  accordingly.” 

I  can  put  my  concerns  and  outrage  into 
constructive  action.  I  can  find  a  group  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  with  an  agenda  for  positive  action 
and  change.  I  can  show  up  and  peacefully 
demonstrate.  I  can  boycott  products  and 
places.  I  can  take  the  time  to  investigate  vari¬ 
ous  alternative  media  sources  and  make 
thoughtful  comparison  rather  than  rely  on 
15-30  second  sound  bytes  for  my  main 
source  of  news.  I  can  spend  one  Saturday  a 
month  in  my  local  public  library,  university 
or  law  library  informing  myself  on  the  laws 
or  issues.  I  can  write  letters  to  my  elected 
officials,  newspapers  and  even  companies  I 
buy  products  from,  with  an  informed 
opinion. 

I  can  work  one  day  a  month  for  an  organi¬ 
zation  helping  those  who  are  less  fortunate 
than  1. 1  myself  can  stop  giving  much  of  my 
own  money  to  the  corporations  that  are  pol¬ 
luting  this  world  indiscriminately.  I  can  buy 
locally.  I  can  buy  what  I  can  from  local 
responsible  farmers  at  farmer’s  markets 
rather  than  at  mega-chain  supermarkets  that 
foster  the  use  of  damaging  farming  practices 
that  cater  to  profit  rather  than  responsible  use 
of  land  and  water.  I  can  change  my  eating 
habits  to  use  what  is  grown  seasonally  rather 
than  creating  the  demand  for  a  multitude  of 
crops  on  demand  year  round.  I  can  organical¬ 
ly  farm  in  my  own  yeard  or  in  community 
garden  co-ops  and  even  can  my  own  pro¬ 
duce.  I  can  get  young  people  involved  in  this 
and  off  the  streets.  I  can  recycle  clothes  I 
don’t  need  to  thrift  shops  or  social  service 
organizations  or  into  rags  for  cleaning 
instead  of  using  paper  towels.  When  some¬ 
thing  breaks  I  can  find  a  way  to  fix  it  or  give 
it  to  a  non-profit  organization  that  repairs 
such  items  for  resale. 

In  small  ways  I  can  stop  being  part  of  a 
“throw  away”  society.  I  don’t  need  to  buy 
into  the  advertising  that  says  I  need  to  con¬ 
sume  and  consume  things  I  don’t  really  need 
or  could  do  without.  I  can  walk  instead  of 
use  my  car  more  often.  I  can  cut  back  on 
paper  waste  from  sharing  newspapers  where 
I  work,  get  my  name  off  junk  mail  and  cata¬ 
log  lists,  bring  my  own  cloth  bags  for  gro¬ 
cery  shopping,  and  so  on. 

In  her  book  If  You  Love  This  Planet,  Helen 
Caldicott  suggests  practical  action.  She 
reminds  us  it’s  important  to  start  now  and  to 
do  something  rather  than  just  sit  and  feel 
powerless. 

The  point  is,  I  can  take  actions  and  make 
changes  beginning  with  my  own  life,  within 
my  own  family  and  circle  of  friends.  There 
was  a  way  of  life  before  Madison  Avenue 
Advertisers  came  and  told  me  what  I  need  to 
buy  to  look  and  feel  good.  I’m  starting  to  see 
things  in  my  own  lifestyle  and  daily  con¬ 
sumption  or  products  as  “lining  someone 
else’s  pockets,”  and  worst  of  all,  enabling  the 
damage  to  my  own  environment  and  dwin¬ 
dling  resources  of  this  planet. 

It  has  been  quoted  over  and  over  again:  if  I 
see  the  problem  and  I  am  not  part  of  the 
solution,  I  have  no  right  to  spout  rhetoric. 
Democracy  is  an  action  of  government  by 
the  people  and  not  by  a  passive  people  being 
what  to  do  or  what  to  buy.  Democracy  takes 
work. 

Mary  Rose  Kaczorowski 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Corrections 

In  the  last  issue  of  GCN  (Vol.  19,  No.  39- 
40),  the  photo  on  page  3  of  the  Bayard 
Rustin  breakfast  was  taken  by  Craig  Bailey. 
Additionally,  the  last  word  of  Jon  Nalley’s 
story,  “New  York  erupts  over  city 
councillor’s  slur,”  was  cut  off  in  the  jump. 
The  last  sentence  (on  page  7)  should  have 
read:  “Clarke  criticized  Duane  for 
proceeding  without  consulting  fellow 
members  of  the  council.”  Many  apologies. 
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The  Theater  Offensive  presents 


Tickets  available  at: 

Glad  Day  Bookshop.  Boston 
Out  of  Town  News,  Harvard  Square 

Crone's  Harvest,  Jamaica  Plain 
Provincetown  Reservation  System 

or  by  calling  with  credit  card 

ConcertCharge  617/497-1118 


for  information,  call  617  433-7037 


Call  for  specific  events' 
wheelchair  accessibility 
and  ASL  interpretation. 
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Festival  logo  by 
Big  Fun  House 


FESTIVAL  OF  LESBIAN  &  QAY  THEATER 


You  Gotta  JCeop  On  Dancin': 

african-american  male  tales 


Permission 

by  Catherine  Harrison 


In  My  Father's  Bed 

by  Randa  Downs 


June  4  -  14,  1992 


Bright  and  diverse  new  works 
created  here  in  Boston  and  across 
the  country. 

Featuring: 


Dark  Fruit 

A  new  show  by  Porno  Afro  Homos 

The  Pomos  “speak  in  a  flip  and  fresh 
voice.  .  .  (that's)  funny,  provocative 
and  polished.” 

Oakland  Tribune 

Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center 

Thursday  June  4,  8:00pm 
Friday  June  5,  7:00  and  9:00pm 
$13  advance  $15  door 


"Dominatrixes  are  the  directors  of 
psychodrama  —  they  explore  unmapped 
psychological  terrain.” 

The  Spectator 

Gender  play  and  S/M  heat  up  Catherine 
Harrison's  shocking  and  funny  play  about 
the  professional  sex  industry. 

BCA  Theater  June  4  -  7 
Thursday,  Friday,  Sunday  at  8:00pm 
Saturday  at  9:00pm 
$12.25  advance,  $14.25  door 


A  brilliant  and  heroic  story  of  overcom¬ 
ing  childhood  sexual  abuse  told  with 
drama,  humor  and  powerful  theater. 

MIT  Kresge  Little  Theater,  June  4  -7 
Thursday,  Friday,  Sunday  at  8:00pm 
Saturday  at  8:30pm 
$12  advance,  $14  door 


Parent's  Day 

by  Gregory  Gunter 

A  lighthearted  new  musical  play  about  kids 
with  lesbian  or  gay  parents. 

BCA  Theater 

Saturday  June  6,  1:00pm  and  7:00pm 
Sunday  June  7,  1:00pm 
Sunday  June  14,  1:00pm 
Adults  $10.25  advance,  $12.25  door 
$5.25  for  ages  16  and  under 


This  Is  Not  A  Test 

Abe  Rybeck’s  scathingly  funny 
vaudeville  show  brings  home  the 
immediacy  and  danger  of  the  AIDS  crisis 
in  a  powerful  evening  of  unforgettable 
theater. 

MIT  Kresge  Little  Theater 

Saturday  June  6  at  7:00pm 
$10  advance,  $12  at  the  door 


Greg-Eugene’s  autobiographical  male 
tales  that  speak,  sing  and  dance  the 
coming  to  terms  with  life  as  a  Black  gay 
male. 

BCA  Theater 

Thursday  June  1 1,  8:00pm 
Friday  June  12,  7:00pm 
$9.25  advance,  $11.25  door 


Through  The  Fire 

A  choreodrama  about  Black  gay  life 
created  by  Jeff  Armstead,  Thomas  Grimes 
and  Craig  Hickman. 

BCA  Theater 

Friday  June  12,  9:00pm 
Sunday  June  14,  8:00pm 
$10.25  advance,  $12.25  door 


Multicultural  Extravaganza 

A  night  of  theater,  music  and  celebration 
of  the  diverse  heritages  of  Boston  s  lesbian 
and  gay  communities  —  Asian-American 
Latino  Latina.  African-American,  and 
others. 

BCA  Theater 

Saturday  June  13  at  7:00pm 
$9.25  advance,  $11.25  door 


LS  L' 


YOU'VE  HEARD  ABOUT  THE  SHOW. 
NOW,  HEAR  THE  SHOW  FOR  YOURSELF. 


The  most  INNOVATIVE,  TOTALLY  LIVE, 
TOTALLY  UNCENSORED  call-in  GAY,  LESBIAN 
and  BI-SEXUAL  issues  TALK  SHOW  in  America! 

Some  of  the  topics  on  the  program:  Coming  Out, 
Cross-Dressing,  Lesbian  Sex,  Leather  Community 

Introductory  Memberships  for  receiving  4  hours 
of  Closet  Free  Radio  are  only  $19.95. 


Please  send  me  my  introductory  tapes  of  Closet  Free  Radio. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  payable  to  WALE  for  $19.95 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ _ 

State _ Zip _ 

Yes,  all  the  tapes  are  shipped  in  discreet  packaging.  Mail  to: 

CLOSET  FREE  RADIO  MEMBERSHIP 
31 1  WESTMINSTER  ST.,  PROVIDENCE,  Rl  02903  (401)  521-0990 


MOVING 

STORAGE 

SHIPPING 

PEACE-0F-MIND  SERVICE 


For  a  Fast  &  Easy  Moving  Experience  Call: 

Gloria’s  Trucking  Company 


Enjoy  G.T.C.'s  Peace-Of-Mind  Services 


SPECIALISTS  IN  MOVING ,  STORAGE , 
&  SHIPPING  FOR  OVER  10  YEARS 


G.T.C.  is  fully  licenses  &  insured 
Our  warehouse  is  secure,  insured,  clean  &  dry 


Moving:  G.T.C.  provides  hassle-free,  cost-effective, 
moving  services.  Our  professional  drivers  are 
courteous,  trustworthy,  strong  &  careful. 


Storage:  G.T.C.  will  move  your  household,  store  your 
valuable  possessions,  then  deliver  them  to  your 
new  place  upon  your  return. 

Shipping:  G.T.C.  will  carefully  pack  &  ship  your 
household  items  anywhere  in  the  U.S.A. 


617-242-7305 

50  Terminal  Street  •  Charlestown,  MA  02129 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  MAY  23-JUNE  5,  1992  •  5 


Make  me  wanna 
holler,  throw  up 
both  my  hands 


Arthur  McDuffie 

By  Jewelle  Gomez 

I'd  thought  Miami  a  good  place  to  grow  old 
so  fought  them  but  in  the  end  slipped 
easily  through  the  revolving  door 
to  the  other  side  of  prayer. 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  soul  to  keep. 

The  county  assessed  my  life 
at  one  million 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
but  not  worth  the  life  of  those 
who  choked  mine  from  me. 

Florida  sun  will  not  blanch  my  bones, 
removed  quickly,  making  way  for  the  rage 
of  overturned  cars,  broken  windows 
and  the  communal  scream. 

The  county  agreed  to  pay 
one  million 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars 

in  the  small  bills  which  had  been  used  to  mop 

my  blood  from  their  billy  clubs  and  pristine  sidewalks. 

One  million 

and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  bury  in  the  hole  I  leave  behind, 
the  dead  end  in  my  mother’s  memories, 
the  empty  place  at  my  children’s  table 
They  bury  it  deep  in  dark  crevices 
hoping  it  turns  to  crude  oil 
to  dull  the  tides 
that  engulf  them. 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep 
I  pray  the  lord 
my  relatives 

know  where  to  purchase  guns. 

Arthur  McDuffie,  a  Black  insurance  salesman,  was  beaten  to  death  by  four  white, 
Miami  police  officers  who  were  arresting  him  for  a  traffic  violation.  They  were  acquitted 
in  1 980.  His  family  was  awarded  a  sum  exceeding  what  was  requested  in  their  court  suit. 

‘Arthur  McDuffie"  was  published  in  Flamingoes  and  Bears,  Jewelle  Gomez's  book  of 
poetry.  Jewelle  Gomez  is  the  author  of  the  recently-published  The  Gilda  Stories.  She 
resides  in  Hew  York.  She  is  grateful  that  Rodney  King  is  alive  to  ask  for  justice  and  peace. 


By  Ttonft  Adkins 

The  recent  riots  in  L.  A.  have  brought  to 
public  attention  personal  thoughts  and  fears 
I’ve  harbored  for  a  long  time  about  the 
impossibly  dangerous  life  conditions  of  non¬ 
mainstream  people  in  the  inner  city.  They  are 
feelings  of  astonishment  that  our  collective 
memory  is  so  short  as  to  have  seemingly  for¬ 
gotten  the  nearly  exact  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  police  brutality  and  rioting  in 
Miami  only  a  few  years  ago.  This  same  col¬ 
lective  memory  that  may  have  forgotten, 
more  recently,  the  absurd  happenings  of  the 
Jeffrey  Dahmer  killings.  We  saw  how  the 
homophobic  and  racist  attitudes  of  police 
officers  cost  one  young  man  his  life  and  sub¬ 
sequently  led  to  the  murder  of  several  others. 

All  of  these  events  call  up  feelings  of 
anger  and  frustration  at  this  country’s  hypo¬ 
critical  institutions  and  how  they  can  give 
people  little  choice  but  to  explode  violently. 
They  are  feelings  of  frustration  and  fear  at  an 
oppressed  people’s  failure  (still)  to  recognize 
their  true  enemies  and  the  black  community’s 
inability  (still)  to  effectively  organize  (and  in 
this  way  change  our  social/economic  stand¬ 
ing)  and  not  embrace  the  same  type  of  vio¬ 
lent  barbarism  and  inhumanity  leveled  at  us 
as  a  means  of  fighting  back. 

Many  times,  I  may  as  well  be  Rodney 
King,  who  had  a  snowball’s  chance  in  hell  of 
getting  fair  treatment  from  the  police.  As  a 
young  black  man,  I  am  forced  to  confront 
biased  attitudes  from  law  officers  in  my  own 
and  other  cities.  Several  times  in  my  young 
adult  life  I  have  been  mistreated  and/or  disre¬ 
spected  by  police  officers.  I  was  once  falsely 
arrested  for  rape  because  my  appearance  was 
close  enough  to  the  description  of  the  sus¬ 
pect,  who  was  a  “young  black  male.”  I  spent 
five  hours  in  a  holding  cell  before  I  was 
apologized  to  and  released.  Several  times, 
while  living  in  Chicago’s  Hyde  Park,  I  was 
stopped  by  Chicago  police  or  by  University 
of  Chicago  Security,  often  on  the  very  block 
where  I  lived,  and  asked  my  business  on  the 
street.  Many  times  they  wanted  to  search  my 
satchel  for  guns  or  whatever.  Similar  person¬ 
al  experiences  in  L.A.,  Detroit,  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  New  York  tell  me  that  many  of  the 
police  departments  in  this  country  are  homo- 
phobic  and  racially  and  socially  prejudiced 
against  black  youth  (black  male  youth,  espe¬ 
cially).  This  doesn’t  help  and  quite  possibly 
encourages  the  disproportionate  number  of 
black  youth  who  do  commit  crime  and  that  it 
even  encourages  anti-gay  violence.  I  once 
oveiheard  a  gay  basher  tell  the  arresting  offi¬ 
cer  that  he  was  just  “roughing  up  a  fag”  fig¬ 
uring  that  the  officer  would  be  sympathetic 
towards  his  anti-gay  attitudes  and  in  many 
instances  he  would  have  been  right  in  that 
assumption. 

At  times  in  my  own  (black  or  gay)  com¬ 
munity,  I  may  as  well  be  the  driver  who  was 
randomly  pulled  out  of  his  truck  and  beat 
senseless  at  the  start  of  the  L.A.  riots.  I  feel 
shame  and  disgust,  empathy  too,  at  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  destructive  reactions  of  those 
trapped  in  the  ghettos  of  South  Central  L.A. 
You  do  get  so  angry  at  the  unfairness  you 
want  to  physically  hurt  the  police  or  some¬ 
body  or  something.  But,  as  a  survivor  of  ran¬ 
dom  street  violence,  I  know  that  beating  up 
the  next  available  person(s)  to  vent  your  own 
sense  of  powerlessness,  anger  and  rage  is  not 
the  answer.  I  have  real  feelings  of  fear  at 
being  met  by  devastating  violence  from  peo¬ 
ple  most  everywhere,  but  especially  in  the 
black  community,  where  people  do  not  want 
to  understand  nor  are  willing  to  tolerate  my 
homosexual  identity.  I  do  not  deserve  to  be  a 
punching  bag  for  confused,  angry  and  embit¬ 
tered  people  in  the  streets  because  I  am  open¬ 
ly  gay.  Yet  when  I  did  find  myself  the  target 
of  such  an  attack,  an  insensitive  police 
department  was  no  help  in  doing  anything 
but  helping  me  to  feel  at  fault  for  being  the 
victim.  So  we  have  to  educate  and  sensitize 
our  police  departments  everywhere  to  racism 
and  homophobia  as  well  as  sensitize  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  to  the  same  things. 

Just  as  the  violence  frustrates  me,  as  do 
most  police/community  relations,  so  did  the 
verdict  and  handling  of  the  case  itself.  It 
should  not  have  surprised  anyone  that  the 
case  would  be  moved  from  L.A.  proper  to 
Simi  Valley,  presumably  to  be  tried  in  a  more 
unbiased  locale.  Jurors  chosen  in  Simi  Valley 
would  not  be  swayed  by  all  the  pre-trial  pub¬ 
licity,  went  the  reasoning.  What,  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  Simi  Valley  are  that  divorced  from  the 
goings-on  in  L.A.  that  they  would  be 
unaware  of  the  incident?  Apparently  not  only 
would  they  not  know  of  the  incident,  but 
more  importantly,  they  wouldn’t  care.  The 
entire  country  witnessed  Rodney  King  get¬ 


ting  the  tar  beat  out  of  him,  courtesy  of  the 
now-famous  videotape,  and  saw  strong  evi¬ 
dence  of  police  brutality.  Jurors  chosen  in 
Simi  Valley  would  not  be  overly  sympathetic 
with  police,  never  mind  that  there  are  sizable 
numbers  of  L.A.  police  officers  and  retired 
officers  who  live  in  Simi  Valley  and  that  the 
community  is  practically  lily-white.  Yeah, 
let’s  move  the  trial  to  the  racist  head-in-the- 
sand-living-under-a-rock  community  of  Simi 
Valley  where  we  know  justice  will  be  served. 
So  the  verdict  surprised  everybody?  Who  did 
it  surprise? 

It  may  ring  as  cynicism  but  it  appears  that 
this  country’s  president  and  presidential 
hopefuls  will  use  the  riots  as  an  opportunity 
for  soapboxing  or  fault-finding  with  their 
rival  political  parties.  The  reasons  for  the 
explosion  in  L.A.  are  very  complex.  It  is  trite 
and  small-minded  to  want  to  blame  inner  city 
conditions  on  liberal  politics  that  have  failed, 
while  conservative  administrations  have 
done  next  to  nothing  to  curb  unemployment 
and  other  social  ills  we  see  in  our  urban 
areas.  It’s  not  enough  to  go  on  the  record 
denouncing  the  riots  as  barbaric  and  illegal. 
Wasn’t  the  treatment  Rodney  King  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  police  barbaric  and  ille¬ 
gal?  Two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  right,  but  it 
seems  unfair  to  denounce  the  riots  and  not 
the  conditions  that  gave  rise  to  them. 

Our  president  and  current  presidential 
campaign  hopefuls  could  use  the  occasion  of 
the  uprising  in  L.A.  to  draft  smart  proposals 
that  will  directly  address  the  root  causes  of 
the  partialities  of  this  country’s  judicial  sys¬ 
tem  and  our  law  enforcement  agencies  and 
the  irrational  and  destructive  conditions  of 
this  country’s  ghettos.  They  must  get  back  to 
attempting  to  empower  the  powerless  and 
giving  hope  to  the  totally  despairing.  Only 
people  who  are  completely  fed-up  and  angry 
and  who  lack  faith  in  our  systems  could  bum 
and  loot  their  own  communities  the  way 
many  people  in  South  Central  LA  and  else¬ 
where  did.  People  who  felt  they  had  a  real 
stake  in  their  community  would  never  have 
reacted  in  such  a  manner  of  wholesale  self 
destruction.  Who  can  possibly  have  faith  or 
confidence  in  a  system  that  would  allow  the 
trial  of  the  police  officers  to  be  so  rigged  for 
a  not  guilty  verdict?  Who  can  feel  empow¬ 
ered  in  a  community  that  does  not  develop  or 
grow  or  even  offer  opportunities  for  employ¬ 
ment  and  ownership?  Where  were  all  the 
frustrations  and  despair  going  to  go  when  the 
public  learned  of  the  verdict?  Could  we  rea¬ 
sonably  expect  the  residents  of  South  Central 
L.A.  or  anywhere  else  to  peacefully  and 
effectively  protest  for  fairness?  The  jurors 
would  be  returned  to  the  safety  of  their 
homes  in  nice  Simi  Valley  and  impoverished 
people  in  the  city — impoverished  black  peo¬ 
ple — would  go  on  suffering  at  the  hands  of  a 
police  department  that  now  clearly  had  the 
go-ahead  to  do  whatever  it  saw  fit  to  intimi¬ 
date  criminals  or  whoever  it  saw  as  a  threat 

Where  does  a  black  gay  person  find  com¬ 
fort  with  police  who  disrespect  both  gay  and 
black  people,  a  gay  community  that  often 
proves  to  be  racist  and  the  black  community 
that  often  supports  violence  against  gay  peo¬ 
ple?  We  are  given  a  clear  picture  in  the  ver¬ 
dict  of  the  Rodney  King  case  and  the  ensuing 
days  of  rioting  and  killings,  an  example  of 
how  out  of  hand  the  entire  situation  is.  I  do 
not  want  to  live  in  a  police  state  where  dis¬ 
trust,  fear  and  loathing  of  the  police  are 
matched  only  by  the  distrust,  fear  and 
loathing  of  my  neighbors.  But  as  a  black  and 
gay  person,  this  is  the  reality. 

In  the  city,  gay  people — black  or 
white — are  randomly  attacked  for  being  gay. 
AIDS -phobia  and  homophobia  are  often  the 
rationale  offered  by  the  perpetrators  of  these 
crimes,  figuring  that  gay  people  are  the  rea¬ 
son  for  AIDS  being  the  scourge  of  the  whole 
community  and  therefore  gay  people  deserve 
to  be  terrorized.  And  there  is  little  hope  for 
those  who  would  fall  prey  to  this  mentality, 
since  it’s  the  shared  sentiment  of  many  police 
officers  who  still  ignorantly  behave  as  if 
AIDS  were  an  airborne  virus.  What’s  the 
choice  that  gay  black  people  have  living 
among  people  who  think  and  act  so  irra¬ 
tionally  in  our  courts  of  law  and  in  our 
streets?  Perhaps  all  of  this  will  serve  as  an 
imperative  to  fair-minded  people  for  the  need 
to  get  busy  remedying  the  gross  level  of 
injustice  in  many  courts  in  this  country,  the 
violence  perpetrated  by  jaded,  racist  and 
homophobic  police  departments,  and  the  vio¬ 
lent  eruptions  of  a  desperate,  fearful  and 
faithless  public. 

Trent  Adkins  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Chicago  and  a  founding  editor  of  Thing 
magazine. 


Watts  II 

continued  from  page  1 
Latino  and  white  as  well  as  Black.  The  ghet¬ 
to  exploded  and  delivered  the  only  message 
about  racism,  poverty  and  despair  that  most 
of  the  white  populace  of  this  nation  ever 
seems  to  notice.  As  I  travelled  from 
Wisconsin  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio  (where  I  grew  up),  I  could  catch  only 
snatches  of  TV  coverage,  but  read  every 
newspaper  I  could  find.  I  soon  got  sick  of 
comments  that  conveyed  how  many  white 
people  completely  agreed  with  the  verdict 
and  were  angry  that  we  would  be  moved  to 
violence  in  response.  I  was  even  more  dis¬ 
gusted  with  the  average  white  Americans, 
not  card-carrying  racists,  who  said  that 
they’d  never  believed  it  when  Black  people 
“complained”  about  being  oppressed  and 
brutalized  until  now. 

Quiet  as  it’s  kept,  whether  we  are  “rioting” 
or  not,  most  African  Americans  live  every 
day  with  greater  or  lesser  amounts  of  rage 
toward  white  people  and  the  system  that 
gives  them  the  power  and  privilege  to  deci¬ 
mate  our  lives.  I  know  I  do.  When  my 
cousin,  who  is  not  an  activist  or  a  radical, 
met  me  at  the  airport  in  Cleveland,  she 
expressed  more  anger  about  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  days  just  passed  than  I’d  ever 
heard  from  her  about  anything.  Although  we 
might  not  have  agreed  on  the  solutions,  we 
were  in  almost  total  agreement  about  the 
problems. 

What  I  felt  at  the  King  verdict  and  its 
aftermath  was  all  too  familiar.  I  felt  the  same 
gnawing  pain  in  the  pit  of  my  stomach  and  in 
my  chest  when  16-year-old  Yusef  Hawkins 
was  gunned  down  on  the  streets  of 
Bensonhurst.  I  felt  the  same  impotent  rage 
when  the  police  shotgun-murdered  67 -year- 
old  Eleanor  Bumpurs  in  the  process  of  evict¬ 
ing  her  from  her  Harlem  apartment.  I  choked 
back  the  same  bitter  tears  when  I  heard  the 
verdict  in  the  St.  John's  rape  case.  I  was  just 
as  terrified  when  they  murdered  four  Black 
school  girls  (my  age  peers)  by  bombing  a 
church  in  Birmingham  in  1963.  And  even 
though  I  was  too  young  to  understand  its 
meaning,  I  learned  Emmett  Till’s  name  in 
1954  because  of  witnessing  my  family’s 
anguish  over  his  lynching  in  Mississippi. 

So  what  do  we  do  with  all  this  fury  besides 
bum  down  our  own  communities  and  hurt  or 
kill  anyone,  white,  Black,  Brown  or  Yellow 
who  gets  in  our  way?  Figuring  out  what  to  do 
next  is  the  incredibly  difficult  challenge  that 
lies  before  us  in  this  first  week  of  May,  1992. 

Above  all,  the  events  in  Los  Angeles  have 


made  it  perfectly  obvious  why  we  need  a 
revolution  in  this  country.  Nothing  short  of  a 
revolution  will  work.  Gross  inequalities  are 
built  into  the  current  system  and  band-aids, 
even  big  ones,  won’t  cure  capitalism’s  funda¬ 
mental  injustice  and  exploitation. 

We  need,  however,  to  build  analysis,  prac¬ 
tice  and  movements  that  accurately  address 
the  specific  ways  that  racism,  capitalism  and 
all  the  major  systems  of  oppression  intercon¬ 
nect  in  the  U.S.  It’s  not  a  coincidence  that  the 
most  dramatic  political  and  social  upheavals 
in  this  country  and  also  the  most  sweeping 
political  changes  have  so  often  been  cat¬ 
alyzed  by  race.  In  the  U.S.,  racism  is  not  a 
mere  symptom  of  capitalism,  but  in  many 
ways  racism  has  shaped  the  nature  of  capital¬ 
ism  and  of  class  relations  here. 

It  is  our  responsibility  as  Black  activists, 
radicals  and  socialists  to  create  vibrant  new 
leadership  that  offers  a  real  alternative  to  the 
tired  Civil  Rights  establishment  and  to  the 
bankrupt  “two-party”  system.  It  is  our 
responsibility  as  we  build  autonomous  Black 
organizations  to  make  the  connections 
between  all  of  the  oppressions  and  to  work  in 
coalition  with  the  movements  that  have 
arisen  to  challenge  them. 

Recognizing  the  leadership  of  radical 
women  of  color,  feminists  and  lesbians  is 
absolutely  critical  from  this  moment  forward. 
Women  of  color  are  already  building  a  move¬ 
ment  that  makes  the  connections  between 
race,  class,  gender  and  sexual  identity,  a 
movement  that  has  the  potential  to  win  liber¬ 
ation  for  us  all. 

It  is  past  the  time  for  talk.  I  really  want  to 
know  how  the  white  left,  the  white  feminist 
and  the  white  lesbian  and  gay  movements  are 
going  to  change  now  that  Los  Angeles  has 
burned.  It’s  not  enough  to  say  what  a  shame 
all  of  this  is  or  to  have  a  perfect  intellectual 
understanding  of  what  has  occurred.  It’s  time 
for  all  those  white  people  who  say  they’re 
committed  to  freedom  to  figure  out  what  use¬ 
ful  anti-racist  organizing  is  and  to  put  it  into 
practice. 

I  believe  that  the  King  verdict  and  the 
insurrection  in  Los  Angeles  will  galvanize 
unprecedented  organizing.  In  Albany  where  I 
live,  there  is  already  a  community  strategy 
meeting  scheduled  for  later  in  May.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  what  all  the  implications  of 
these  events  are  only  days  after  they 
occurred.  I  only  wish  that  a  week  from  now 
that  most  of  the  people  who  live  here  would 
not  find  it  so  easy  to  forget. 

Barbara  Smith  is  a  Black  lesbian  feminist 
writer  and  activist  and  a  founder  of  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press.  This  essay 
appeared  in  The  Guardian,  Vol.  14,  No.  29. 


In  the  next  Issue  of  GCN,  Sabrina  Sojourner  offers  a  Diversity  201 
lesson,  while  Phlll  Wilson  reflects  on  the  leadership  of  African 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men  In  the  LA  demonstrations. 
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Glad  Day 

Continued  from  page  1 

from  public  officials,  booksellers  associa¬ 
tions,  reporters  and  company  president  Sasha 
Alyson. 

This  time,  however,  the  U.S.  Attorney 
General’s  office  filed  in  Federal  District 
court  April  23  to  have  the  Spanish  publica¬ 
tions  forfeited  and  destroyed.  Glad  Day,  with 
the  assistance  of  CLUM,  filed  a  response  and 
counterclaim  to  the  first  case  seeking  a  trial 
by  jury.  The  May  6  Customs  confiscation 
also  has  been  referred  to  the  U.S.  Attorney’s 
office  also  similar  action. 

Because  of  the  second  confiscation,  which 
Glad  Day  was  informed  of  on  May  21 ,  Glad 
Day  is  calling  for  a  congressional  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  Boston  Customs  office  through 
U.S.  Representatives  Barney  Frank  (D- 
Mass.),  who  is  openly  gay,  and  Joe  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.). 

“There  is  a  pattern  clearly  going  on  here 
that  did  not  exist  a  year  ago  and  that  is  clear¬ 
ly  anti-gay,”  Mitzel  told  GCN. 

Most  cases  of  confiscation  by  Customs  are 
not  challenged  because  it  is  usually  more 
costly  to  initiate  a  legal  battle  than  it  is  to 
lose  the  publications,  according  to  CLUM 
attorney  Sarah  Wunsch. 

Mitzel  said  that  Glad  Day  owner 
Moldenhauer  plans  to  retain  a  private  lawyer 
and  pursue  the  case  as  a  “matter  of  princi¬ 
ple.”  Moldenhauer  asked  that  individuals  and 
organizations  demand  the  U.S.  Attorney’s 
office  release  the  publications  and  cease  anti¬ 
gay  harassment. 

Both  Wunsch  and  Mitzel  say  the  attorney 
general’s  office  may  back  down  because  it 
will  have  to  prove  in  court  that  each  book  or 
magazine  has  no  redeeming  social,  scientific 
or  cultural  merit,  and  that  the  average  person 
would  find  each  piece  offensive,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  1973  Miller  decision  that 
defines  obscenity.  “The  government  is  going 
to  have  trouble  meeting  the  Miller  standard” 
in  this  case,  Wunsch  told  GCN,  because  the 
magazines  contain  articles  on  subjects  of  cul¬ 
tural  interest.  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney 
George  Henderson  refused  to  discuss  the 
case  with  GCN,  CLUM  or  Mitzel. 

“It  seems  ridiculous,”  Mitzel  told  GCN. 
“We’ve  never  had  a  problem  with  this 
before.  [There  must  be]  some  sort  of  change 
of  policy  [to  go]  along  with  the  right  wing,” 
he  speculated. 

“That  is  absolutely  true....  This  harassment 
is  new,”  agreed  Boston  attorney  Barbara 
Macy,  who  is  representing  a  gay  man  who 
was  verbally  threatened  and  harassed  for  two 
hours  and  subjected  to  a  strip  search  by  U.S. 
Customs  agents  in  Boston’s  Logan  Airport 
after  agents  found  and  seized  three  gay  mag¬ 
azines  and  postcards  depicting  naked  men, 
including  postcards  from  the  Louvre 
Museum  in  Paris.  The  man,  Richard  Larkin 
of  Boston,  is  filing  an  internal  complaint, 
with  Macy’s  help,  at  the  U.S.  Treasury 
Department  which  oversees  Customs. 

Toronto  raid  due  to  MacKinnon 
obscenity  ruling 

Although  Canadian  Customs  officials  rou¬ 
tinely  seize  gay  books  and  magazines,  a  raid 
of  a  gay  bookstore  for  a  magazine  already  in 
the  country  is  as  infrequent  as  Customs  con¬ 
fiscations  are  in  the  U.S. 

The  Toronto  raid  was  initiated  after  an 
officer.  Detective  Constable  Pat  Mac  Vicar, 
purchased  a  copy  of  Bad  Attitude  from  book¬ 
store  manager  Tom  Ivison.without  identify¬ 
ing  herself  as  a  police  officer.  The  magazine 
included  stories  and  photos  depicting  pene¬ 
tration  and  bondage.  On  April  30,  Mac  Vicar 
and  another  officer  returned  and  informed 
Ivison  that  the  OPP  had  found  the  magazine 
to  be  “obscene”  according  to  Section 
163(2 )(a)  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada. 

They  charged  Ivison  with  violating  the 
obscenity  law  for  having  sold  the  magazine. 

On  May  4,  obscenity  charges  were  laid 
against  Glad  Day  owner  John  Scythes  and 
the  corporation  as  a  whole. 

The  police  action  was  the  first  obscenity 
charge  filed  in  Canada  since  the  Canadian 
Supreme  Court’s  controversial  Butler  deci¬ 
sion  on  February  27.  In  Butler  v.  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  Winnipeg  pom  video  and 
magazine  shop  owner  Donald  Butler, 
charged  with  selling  obscene  materials, 
argued  that  the  videos  in  his  shop  did  not 
offend  “community  standards,”  which  at  that 
time  were  the  legal  basis  for  the  laying  of 
obscenity  charges.  Butler  also  argued  that  the 
publications  were  protected  by  the  guarantee 
of  freedom  of  expression  in  the  Canadian 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  which  was 
passed  in  1982  and  is  similar  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

The  Canadian  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  in 
the  case  adopted  the  prosecution’s  brief, 
written  by  U.S.  anti-pomography  crusader 
Catherine  MacKinnon,  to  change  the  legal 
definition  of  obscenity  from  depictions 
which  “offend  community  standards  of  toler¬ 
ance”  to  those  which  depict  “degrading  and 
dehumanizing”  behavior.  The  Court  mled 
that  the  law’s  infringement  on  the  freedom  of 
expression  is  legitimate  in  order  to  supress 
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materials  that  harm  women.  MacKinnon  has 
led  attempts  to  pass  similar  rulings  and  laws 
throughout  the  U.S. 

The  crackdown  on  Bad  Attitude,  which 
includes  SM  material,  is  directly  related  to 
the  new  definition  of  obscenity  as  sex  which 
is  “degrading  and  dehumanizing,”  according 
to  Jeffrey  Moore,  chair  of  the  Canadian 
Committee  against  Customs  Censorship 
(CCaCC).  Moore  fears  further  legal  harass¬ 
ment  of  the  bookstore  in  the  near  future  for 
selling  SM-related  and  other  sexual  books 
and  magazines.  “Constable  Mac  Vicar  stated 
that  this  charge  is  part  of  a  larger  investiga¬ 
tion  of  Glad  Day  Bookshop,”  Moore  told 
GCN. 

While  some  feminist  groups  lauded  the 
Butler  decision  as  a  useful  tool  in  the  fight 
against  violence  against  women,  others  had 
predicted  that  the  decision  could  be  used 
against  women.  In  a  statement  just  a  few 
weeks  before  the  Bad  Attitude  charges  were 
pressed,  feminists  within  the  Ontario 
Coalition  against  Film  and  Video  Censorship 
(OCFVC)  argued  that  the  new  obscenity  def¬ 
initions  would  probably  be  used  against 
lesbian  and  gay  erotic  imagery  and  explicit 
safer  sex  videos.  Liz  Czach,  a  cultural 
activist  and  lesbian  member  of  OCFVC,  told 
the  May  2  rally,  “this  law  is  being  used  to 
shut  women  up,  to  scare  us,  to  get  rid  of  us. 
This  law  isn’t  protecting  us — it’s  silencing 
us.”  Sue  Golding,  a  lesbian  SM  advocate  and 
president  of  the  local  queer  theatre  company 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times,  charged  that  “the  real 
obscenity  is  the  racist,  sexist  homophobia 
that  we  face  every  day.” 

The  Bad  Attitude  charges  add  to  the  legal 
battles  facing  Glad  Day  and  CCaCC,  which 
represents  the  bookstore  in  court.  On  May 
15,  CCaCC  completed  the  most  recent  round 
of  a  court  challenge  against  Canada 
Customs,  which  routinely  seizes  books  and 
magazines  bound  for  Glad  Day.  The  arbi¬ 
trary  confiscations  are  based  on  the  Canadian 
Customs  obscenity  law,  Memorandum  D9-1- 
1 ,  which  bans  reference  to  anal  intercourse 
as  well  as  other  common  sexual  activities. 
Recent  confiscations  have  included  Pat 
Califia’s  Macho  Sluts  and  lesbian  SM  classic 
Coming  to  Power,  as  well  as  countless  gay 
male  titles. 

Decision  in  that  case  is  pending.. 

CCaCC  is  currently  in  the  process  of  con¬ 
sulting  with  activists  across  Canada,  particu¬ 
larly  within  feminist  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ties,  to  gauge  interest  in  fighting  the  Bad 
Attitude  charges  in  the  courts,  destined  to  be 
a  lengthy  and  expensive  process.  Local  pro¬ 
gressive  City  Counsellor  Olivia  Chow  and 
openly  gay  City  Counsellor  Kyle  Rae  have 
condemned  the  charges. 

While  hopeful  that  the  upcoming  court 
battle  could  positively  affect  the  climate  of 
state  censorship  facing  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Moore  told  GCN  that  he  is  "not  terribly 
optimistic.”  The  courts  have  "an  inability  to 
acknowledge  the  distinct  nature  of  gay  and 
lesbian  sexual  communities  and  the  different 
issues  we  face,”  he  said.  Court  hearings  into 
the  charges  are  set  to  begin  May  21 .  □ 

Navy 
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“This  is  not  merely  discrimination,  but 
active  persecution  of  a  despised  minority,” 
he  said.  "It’s  paid  for  with  tax  dollars  and 
upheld  by  the  courts.” 

Berube  added  that  the  demonstrations  in 
San  Francisco  and  Washington,  D.C.  mark 
the  opening  of  an  important  fourth  front  in 
the  battle  against  the  military’s  anti-gay  poli¬ 
cy.  Other  sources  of  pressure  include  the  col¬ 
lege  campus  campaigns  against  ROTC,  the 
mobilization  of  active  duty  personnel  against 
the  ban,  and  growing  congressional  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  policy. 

New  congressional  bill 

On  May  19,  Rep.  Patricia  Schroeder  (D- 
Colo.),  a  senior  member  of  the  Armed 
Services  Committee,  introduced  a  new  bill  to 
overturn  the  military’s  ban  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  service  members.  The  two  paragraph 
bill,  the  Military  Freedom  Act  of  1992, 
would  prohibit  discrimination  against  any 
“member  of  the  Armed  Forces  or  person 
seeking  to  become  a  member  of  the  Armed 
Forces”  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
The  bill  would  not  change  the  sexual  con¬ 
duct  regulations,  but  would  ensure  those  reg¬ 
ulations  be  equally  enforced  against  hetero¬ 
sexuals  as  it  is  against  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
bisexuals. 

Schroeder ’s  legislation  would  be  binding 
on  the  Armed  Forces.  The  only  previous 
action  by  Congress  was  based  on  two  non¬ 
binding  resolutions  by  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer 
(D-Calif.),  and  Sen.  Brock  Adams  (R- 
Wash.),  which  merely  asked  Pres.  Bush  to 
issue  an  executive  older  ending  the  military’s 
anti-gay  ban  and  persecution.  Schroeder ’s 
bill  already  has  24  sponsors. 

Schroeder  and  the  Women’s  Caucus  in  the 
House  have  become  strong  opponents  of  the 
ban  because  it  has  a  disparate  impact  on 
women,  who  are  discharged  at  three  times 
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“I  counsel,  to  be  blunt,  confrontation.”  —  Gore  Vidal 


By  Lewis  Gannet 


In  his  talks  at  Harvard  University  a  year  ago.  Gore  Vidal  listed 
things  he  considers  wrong  with  the  U.S.  The  list  was  familiar,- 
Vidal  has  spoken  about  those  same  things  for  30-plus  years.  It's 
a  measure  of  how  on-target  he  is  that  his  themes  are  just  as 
compelling  today  as  they  always  were,  and  much  scarier.  He 
ended  the  talks,  however,  on  a  general  note  of  hopefulness  and 
conciliation.  Things  fall  apart,  he  suggested;  but  eventually 
they  come  together,  and  somehow  we  muddle  on. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago,  back  at  Harvard  for  another  lecture, 

Vidal  again  recited  the  litany  of  things  gone  wrong.  The  U.S. 
doesn't  have  political  parties,  since  Democrats  and  Republicans  are  the 
same;  the  ruling  class  has  fooled  most  people  into  thinking  we're  a 
classless  society  with  equal  opportunity  for  all;  politics  is  paid  for  by  the 
defense  industries,  with  the  result  that  the  Pentagon  gets  money  that 
should  go  to  health  care  and  schools,  all  in  the  name  of  defending 
democracy  abroad  when  a  majority  doesn't  vote  at  home,-  rights  are 
being  whittled  away  here,  there,  everywhere,-  we're  in  the  middle  of  an 
escalating  race  war  with  no  solution  in  sight;  etc.  But  this  time,  Vidal 
didn't  end  on  a  hopeful  note  of  muddling  forward.  Instead,  he  called  for 
a  fight. 

Wars,-  we  should  mind  our  own  business,  we  can't  afford  the  cost,  and 
the  only  people  who  benefit  anyway  are  the  owners  of  the  war-industrial 
complex,  not  the  rest  of  us  who  are  being  saddled  with  the  empire's 
huge,  ever-growing  debt. 

On  those  points.  Brown  and  Buchanan  roughly  agree  with  Vidal.  Okay, 
suppose  such  an  America-firster  were  elected.  Suppose  she  or  he  brought 
the  troops  home,  slashed  the  defense  budget,  saved  thousands  of  billions 
of  dollars,  and  focused  on  domestic  priorities.  What  then?  For  Vidal, 
that's  when  the  shoot-out  begins.  A  Brown  and  a  Buchanan  may  agree 
that  domestic  issues  should  be  primary;  but  that  is  as  all  they  agree  on, 
because  the  way  they  frame  those  issues  couldn't  be  farther  apart. 

This  is  where  Vidal's  analysis  may  startle  people.  (It  startled  me.)  The 
root  problem,  he  says,  is,  and  always  has  been,  monotheism:  "From  a 
barbaric  Bronze  Age  text,  three  anti-human  religions  have  evolved: 

Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam."  "Skygod"  religions,  "they  are,  literally,  patriarchal.  One  god,  one  king,  one  pope,  one  master  of  the  factory,  one  father-leader  at  home." 
What  is  the  legacy  of  the  skygod  in  our  culture?  Just  about  everything  that's  wrong,  according  to  Vidal.  Racism,  for  starters:  "Racism  is  the  marrow  of  the  bone  of  the  true 
(skygod)  believer."  Sexism  too:  "The  hatred  of  women  for  2000  yeais,"  due  to  a  "pathological"  male  fear  of  women  taking  the  helm  in  the  workplace  or  in  the  family. 
Homophobia:  "The  psychopathic  hatred  of  same-sexuality."  Totalitarianism:  "The  only  political  order  that  serves  the  skygod."  Ecological  catastrophe:  True  skygodders  think 
this  planet  is  just  "a  staging  area  for  heaven.  Why  bother  to  clean  it  up?" 

Well,  this  critique  of  religion  has  been  around  for  a  while.  But  lately  it  hasn't  been  applied  much  to  politics.  Vidal  thinks  it's  at  the  center  of  U.S.  politics,  and  always  has 
been,-  it  was  on  account  of  the  European  legacy  of  over-bearing  skygods  that  the  framers  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  made  an  absolute  separation  of  church  and  state. 
Unfortunately,  the  skygodders  among  us  have  worked  hard  ever  since  to  weaken  that  separation,  and  have  succeeded,  in  Vidal's  view,  to  an  alarming  degree.  For  evidence  he 
points  to  the  skygod  "taboos"  embedded  in  the  nations  laws:  criminalization  of  same-sexuality,  drugs,  alcohol,  gambling,  the  intensifying  attack  on  abortion  rights,  and  so 


on. 

How  do  Brown  and  Buchanan  fit  into  this?  For  Vidal  it's  simple.  Buchanan  is  the  apostle  of  the  Party  of  God.  Given  our  history,  he  has  quite  a  following,-  there  are  plenty  of 
people  out  there  who  share  his  "irrational  fears  and  hatreds,"  his  feverish  "skygod  superstitions."  Brown,  on  the  other  hand,  represents  another  American  tradition,  also  with 
a  big  constituency,  what  Vidal  calls  the  "Party  of  Humanity."  The  basic  tenet  there  is  to  let  people  be  what  they  please,  anything  they  want  to  be,  as  long  as  they're  not 
hurting  anybody  else. 

So  that's  the  way  it  is  with  Gore  Vidal.  Bush  and  Clinton  are  a  huge  yawn;  the  media  say  they're  the  only  relevant  candidates  this  election  year,  but  they're  beside  the 
point.  The  point  is,  the  American  people  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  national  problems,  not  the  world's,  should  come  first;  and  also  are  beginning  to  wake  up  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  two  very  different  choices  as  to  how  to  tackle  them.  Are  the  skygodders  going  to  prevail,  giving  us  a  Handmaid's  Tale-like  future  of  religious  totalitarianism,  in 
which  us  queers  will  be  snuffed?  Or  are  we  going  to  fight  for  the  country  the  Constitution  originally  was  supposed  to  create,  one  safe  from  skygod  hatreds? 

Vidal,  who  seems  a  bit  pessimistic  about  the  outlook,  thinks  it's  time  to  put  up  our  dukes  and  brawl.  He  favors  an  "all-out  war  on  the  monotheists."  To  me,  this  is  the  same 
as  calling  for  all-out  war  on  the  patriarchy,  something  a  lot  of  people  have  favored  for  a  while.  But  it's  nice  to  finally  hear  Vidal  say  it.  After  all,  he's  been  right  about  almost 
everything  else  for  over  30  years. 


On  politics,  literature  and 

kicking  aSS  gore vidal: the gcn interview 


Interview  conducted  by  John  Mitzel  and  Jeffrey  Lee 


Gay  Community  News:  How  much  of  Jerry 
Brown's  campaign  for  President  this  year 
was  filched  from  your  campaign  against  him 
for  the  Senate  back  in  '82? 

Gore  Vidal:  Not  much.  Tunes  change.  Did 
you  ever  see  that  documentary  on  me,  Gore 
Vidal:  The  Man  Who  Said  No!  Have  you 
seen  the  part  where  I  tell  Jerry  what  he 
should  do?  We  were  at  a  banquet  for  the 
National  Association  of  Cartoonists.  Herb 
Caen  introduced  us,  saying,  “This  is  the  first 
time  Gore  Vidal  and  Jerry  Brown  have 
shared  the  same  stage,  or  even  the  same 
closet.”  He  got  a  great  laugh  and  Jeny 
looked  quite  stricken.  They  asked  me  what  I 
thought  of  Jerry.  I  said  it’s  very  bad  for 
character  just  to  run  for  office,  to  step  right 
out  of  college  and  start  running.  You  spend 
so  much  time  running,  you  don’t  have  a 
chance  to  think.  It’s  difficult  to  form  a 
character. 

I  said  if  I  were  Jerry  Brown,  I  would  take 
10  years  off  and  try  to  figure  out  who  I  am. 
Then,  I  said,  I  would  come  back  and  seize 
the  crown.  The  expression  on  his  face  was 
“The  Road  to  Damascus,”  he  had  seen  his 
Lord.  And  he  took  10  years  off.  Exactly  10 
years  later,  I  get  a  telephone  call  from  him. 
I’m  in  Rome  and  he’s  in  New  Hampshire.  He 
had  read  my  piece  in  The  Nation,  “Take 
America  Back,”  and  he  said,  “Could  I  come 
up  there?”  I  said  no  way,  but  I  would  tell 
him,  from  time  to  time,  my  thoughts. 

The  New  York  Tunes  has  been  quite  vicious 
towards  Jerry  Brown. 

There  is  no  well  they  will  not  poison.  The 
degree  to  which  the  New  York  Times  hates 
you  is  almost  a  sign  of  your  virtue.  Brown’s 
virtue  and  his  fault  is  improvisation.  He  has 
a  very  fast  mind,  he  jumps  around.  But  you 
really  have  to  explain  the  wheel  when  you 
talk  to  the  folks,  particularly  what  you  talk 
about  anything  new. 

I  was  recently  reading  Procopius  on  the 
court  of  Justinian  and  Theodora,  then 
followed  that  with  Kitty  Kelly’s  report  on  the 
Ray  Gun  court.  I  found  it  instructive. 

I  believe  Procopious  is  Kelly's  avatar. 
Theodora  was  true  to  Justinian  and  he  to  her, 
to  the  amazement  of  Procopius.  They  were 
into  money  and  murder  mostly.  Sex  ran  a 
poor  third  at  that  court.  Theodora  had  been  a 
prostitute,  but  she  graduated,  as  many  of  the 
circus  girls  did. 

Like  the  Ray  Guns,  good  fanuly  people. 
Exactly. 

Which  brings  up  the  Roosevelts.  You  noted 
the  other  day,  while  browsing  through  the 
new  biography  of  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  that 
EJl.  wasn’t  a  terrific  fan  of  heterosexuality. 

I  think  she  actively  disliked  heterosexual 
activity.  You  could  always  tell  when 
something  disturbed  Mrs.  R.  She  had  these 
veins  at  her  left  temple.  She  had  very  gray 
skin  and  these  veins  would  start  to  swell  at 
the  mention  of  heterosexual  behavior,  and 
her  eyes  would  become  narrow  slits  of 
hatred.  Of  course  I  never  discussed 
homosexuality  with  her.  One  didn’t  talk 
about  things  like  that  with  Mrs.  Roosevelt. 
The  closest  we  got  to  it,  when  I  really  saw 
the  veins  go,  was  over  The  Best  Man  [Vidal’s 
1959  play  and  later  movie  about  backstage 
blackmail  at  a  national  political  convention]. 
She  was  very  upset  that  I  had  put  in  so  much 
about  the  private  lives  of  the  candidates.  I 
said,  “Mrs.  Roosevelt,  we’ve  just  been 
through  all  this  with  your  friend  Adlai 
Stevenson  being  accused  of  being 
homosexual.”  With  that  the  veins  began  to 
throb,  and  she  muttered  something  about 
Mrs.  Stevenson  not  being  a  very  nice  person. 

Let's  get  on  to  the  Tokyo  stock  collapse  and 
the  rising  interest  rates  in  Japan.  What  does 
this  augur  for  the  fate  of  our  Republic? 

The  fate  of  the  Republic  hangs  in  the 
balance.  This  is  a  phrase  I  just  minted  this 
morning.  It’s  not  good,  as  Eddie  Mayehoff 


[an  actor]  used  to  say  in  [Vidal’s  play]  Visit 
to  a  Small  Planet,  “it’s  not  good  at  all,  Rog.” 
They’ll  hack  it  all  right.  But  I  don’t  see 
who’s  going  to  buy  our  Treasuries.  I  don’t 
know  who  bought  than.  No  German  has 
been  seen  buying  an  American  Treasury 
bond  in  some  time.  Without  the  sale  of  the 
Treasuries  there  really  is  no  money  to  run  the 
government,  that’s  the  bind  we’re  in.  We 
only  know  how  to  make  up  the  shortfall 
through  borrowing.  You  can  monetize  the 
debt — which  brings  on  inflation — just  print  a 
lot  of  money.  Or,  and  I  think  the  government 
will  start  doing  this,  you  can  sell  off  public 
lands  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  the  debt. 

Why  doesn’t  some  daring  politician  say,  “We 
won’t  pay  this  debt,  fuck  you?" 

Well,  it  probably  will  happen.  But  we  are 
such  a  large  entity  and  the  dollar  is  the  great 
reserve  currency  of  the  world.  For  instance, 
all  oil  prices  are  measured  in  dollars,  and  a 
Iowa  dollar  is  often  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Japanese  and  the  Germans.  If  we  suddenly 
did  not  pay  the  debt  or  the  interest  on  the 
debt,  I  suppose  we  would  drop  down  to  the 
level  of  Brazil  and  become  a  non-player. 

So  you  think  politicians  would  sell  off 
Yellowstone  before  writing  off  the  debt? 

Oh,  yeah. 

By  the  way,  we  miss  you  on  television.  The 
last  time  we  saw  you  regularly  was  when  you 
appeared  on  Mary  Hartman,  Mary  Hartman. 
You  visited  Mary  after  she  was 
institutionalized  for  a  nervous  collapse,  and 
you  said,  "Don’t  mind  being  in  a  mental 
hospital,  Mary.  One  out  of  five  Americans  is 
bonkers."  I  don’t  think  you  can  say  that  on 
television  these  days. 

I  loved  that.  But  I  can’t  get  on  anymore.  I  can 
get  on  Larry  King  once  in  a  while,  and  I  can 
get  on  Morning  America  if  I  have  a  new 
book  to  hold  up.  There  are  no  conversation 
programs  left.  And  there’s  a  whole  new 
generation  of  people,  like  Arsenio- 
something,  whom  I’ve  never  seen,  and  most 
of  them  are  rather  scared  of  me,  I’m  told.  Mr. 
Leno  confessed  to  being  uneasy  about 
appearing  with  me  a  year  or  so  ago.  The 
whole  society  is  devoted  to  making  sure 
people  like  me  are  not  heard. 

There’s  this  blacklist.  You  and  Alexander 
Cockburn  and  Noam  Chomsky  are  on  it. 
There  was  one  moment,  during  the  build-up 
of  the  Gulf  War,  when  to  my  surprise  1  saw 
Chomsky  on  TV  twice  in  a  week,  on  separate 
shows. 

I  don’t  know  how  that  happened.  I  gave  a 
speech  at  an  L.A.  Town  Hall  meeting  the  day 
the  war  began.  The  LA.  Times  was  there,  yet 
no  word  was  reported.  Luckily,  Pacifica 
Radio  was  there,  so  they  played  it  for  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Then  I’m  also  being 
demonized  on  some  popular  radio  show, 

Judy  Bahr  or  something,  and  she  said  there 
were  really  no  intellectuals  or  public  figures 
of  interest  to  ha  except  me.  Five  minutes 
lata,  thae’s  a  call  from  Alan  Dershowitz: 
“He’s  a  known  anti-Semite.  It’s  all  been 
carefully  documented.”  And  by  the  time  he 
finished,  this  poor  woman  was  quite 
convinced. 

Poor  Alan  is  so  busy  with  Leona,  Miliken 
and  Tyson. 

He  likes  crime,  certainly. 

Let’s  talk  about  our  deranged  leaders’  stupid 
war  on  drugs.  The  prison  population  has 
swelled  in  the  past  12  years  and  most  of  it  is 
drug  arrests. 

They’re  talking  about  using  abandoned  army 
camps  to  put  in  users. 

It's  just  insane! 

They  want  dictatorship. 

Even  Barry  Goldwater  and  horrid  Billy 


Buckley  are  in  favor  of  legalizing  marijuana. 
That  would  empty  out  half  the  people  in 
prison  overnight. 

If  you  legalize  all  drugs,  it  would  be  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the  Mafia  and  big 
crime.  Remove  the  profit  motive  and  why 
would  anybody  be  selling  cocaine,  which 
you  could  probably  get  for  25  cents  a  gram 
at  a  proper  world  price?  Cops  and  robbers 
are  the  tax  on  it.  The  Drug  War  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  war  against  communism,  and  it’s 
too  good  to  la  go.  It  means  you  have  the 
means  to  put  anybody  in  prison  whenever 
you  feel  like  it. 

I  believe  there's 
something  very  salutary 
in,  say,  beating  up  a 
gay-bashing  policeman. 
Preferably  one  fights 
through  the  courts, 
through  the  laws,  through 
education,  but  if  at  a 
neighborhood  level 
violence  is  necessary. 
I'm  all  for  violence. 

Ifs  the  only  thing 
Americans  understand 


It  seems  like  they’ve  fooled  all  the  people  all 
the  time. 

This  is  where  I’ve  gone  after  the  god-loving 
people.  They’re  the  ones  who  lean  on 
politicians  in  order  to  outlaw  buggery,  drugs, 
alcohol,  abortion,  whatever  it  is  the  sky-god 
doesn’t  like.  They  are  the  villains.  We  need 
to  confront  them.  Just  take  on  the  churches 
head-on.  Let’s  see  who  rules  here:  the  Bill  of 
Rights  or  Jesus  Christ  or  Moses. 

/  hope  you’re  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Christian  Science  Church  is  soon  to  go  on 
the  block. 

Oh  really?  I  haven’t  been  following  that. 

Well,  they  started  the  Monitor  TV  cable 
channel,  and  it  cost  them  a  million  a  day  or 
something.  And  it  flopped.  They  gutted  the 
Monitor  newspaper,  and  then  robbed  the 
pension  funds  of  their  employees  of  another 
$45  million — the  pensions  of  all  those  nice 
ladies  who  run  the  Christian  Science 
Reading  Rooms. 

Tell  the  girls  it’s  all  in  the  mind.  Negative 
thinking  will  not  get  them  their  pensions 
back. 

They’ve  lowered  their  assets  on  the  books  by 
50  percent,  and  they  have  this  monstrous 
debt.  So  it’s  soon  to  be  gone.  Many  a  religion 
has  been  born  in  America,  few  have  croaked. 
Perhaps  Jim  Jones's,  but  he  took  its  demise 
to  foreign  shores. 

There’s  nothing  so  absurd  you  can’t  get 
people  to  believe  it.  My  grandfatha,  a  great 
orator,  used  to  say  anyone  who  wants  to 
make  his  mark  and  a  fortune  can  start  a  new 
religion  in  the  United  States.  The  gullibility 
and  the  hunger  for  something  absolute  is  just 


so  great. 

I  remember  another  one  of  your  quotes.  After 
you  founded,  and  then  left,  the  New  Party, 
when  asked  why  it  hadn't  taken  off,  you  said 
of  the  New  Party’s  cadres:  “ They're  just  a 
bunch  of  therapists.” 

Group  therapists.  It  wasn’t  politics,  it  was 
group  therapy. 

/  think  that  was  a  harbinger  of  what’s  wrong 
with  the  general  politics,  it’s  all  just  an 
extension  of  the  therapists'  jag. 

If  you  were  one  of  the  500  corporations  that 
run  America,  to  put  it  in  Forbes-tzJk, 
wouldn’t  you  encourage,  through  your 
advertising  and  everything,  each  individual  to 
form  his  own  little  group,  and  munch  his 
tofu,  and  have  a  new  sexual  identity,  and 
fragment  everything  so  they  won’t  get 
together  and  talk  about  the  federal  budget, 
which  is  the  only  thing  worth  talking  about? 

I  bet  your  grandfather  didn’t  worry  about 
healing  his  inner  child. 

Fuck  his  inner  child! 

It’s  everywhere.  Oprah.  HarperCollins’s  list 
is  dominated  by  this  recovery  shit. 

I  have  a  lot  of  that  in  my  new  novel,  Live 
from  Golgotha.  It’s  about  Timothy,  who  is 
sort  of  Robin  to  St.  Paul’s  Batman.  Timothy 
ends  up  in  Rome,  with  Nao,  and  there’s  date 
rape. 

/  think  Paul’s  best  advice  to  Timothy  was 
about  his  upset  tummy. 

He  was  looking  for  the  child  within.  Was 
Timothy  pregnant? 

/  was  reading  your  essay  “Plastic  Fiction," 
and  ifs  just  wonderful.  It’s  some  of  the  same 
complaint  that  Camille  Paglia  makes  now, 
about  the  various  French  flus  that  infect 
writing  and  criticism. 

Paglia  seems  to  me  like  a  new  vasion  of 
Myra  Breckinridge  that  someone  else  has 
written.  I  think  she  had  been  invented  by  an 
avatar  of  me.  I  knew  Myra  would  come  back. 
Didn’t  have  a  good  time  in  the  Valley  with 
the  catering. 

You  did  a  pretty  good  job  taking  a  hack  at  the 
French  theorists. 

I  had  to  do  that.  That  was  my  prophylactic.  I 
knew  that  if  the  French  virus  struck  the 
United  States,  you  couldn’t  stop  it.  I  helped 
stop  a  lot  of  it.  Those  rum-dums  in  the 
universities  would  have  taken  Robbe-Grillet, 
taken  ova  the  theories  in  two  minutes,  made 
a  hash  of  them,  and  our  litaature  would  be 
worse  than  it  is.  "Plastic  Fiction”  already 
shows  infection.  At  least  I  inoculated. 

Thank  you.  It  was  a  bold  thing.  The  older  I 
get,  the  more  I  demand  structure,  narrative 
and  some  wit.  Ifs  not  much  to  demand. 

It’s  what  Orson  Welles  used  to  tell  the  Parka 
Tylers:  we’re  in  the  business  of  telling 
stories.  Make  of  them  what  you  will,  myth, 
allegory,  metaphor,  whatever.  But  we  must 
tell  stories. 

Pretty  rudimentary. 

I  would  have  thought  so.  The  peripherals 
always  manage  to  get  on  the  periphery  of  the 
periphery. 

So  I  guess  Time  magazine  is  the  next  thing  to 
fold. 

Oh,  to  have  outlived  Time  magazine!  You 
know  I’m  going  to  hold  on  a  long  time  to  see 
the  New  York  Times  go.  Burying  Time — a 
great  joy! 

First  the  Christian  Scientists  go,  then  the 
Luce  empire,  then  the  New  York  Times 
goes... 

...then  reading  goes,  so  we  won’t  have  to 
worry  about  any  of  these  things  anymore. 

Continued  on  page  10 


Vidal 

Continued  from  centerspread 

What  about  California  breaking  in  halff 

I  think  it’s  always  been  in  the  wind.  I  don’t 
think  the  south  will  let  the  north  go.  And  the 
north  doesn’t  have  the  population  to  carry  a 
referendum.  In  the  south,  around  L.A.,  you 
have  all  the  population,  the  wealth,  and  they 
need  the  water  from  the  north.  The  north 
would  be  like  Sweden.  You  could  put 
together  Northern  California,  Oregon, 
Washington  and  British  Columbia  and  it 
would  be  like  Scandinavia,  sort  of  a 
wonderful  social  democracy,  a  first-rate 
country.  Then  the  southern  part  would  be  like 
South  Africa.  They’d  restore  slavery,  annul 
the  14th  amendment  and  have  a  wonderful 
time. 

The  universities  seem  to  be  losing  lots  of 
money,  too.  The  whole  country  is  weighted 
down  by  debt.  Yale  is  laying  off  faculty  and 
cutting  back. 

Harvard  is  the  richest,  though  I  was  told  that 
each  separate  school  at  Harvard  now  has  to 
go  out  with  its  own  cup  and  beg.  As  Daryl 
Zanuck  would  say,  “It’s  very  ominous.”  As 
to  Yale,  I  wouldn’t  mind  it  going  entirely. 

I  wouldn’t  mind  the  Harvard  Law  School 
going  out  either. 

Any  law  school  that  folds  is  a  plus.  Too 
many  lawyers. 

I  have  a  personal  question.  Since  you  live  in 
Italy,  does  their  health  insurance  plan  cover 
you,  or  are  you  privately  covered? 

I’m  not  an  Italian;  I’m  an  American.  I  pay 
the  American  tax.  Officially,  I’m  not  even  a 
resident  of  Italy.  I’m  in  a  strange  limbo, 
though.  I’m  an  honorary  citizen  of  Ravello, 
which  means  that  I  can  vote  in  village 
elections  if  I  want.  So  I  have  a  separate 
status,  sort  of  like  a  diplomat.  No,  I  come  out 
of  Social  Security.  But  my  main  thing  is  the 
Screenwriters  Guild.  Since  I  turned  65 1  get 
$4,000  a  month,  just  from  past  earnings.  And 
the  health  plan  is  through  them. 

Would  you  recommend  the  Italian  health 
system  for  the  US.? 

I  think  Canada,  we  now  agree,  is  probably 
the  closest  to  what  we  should  have.  But  as 
long  as  the  insurance  companies  and  the 
doctors  are  there  to  rip  everybody  off, 
there’11  be  no  change  in  the  system. 

I’m  surprised  the  insurance  companies 
haven’t  knocked  off  Jerry  Brown,  as  it  was 
rumored  United  Artists  knocked  off  Pasolini. 

Jerry  needs  to  explain  a  lot  of  things.  The 
value  added  tax  is  how  every  European 
government  stays  in  business.  We  call  it  the 
sales  tax,  which  makes  it  sound  onerous.  The 
VAT  is  an  invisible  tax,  added  at  each  stage 
of  production.  Now  Jerry  has  thrown  that 
into  the  hopper.  It  will  come  in  time,  but  god 
knows  who  will  explain  it. 

I  always  think  of  the  gay  scene  in  New  York 
in  the  ’40s  as  being  swishier  than  in  was  in 
the  ’50s  and  '60s,  when  it  became  more 
masculinized. 

Well,  it  was  a  very  swishy  set  But  there  was 
also  a  lot  of  tough  kids.  They  went  back  and 
forth  between  the  sexes.  There  was  no 
nonsense  about  gay  sensibility  and  so  forth. 
Some  boys  were  more  relaxed  about  the  fact 
that  they  liked  to  screw  other  boys.  They  also 
felt  that  they  were  obliged  by  society  to 
marry  and  have  children  and  lead 
conventional  lives.  So  the  decisions  were  not 
that  great.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  sex  with 
what  would  now  be  known  as  straight  boys. 
They  were  always  available,  and  not  just  for 
money,  but  for  action.  The  girls  did  not  put 
out  all  that  easily  then.  The  pill  was  just 
coming  in.  Penicillin  had  come  in,  which 
meant  much  less  fear  of  venereal  disease,  and 
that  was  a  great  boost  for  promiscuity. 

As  Boyd  McDonald  has  written,  1940  to 
1980  was  the  Golden  Age  of  homosexuality. 

Absolutely  right.  Boys  just  thought  nothing 
of  it,  thanks  to  12  million  of  them  having 
been  in  the  armed  forces,  and  of  that  I’d  say 
about  half  had  gone  all  the  way.  So  you 
weren’t  talking  Sanskrit  if  you  were  being 
adventurous. 

Is  gay  history  important? 

Well,  I  feel  that  one  is  a  citizen  of  the  world 
first,  and  the  fact  that  one  is  blue-eyed,  or  likes 
to  eat  potatoes,  is  secondary.  Most  people 
seem  to  believe  that  the  two  teams,  gay  and 
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straight,  do  exist.  I  don’t  believe  in  that 
division.  However,  I  do  read  Jonathan  Ned 
Katz  with  joy.  He’s  not  only  a  good  writer,  but 
he  comes  up  with  marvelously  wild  stories. 
Franklin  Pierce  and  Nathaniel  Hawthorne 
fucking  in  the  White  Mountains  and  dying  in 
one  another’s  arms,  that’s  great  stuff.  True  or 
false,  I  enjoy  it 


Did  you  say  somewhere  that  if  it  doesn’t 
appear  on  the  screen,  it  doesn't  exist? 

That  sounds  like  me. 

It's  also  the  line  taken  by  Queer  Nation,  when 
they  got  mad  at  Hollywood  and  tried  to  make 
a  scene  at  the  Academy  Awards. 

Yes,  why  didn’t  they?  I  was  very  disappointed. 
To  make  an  interesting  display  at  the  Academy 
Awards  would  have  been  very  clever.  It’s 
watched  by  a  billion  people  or  some 
astounding  number.  But  how  do  you  do  it  in  a 
way  that  convinces  people,  rather  than  just 
annoying  them?  I  don’t  think  wearing  ball 
gowns,  making  obscene  gestures  or  weeping 
would  be  effective.  Perhaps  don’t  have  the 
spokespersons  be  tum-offs,  that’s  all.  If 
Richard  Gere — I  name  the  name  at 
random — could  discuss  it  in  a  rational  way  it 
might  be  useful.  It’s  a  pity  Magic  Johnson 
didn’t  tell  us  a  little  bit  more  about  what  goes 
on  in  baseball  [sic]  clubs.  Even  I,  who  do  not 
follow  sports,  have  a  clearer  idea  than  any  he 
chose  to  impart. 

What’s  your  recommendation? 

I  think  perhaps  the  numbers  game  is  the  way  to 
go.  We  number  more  than  one  third  of  the 
population.  Never  forget  that  fact.  Ten  percent 
can  be  marginalized;  everybody  in  America 
thinks,  well,  we  could  kill  10  percent  of  the 
population  and  still  be  a  happy  country.  But 
one  in  three — Kinsey’s  number — that’s 
alarming  to  them.  I  think  just  illuminating 
aspects  of  the  world  to  show  that  there  is 
nothing  special . 

Only  a  country  as  demented  as  the  United 
States,  and  as  sectarian,  could  have  come  up 
with  this  division  between  gay  and  straight. 
I’ve  never  believed  that  that  division  exists. 
Yet,  simultaneously,  if  it  exists  on  the  books, 
and  you  can’t  get  a  job  in  the  army  or  teaching 
school,  then  of  course  it  does  exist  in  the 
minds  of  the  enemy.  So  you  have  a  nonexistent 
category  which  has  been  demonized,  and  real 
people  get  hurt.  Where  there’s  persecution,  I 
am  on  the  side  of  gay  activists  to  change 
laws — and  even  to  kick  ass.  I  do  not  believe  in 
non-violence;  I  believe  there’s  something  very 
salutary  in,  say,  beating  up  a  gay-bashing 
policeman.  Preferably  one  fights  through  the 
courts,  through  the  laws,  through  education, 
but  if  at  a  neighborhood  level  violence  is 
necessary,  I’m  all  for  violence.  It’s  the  only 
thing  Americans  understand  or  respect 

Do  you  miss  the  cold  war? 

Um-hum.  It  was  nice  knowing  they  were  out 
there,  plotting  and  plotting  and  plotting.  But 
now  we  have  the  War  on  Drugs,  which  I 
think  is  much  more  interesting.  O 

c  1992  John  Mitzel  and  Jeffrey  Lee 

OUT  There 

Continued  from  backpage 
potential  audience.  “This  isn’t  the  ‘Coca- 
Cola’  or  even  the  ‘Digital  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Theater  Festival.’  There’s  no  big  sponsorship 
money  running  behind  this  thing.  But  with 
audience  support,  it’ll  happen  more  and  bet¬ 
ter  in  the  future.”  As  a  glimpse  toward  such  a 
future,  the  tail  end  of  the  festival  will  bring  a 
Mutlicultural  Performance  Showcase  that 
will  feature  an  Asian  lesbian  martial  arts  per¬ 
formance  and  a  Qub  Antorcha  mam  bo  fash¬ 
ion  show,  among  its  many  surprises. 

When  asked  if  “OUT  On  The  Edge...”  was 
Boston’s  Woodstock  or  Lollapalooza 
Festival  of  queer  theater,  Rybeck  hesitated. 
“Woodstock  or  Lollapalooza?  I’m  going 
back  and  forth.  Let’s  say  Lollapalooza,  I 
don’t  want  to  date  myself.”  □ 

Navy 

Continued  from  page  7 
the  rate  of  men,  they  say. 

In  addition,  openly  gay  Rep.  Gerry  Studds 
(D-Mass.)  is  demanding  a  congressional 
inquiry  into  the  actions  of  the  Naval 
Investigative  Services,  the  agency  which 
allegedly  refused  the  men  access  to  legal 
counsel  during  the  investigation. 

Woodward  said  that  although  the  hunt 
seems  to  be  over,  “there  are  individuals  still 
enmeshed  in  the  witchhunt  and  we  need  to 
do  what  we  can  to  prevent  further  injury  to 
them." 

—filed  from  San  Francisco;  Washington 

reporter  John  Zeh  contributed  to  this  story. 
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Mr.  New  England  Drummer  1992 
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FRIDAY,  JUNE  12TH  •  8PM 

leather  pride  weekend 

SPONSORED  BY  RAMROD  •  ASSISTANCE  BY  LEATHER  KNIGHTS 
RAMROD  •  1254  BOYLSTON  •  BOSTON  •  MA  •  266-2996 


WE  DON'T 
DO  TATTOOS 


But  we  will  put  your 
company  name,  logo, 
saying  (or  just  about 
anything)  on  buttons, 
T-shirts,  hats,  mugs, 
key  chains,  pens, 
matchbooks, 
pins,  awards, 
glassware,  etc. 

We  print  anything 
onto  just  about 
anything 


KEMPER  SALES  COMPANY 

P.O.  BOX  31,  N.  QUINCY,  MA  02171  •  (617)  770-0651 


WE  PRINT  ANYTHING  ONTO  JUST  ABOUT  ANYTHING. 


Kunevich  &  Lau  Agency,  Inc. 


Auto  -  Business  -  Home  -  Life 


•  rates  quoted  over  the  phone 

•  convenient  monthly  payment  plans 

•  cancelled  policies  replaced 

•  free  one-day  plate/registration  service 

•  all  possible  discounts/credits  applied 

Four  locations  in  the  greater  Boston  area .  . 
with  over  15  years  of  experience! 

Call  the  agency  you  know  and  trust. 

DORCHESTER  ALLSTON  BROOKLINE  ROSLINDALE 

282-1078  782-0400  731-1015  323-0800 


Management 
&  Community 
Development 

INSTITUTE 


Professional 

training 

for 

people 
active  in: 


•Economic  Development  ‘Affordable  Housing 
•Fundraising  ‘Management 
•Community  Organizing  and  more  ! 

May  30-  June  6, 1992 

Lincoln  Filene  Center 

Tufts  University, 

Medford,  Mass  02155 

(617)  627-3549 


DIAL  1-900-454-HOME 

$1.95/min.,  18  years  or  older. 

Findreliable  andcomprehensi  ve  information  on  thousands  of  available 
apartments  and  houses  in  the  greater  New  York  City  area. 

Many  of  the  apartments  available  in  the  New  York  City  area  are  not 
v  \  traditionally  advertised. 

l-900-454-HOME($l  .95/min.,  18  years  orolder)  is  economical 
and  easy  to  use. 

Make  One  Call  to  Find  or  List  Property  - 
Rent,  Sell,  Buy,  or  Share  in  all  the  desirable 
neighborhoods  in  all  price  ranges. 


RESIST 


Funding 
Social  Change 
Since  1967 


One  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143  617-623-5110 


Price  Shopping? 


DON’T  TAKE  A  CHANCE  WITH 
POOR  QUALITY  PARTS! 


We  will  beat  the  price  on  any  brake  or  shock  job  as  estimated 
by  the  national  chains  and  we’ll  do  it  with  high  quality  parts. 
Take  advantage  of  this  offer.  Bring  in  a  written  statement  for 
any  brake  or  shock  job  and  well  beat  it  by  10%. 


106  Pleasant  Street, 
Watertown  Square 

(617)  923-0941 


MAKE  SURE  YOU  ASK  FOR  LOUISE 


We  service  NISSAN  •  HONDA  •  SAAB  •  TOYOTA  •  VW  •  VOLVO  •  AUDI  •  MAZDA 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  p.c. 


•  DAVID  R.  LUND 

•  BARBARA  UACY 

•  THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions 
Domestic  Relationships 
Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship 
Agreements  •  Civil  Litigation 
General  Praeitice  of  Law 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  266-0760 


HEALING  SERVICE 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

June  9  •  7:30pm 

Temple  Israel 

Longwood  Ave.  at  Plymoth  Sl,  Boston 

Co-Sponsored  by  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 
For  more  information  (617)  628-7665 
*ASL  Interpreted 


\ 

fAaAkAaAaAa/ 

Healthy  teeth...  they're  a  team  effort 

•  RICK  BANKHEAD,  DDS 

•  PAUL  GROIPEN,  DDS 

•  KIRK  BANKHEAD,  DDS 


1  325-0101 

1682  Centre  Street 
West  Roxbury.  Bellvue  T 
Holy  Name  Circle 


Direct  Insurance 
Billing 

TDD:  364-2828 


364-5500 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave., 
Suite  108 

Hyde  Park  T  Available 


J 
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Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  fire  weeks  after  the 
issue  in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be 
sure  you  have  the  correct  box  number! 

ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


WOULD-BE  GM  PORN  STARS 

Boston-based  video  voyeur  is  ready  when  you 
are.  If  you  wanna  go  solo  or  do  it  with  friends, 
I’ve  got  the  camcorder  to  capture  your  perfor¬ 
mance.  We  each  keep  a  copy.  GCN  Box  358  (44) 


Rhode  Island  Dyke  -  leftish,  moon  watching  Baby 
Boomer,  adrift  in  a  sea  of  personals  -  Throw  me  a 
line  1  can  swallow!  P.O.  Box  40203,  Providence, 
RI 02904  (44) 


QUEER  ACTING,  QUEER  LOOKING 

Radical,  polilically-active,  out,  feminist,  Jewish, 
bi-dyke  bottom.  Seeking  women  to  speak  to  my 
body  and  stimulate  my  mind.  Long  walks  on  the 
beach  not  necessary.  GCN  Box  KP3  (44) 


KINKY  ORAL  STUFF 

WM  27  will  put  my  tongue  anywhere!  Especially 
armpits,  feet,  other  sweaty  parts.  Prefer  smooth¬ 
chested  18-26.  Suite  424,  304  Newbury  St. 
Boston,  M A  02115  (42) 


GWF  SEEKS  MATE 

GWF,  38,  Professionally  employed  seeks  the  right 
woman.  Likes  music,  movies,  is  romantic.  Wants 
a  monogamous  relationship.  I’m  ready.  Let’s  see 
if  it  works.  GCN  Box  F38  (44) 


BOYFRIENDS  WANTED 

Handsome  funny  affectionate  GWM,  30s  seeks 
easy-going,  friendly,  sober  boyfriend  20s.  Me: 
active,  productive,  successful,  integrity,  spiritual 
principles.  You:  leftist,  intellectual,  capable  stu¬ 
dent/artist.  GCN  Box  306  (49) 


22  Bi  M.  170cm,  60  kg.  cutie,  Oriental  boy  look¬ 
ing  for  dependable  dad.  30-60.  Please  support  me 
financially,  mentally,  technically.  I  love  Dr., 
Pilots.  Help!  GCN  Box  221  (42) 

SHARE  PARENTING 

Living  on  the  outer  Cape,  I,  a  gay  male,  would 
like  to  have  a  child  and  possibly  share  the  parent¬ 
ing  of  that  child  with  a  lesbian.  Write  and  we  can 
explore  the  possibilities.  P.O.  Box  918, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657  (48) 

GM  ARTIST  55 

Needs  honest  friend  to  trust  and  inspire  GCN 
Box  551 

White,  soft,  firm,  skinny,  small-boned,  fern 
voice,  passive  looking  for  big-boned,  tall,  heavy, 
soft  or  fat,  white,  dark  hair/eyes,  big 
face/chin/nose.  Hungar,  9801  S.  157th  PL, 
Gilbert,  AZ  85234.  (49) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 


10  for  10 

IF  YOU  PLACE  A  PERSONAL  IN  GCN  BETWEEN  NOW 
AND  JULY  1ST,  PAY  JUST  $10  AND  YOUR  AD  WILL 
APPEAR  EVERY  OTHER  WEEK  FOR  10  WEEKS.* 


HEADLINE  {optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


BASIC  COST 

□  ‘Special  offer  :  10  for  10  Personals 

$10  for  1st  25  words;  .504  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  for  5  runs  (10  weeks)  $ _ 

□  Flamer  $3.50  □  Bold  $2.00  $ _ 

(one  time  cost  for  10  for  10  personals  5  runs  (10  weeks) 

□  Business: 

$10  for  1st  25  words;  .504  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $ _ 

□  Non-Business: 

$7  for  1st  25  words;  254  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $ _ 

HEADLINES 


□  Flamer  $3.50  x _ (number  of  runs)  $_ 

□  Bold  $2.00  x _  (number  of  runs)  $. 

DISCOUNTS 

20-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $. 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $7  for  six  weeks  $. 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $20  per  column  inch,  inches  x  $20  $_ 


TOTAL  $. 


Name. 


CATEGORY 

□  10  FOR  10 

□  PERSONALS 

□  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□  HELP  WANTED 

□  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

□  VOLUNTEERS 

□  APARTMENTS 

□  VACATIONS 

□  MASSAGE 

□  FOR  SALE 

□  PUBLICATIONS 

□  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES 

□  MOVERS 

□  OTHER _ 


Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
All  display  ads  must  be  camera  ready  unless  alternative  plans  have  been  made.  No  ads  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  with  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

62  Berkley  St.,  Boston,  MA,  02116.  VisalMaslerCard  accepted. 


Vermont  Bear,  tall,  beard.  Sane  but  kinky,  short 
hair,  very  hairy,  cut  offs,  work  boots,  home  video 
exchange.  Day,  Box  3086,  Burlington,  VT.  0540 

(46) 

- FOR  SEX  ONLY - 

GWF,  professional,  mid-thirties  has  spring  fever.  I 
have  a  lover,  just  want  to  have  more  sex.  Any 
women  interested  in  wild  nights  or  afternoon 
delight?  Race,  age  unimportant.  Serious  replies 
only.  GCN  Box  L22  (46) 

Liza,  Is  this  what  you  were  expecting  to  see? 


Are  you 
too  sexy  for 
these  ads? 


Why  not  write  your  own  and  prove  it? 
$10  buys  you  1 0  weeks  to  see  if 
anyone  else  thinks  so.  For  a  limited 
time,  your  personal  can  appear  five 
times  (ten  weeks)  for  only  $10. 
See  form  on  this  page  for  details. 


DATES  OR  SEX 

What  about  dates  for  sex?  Is  your  calendar  too 
lull  of  things  that  are  too  serious.  Mine  is.  Let  me 
pencil  you  in  for  something  fun.  Slightly  st  res  sell¬ 
out  LF,  late  twenties,  seeks  women  for  occasion¬ 
al  diversions.  Age,  race  unimportant.  GCN  Box 
676  (46) 


Attractive,  trim,  easy-going,  healthy  HIV+  GWM 
into  erotic  massage  and  more.  Lay  back,  enjoy! 
Also  alternative  therapies,  audio,  travel.  (404) 
876-9529,  P.O.  Box  53142,  Atlanta,  GA.  30355. 

(46) 


YOU’RE  A  PAIN  IN  THE  ASS 

At  least  that’s  what  I’m  hoping.  GBM  bottom 
seeks  exceptionally  endowed  top.  Also  FF.  Box 
PS3  (42) 


DO  YOU  BITE 

GWM  24,  5’10”,  150  lbs.  attractive  with  smooth 
boy  body  wants  to  bite  other  smooth  boy  bodies. 
Safe,  discreet..  Pix  encouraged,  but  not  necessary 
for  reply.  GCN  Box  B12  (40) 


Radio/Cable  TV  for  and  about  us. Send  $2 

(applied  to  order)  for  catalog  to  Box  11212, 
Washington,  DC  20008  (48) 


GWM,  30,  sexy,  blonde,  slim,  cute  buns  seeks 
well-hung  studs  for  fun  times.  Love  to  deep- 
throat.  P.O.  Box  656,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 


Child  care 


Lesbian  couple  seeking  live-in  child  care  help  for 
infant  girl  in  Cambridge.  Experience  with  chil¬ 
dren,  non-smoker,  drivers’  license  required.  Call 
354-5447 

Lesbian  moms  need  child  care  for  two  infants, 
Sept-June,  8:30-5:00,  Cambridge.  Call  868-4251 
or  492-1091,  leave  message. _ (40) 


Announcements 


FISHER  PRICE  PIXEL  CAMERAS 

Do  you  have  one?  Has  the  novelty  worn  off?  I 
hope  so  because  I  really  need  one.  Write  to  GCN 
Box  Pix,  name  your  price.  (38) 

Key  youth  issues  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
detailed  in  audiotapes  collected  by  veteran 
reporter  John  Zeh.  Send  $2  (applied  to  order)  for 
catalog  to  Box  11212,  Washington,  DC  20008 
_ (48) 

Reporter  seeks  examples  of  businesses  comply¬ 
ing  with  or  violating  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act  Write  Capital  Coverage  by  John  Zeh.  Box 
11212,  Washington,  DC  20008  (48) 

WAR  RESISTERS  LEAGUE’S  TRAINING 
PROGRAM  FOR  ORGANIZERS 

August  7-16,  1992.  Cost:  $275-$500,  sliding 
scale.  Program  held  in  western  Massachusetts.  To 
receive  a  brochure  and  application,  contact  WRL, 
339  Lafayette  ST.,  New  York,  NY  10012.  Apply 
by  June  1. 

YOUNG  CREATIVE  WRITERS 

CALL  FOR  SUBMISSIONS 

Multicultural  anthology  of  creative  writing  by 
young  lesbians,  gay  men,  and  bisexuals.  From 
Now  On  seeks  poetry,  drama,  fiction  from  writers 
bom  in  1966  or  later,  especially  from  people  of 
color.  Many  submissions  already  received.  Send 
works  ASAP  to  Lowenthal/Wofford,  PO  Box  A- 
164,  Hanover,  NH  03755.  (42) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  Boston-area  and  North  Shore  support 
groups  for  women  currently  or  formerly  experi¬ 
encing  physical,  emotional,  sexual  or  economic 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  Call  the  Network  for 
Battered  Lesbians  at  617-424-8611  with  a  safe 
number  and  times  to  reach  you.  (Voice  answering 
machine;  TTY  response  available.)  Call  for 
accessibility  and  childcare  information. 

FEEDBACK  ON  YOUR  WRITING? 

5  Boston-based  writers  seek  3  more  for  newly- 
formed  group.  Women  and  people  of  color  par¬ 
ticularly  welcome.  Gerry  617-395-5094.  (40) 


For  lesbians  and  gays.  First  ever  on  east  coast  in 
Vipassana  tradition.  April  10-12.  Led  by  Arinna 
Weisman,  Eric  Kolvig.  Contact  Brace  (508)  745- 
2381  (38) 


GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  BISEXUAL  YOUTH 

For  a  list  of  newsletters,  pen  pal  programs,  talk¬ 
lines,  and  other  resurces,  send  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  along  with  a  note  requesting 
the  National  Resources  List  to  the  Youth 
Outreach  Program,  1213  N.  Highland  Avenue, 
Los  Angeloes,  CA  90038.  This  list  is  available 
free  to  anyone  23  or  under. 


BATACUDA  BELLES 

Women’s  Percussion-Marching  Band  African- 
Brazilian,  Cuban  rhythms-plays  wide  variety  of 
community  events-has  openings.  All  levels  of 
musicianship  welcome!  Rehearsals  7-9  pm 
Tuesdays  at  Graham  &  Parks  School,  15  Upton 
St,  Cambridge.  Call  Angelamia  Bachman  for 
more  info.  Opening  date  3-24-92.  (34) 


Help  Wanted 


SPEAK  OUT  FOR  LESBIAN/GAY  RIGHTS 

National  lesbian/gay  org.  seeking  organizers  and 
paid  volunteers  to  attend  1/g  events  and  enroll 
new  members.  Have  fun,  mate  a  difference  on  1/g 
rights/AIDS  and  earn  money  for  yourself  or  your 
org.  Can  make  up  to  $15-$20/hour.  Call  (617) 
894-4069  (42) 


PEACE  AND  JUSTICE  ORGANIZER 

Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival,  working  to 
oppose  U.S.  militarism  and  to  promote  social  and 
economic  justice,  seeks  head  organizer  to  build 
grassroots  involvement  and  activism,  and  to 
expand  our  network  of  members  and  supporters. 
Key  responsibilities  include  planning  political 
program  and  strategy,  increasing  membership 
rnvolvement  and  leadership  skills,  fundraising 
and  event  organizing.  Minimum  5  years  organiz¬ 
ing  experience  required.  Salary  $27,000/yr.,  plus 
benefits.  Equal  opportunity/affirmative  action 
employer.  Please  send  resume,  two  writing  sam¬ 
ples,  and  three  references  to:  Boston  Mobilization 
for  Survival,  c/o  Search  Committee,  11  Garden 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 

DAY/EVENING  ATTENDANTS 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  disabled  couple 
and  friendly  dog.  No  experience  necessary,  but 
must  have  a  drivers’  license  and  be  dependable, 
mature  energetic.  Weekdays  or  weekends,  all 
shifts.  $200-$250/wk.  Call  731-6228. 

(38) 


RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER 

Counseling/Latina  Services  Coordinator:  provide 
individual  and  group  counseling,  coordinate  vol¬ 
unteer  counselors,  network  w /Latina  community. 
Bilingual  (Spanish),  2  years  counseling  experi¬ 
ence,  experience  in  women’s  issues  and  volunteer 
programs  required.  $21  -$23K.  Resume  and  cover 
letter  to  BARCC,  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr., 
CAmbridge,  MA  02139.  EOE/AA. 


Personal  care  attendants  for  disabled  lesbian  art 
therapist.  Alternate  weekends  Fri.  8am-Mon.  8am 
(72  hrs)  $325/wknd  or  Wed.  8am-Fri  8am  (48hrs.) 
$200/wk  clear.  Non  smoking,  woman  pref.  Must 
have  a  drivers’  license,  be  a  light  sleeper  and  able 
to  lift.  1  yr  commitment.  Will  train.  T  accessible 
location.  (61 7)  524-0921.  (38) 


Des  Moines,  IA  -  Quaker  peace  and  justice  orga¬ 
nization  seeking  senior-level  community  organiz¬ 
er.  Candidate  must  be  experienced  in  organizing, 
program  development,  fundraising,  budget  man¬ 
agement  and  supervision.  Affirmative  action 
employer.  Candidates  from  any  of  these  AA 
groups  encouraged  to  apply:  people  of  color, 
women,  lesbians/gays/bisexuals  and  persons  with 
disabilities.  Wrile/call  for  job  description  and 
application  form.  AMerican  Friends  Service 
Committee  (AFSC),  4211  Grand  Ave.  Des 
Moines,  IA  50312.  Phone  (515)  274-4851 


DYKES  WHO  DO  LAWNS 

Lesbian  looking  for  gardening  and  lawn  help. 
West  Somerville  location.  $8/hr.  Call  776-4144. 
Tools  and  lawnmower  provided.  (38) 


EARN  COMMISSIONS  referring  clients  to  us. 
We  advance  funds  to  PWA’s  in  return  for  their  life 
insurance  benefits.  American  National  Investors 
Corp.  1  -800-594-21 68.  (40) 


PSYCHIATRIC 
SOCIAL  WORKER 


The  University  of  Connecticut  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  Services  has  an  opening 
for  a  permanent,  full-time,  12  month 
psychiatric  social  worker  in  the  Mental 
Health  Service.  Duties  include  individual 
&  group  psychotherapy  &  24  hour  emer¬ 
gency  crisis  intervention.  Expertise 
desired  in  cross-cultural  therapy,  minority 
issues,  gay  issues,  or  eating  disorders. 
MSW  and  CT  CISW-eligible  required. 
Excellent  salary  and  benefits.  Send  cover 
letter  and  vita  to:  Director,  Student  Men¬ 
tal  Health  Service,  University  of  Connec¬ 
ticut,  U-11  234  Glenbrook  Rd.,  Storrs,  CT 
06269-3011.  AA/EOE.  (Search  #2S14). 
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MEDITATION  RETREAT 


CANNERY  WORKERS/ALASKA 

Up  to  S600/wkly.  Earn  $4000+/monthly  on  fish¬ 
ing  vessels.  Over  6000  openings  male/female.  No 
experience  necessary  call  1  -206-736-7000  ext. 
5449B2.  (34) 


FALL  SEMESTER  1992 

Graduate  student/professional  lesbian  couple  and 
well-behaved  dog  seek  house  of  fiat  to  sublet  for 
fall.  Cambridge  (Harvard  Sq.)  preferred,  rent 
negotiable  (617)  552-3695. _ (42) 


$800  Weekly  Possible!  Working  at  home!  37  dif¬ 
ferent  opportunities.  Rush  $1  and  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to:  Harvey  Council,  H-125 
Blake  St.,  Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 


Volunteers 


DO  YOU  HAVE 
A  CLASS  2  LICENSE 

Help  GCN  celebrate  Pride  '92  by  driving 
the  GCN/MAC  float.Call  Laura,  426-4469. 

GCN  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP. 

GCN  began  as  a  volunteer  run  organization,  and 
we  still  depend  heavily  on  volunteers.  In  fact,  our 
survival  now  depends  on  more  people-power!  To 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved,  call  426-4469 
and  ask  for  a  volunteer  information  package.  This 
will  give  you  a  better  sense  of  how  our  office 
works  and  the  type  of  help  we  need.  Below  are 
some  critical  ways  to  get  involved  right  away. 


Margaret  Fuller  Neighborhood  House,  Inc. 

Spend  a  few  hours  each  week  helping  a  parent 
who  needs  emotional  support.  Training  ana  reim¬ 
bursement  provided.  Call  547-2371 


PLAN  A  BENEFIT 

Enter  the  thrilling  world  of  events  planning.  Gain 
valuable  experience  while  mobilizing  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  support  GCN. 


PURSUE  PROOFREADING 

GCN  always  needs  diligent  readers  to  make  sure 
no  typos  make  their  way  into  publication.  Are 
you  good  at  catching  errors?  This  job  might  pro¬ 
vide  unique  satisfaction  for  you.  Proofing  hap¬ 
pens  on  Weds,  and  Thurs.  night  every  other 
week.  Call  for  details.  


For  sale 


“TAKE  A  STAND  FOR  SEXUAL  LIBERA¬ 
TION!  SUPPORT  GAY  RIGHTS!”  t-shirts 
w/pink  triangle  underneath  (S-XL)  $12.00,  2  for 
$20.00.  Freedom  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  240915, 
Apple  Valley,  MN  55 1 24.  (30) 

JAMAICA  PLA1N-EXEL.  COND.  $107,500 

Charming  turn  of  the  century  single;  6  1/2  rms; 
spariding  hdwd  firs;  lg.  eat-in  kit.  newer  systems 
and  roof;  flower  garden;  close  to  T;  friendly 
neighborhood.  Owner  524-5395. _ (38) 


Apartments 


SUNNY  VICTORIAN,  BRIGHTON 

Furnished  room  in  spacious  house  with  lesbian 
professional  couple  and  4yo  son.  W/D,  near  T. 
$375/month  or  exchange  15  hours  childcare  and 
household  help  for  room  and  board.  254-5929. 
_ (42) 

Rental  N.H.  Hampstead,  Quiet,  in-law  apartment, 
4  rooms,  walk  to  the  beach,  20  minutes  to  495  or 
93.  Off  street  parking.  No  pets.  $590+  first  and 
security.  (603)  329-6161. _ (42) 


SOMERVILLE-DAVIS/PORTER  SQ. 

Beautiful  2  poss.  3  BR  in  woman-owned/occ. 
house.  Hdwd  firs,  orig.  moldings,  fireplace,  yd. 
w/d  and  storage  in  basement.  $800.  666-0403. 
_ (36) 

Medford  garages  for  rent.  Also  6  large  rooms,  3 
bdrms  and  garage  near  T,  enclosed  front  porch. 
Hot  water,  no  fee  $650.  396-5639.  (40) 

2nd  floor  for  rent  $550,  2  bdrm,  quiet  neighbor¬ 
hood  near  Rte.  24  &  495.  Call  ($08)  238-0872 

after  6pm.  (3C) 

Fort  Hil  -  $500,  all  utilities  payed  Stadto  apt., 
hdwd  flood,  eat-in  kitchen,  on  tale  and  friendly 
street.  Newly  remodeled  445-2013.  (38) 

So.  Shore  Rettaorant/Pab  on  busy  State  Hwy. 
Large  kitchen.  Ample  parking,  7  day  license. 
Business  and  Real  Estate  Call  days.  Elaine  (617) 
770-2481.  (36) 

SUMMER  SUBLET  IN  J.P. 

Large,  sunny  ,  furnished  1  bedroom  apt  with 
storage.  Looking  for  responhbie  person  or  cou¬ 
ple  June,  July,  August.  $450+.  524-3793  (38) 

3  BDRM  -  POND  SIDE  JP 

Sunny,  spacious  apartment  in  lethiait- 
owned/occupied  2-family  house.  Quiet,  safe 
neighborhood,  blks  to  Pond  and  Arboretum. 
Hardwood.  Hardwood  floors,  porches, 
washcr/dryer  available.  Fenced  yard-  dogs  okay. 
Available  August  1st  $875/mo.  Call  522-5529 
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Housing  wanted 


DYKE  SUBLET  NEEDED 

Easy-going  but  responsible  lesbian  and  well- 
behaved  cat  seek  housing  for  June,  July,  Aug.. 
Pref.  J.P,  Cambridge,  Somerville.  I’m  a  non- 
smoker,  occasional  beer-drinker  and  1  don’t  cook 
with  meal.  S250-300/mo.  range.  Call  524-9085. 

LF  31,  seeks  sublet  April  to  mid-June.  Non¬ 
smoking.  Boston/Cambridge  area.  Ruth,  625- 
4183.  (38) 


Roommates 


Try  GCN9 s 
Guaranteed 
Roommate  Ad 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


JP  -  3  MIN.  TO  ARBORETUM 

LF  41  seeks  friendly,  independent  roommate  for 
sunny  JP  apt.  3rd  floor,  porch,  wash  mach.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  $275+.  Open  to  temporary  housemate  or 
part-time  arrangement  for  out-of-town  commuter. 
522-2240.  (32) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  LF/BiF  to  share  spacious,  sunny  2BR 
near  Arboretum,  Pond  and  T.  LR,  DR,  Eat-in- 
kitchen,  extra  guest  rm/study,  2  porches,  lots  of 
light.  $350+,  Available  now  through  August. 
522-2558  (42) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  HOUSEHOLD 

Seeks  queer  or  queer-positive  housemate;  rent- 
controlled,  $278/mo.  without  util.  Spacious, 
bright,  cozy  in  quiet  neighborhood.  2M,  IF,  ages 
27-36.  576-2368. 

Trees,  view,  breezes,  s undeck,  skylights,  offstreet 
parking.  Quiet  neighborhood  near  subway, 
expressway,  beach.  Drug  free  women  and  gay 
house.  Roomy  studio  $515,  including  everything. 
436-2583 

3LF  seek  nonsmk  LF  for  sunny  rm  in  lovely  apt 
in  J.P.  W/D,  dishwasher,.  Near  bus,  T, 
Arboretum.  $290.  includes  all  522-6226. 

2M  seek  3rd  to  share  cozy  3BR  apt.  in  Davis  Sq. 
SOmerville.  3  min.  walk  to  T.  Looking  for  quiet 
nonsmker,  35+  pref.  $339+.  Al,  536-650$  or 
623-2897.  Available  now. 

Roslindale  -  2  apt.s  very  near  T  and  Square  $525, 
less  $30  on  time  payment.  Refrigerator,  tile  bath, 
owner-occupied,  washer,  sundeck;  nice  yard. 
325-7430. 

Jamaica  Plain,  2Bdrm,  51/2  rm  apt.  w/porches, 
very  close  to  Orange  and  Green  lines.  $530  plus 
heat.  Ref.  required,  524-4028 

JP  NEAR  ABORETUM 

2  LFs  seek  3rd.  SPacious  apt.  near  T,  pkg,  w/d, 
share  food,  smoke-free,  no  more  pets.  $308+util. 
July  1st,.  534-6839 _ 

3LF  seek  4th  for  spacious  Belmont  house.  Hdwd 
floors,  fireplace,  bus  line.  25+,  friendly  ,  inde¬ 
pendent,  no  smoking,  no  drugs.  $303.75+.  Sara 
or  Sandy,  484-8527.  Available  June  1.  (40) 

SHARE  JP  HOUSE 

with  veg  LF  40’s  and  cal,  w/d,  yd.  No  smoke, 
drags.  $600+  1/2  util  522-7661 .  (40) 

LAUGHTER  AND  POPCORN 

Openings  for  2  LFs  in  ecofeminist  semi -coop 
near  Davis  Sq.  Porches,  yard,  w/d.  Smoke,  drag 
and  pet-free.  Min.  ale.  Call  628-0878,  623-0703. 
Avail,  now.  (44) 

JP  -  PONDSIDE  -  MAY  1 

LF  &  Bi  F  seek  Lf  or  BiF  for  3  bedroom  apt.  to 
share  respectful  home.  Semi-coop.  Quiet  street 
near  T.  Frirch,  hardwood  floors,  piano.  $300  + 
low  utilities.  No  more  pets.  524-5933. 

DAVIS  SO.  -  SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  A  cat  seek  woman  to  share  sunny, 
spacious,  3  bdrm  apt.  Steps  to  T.  w/d,  yard. 
Alcohol/drag-free  space.  Rent  $375+.  Avail  May 
1. 666-9644.  (40) 

MEDFORD 

L  seeks  2F  or  lesbian  couple  to  share  house. 
Laundry,  no  pets  or  smoking.  Safe  neighborhood 

near  Tufts.  $250  +  util.  each.  396-1074.  (38) 

COMFY  3  BDR  HSE/  MEDFORD  SQ 

1/1  couple  to  share  2  firs,,  drvwy,  w/d,  cable, 
porch  <e  big  yard!  Pets  ok.  No  smk/drags.  Avail, 
now.  Sublet  poss.  $370  inc.  util.  391  -7796. 

A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

Melrose:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gar¬ 
dens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  min¬ 
utes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T 
stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including 
utilities.  665-6082.  (d7) 


SOMERVILLE 

Union/Porter  Squares.  2F/1M  seek  4th.  Mixed 
orientation,  1  non-smoking,  mostly  veggie,  mid- 
20s-30s,  semi-coop/independent.  Spacio  clean, 
w/d,  porches,  garden.  CaL  Buses.  Available  June 
1  (sublet  or  longterm).  $310  (negotiable).  623- 
7S95- _  (42) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

LF  acupuncture  student  seeks  woman  to  share 
apt.  on  river,  2  blocks  from  Watertown  Sq., 
buses,  etc.,  close  to  pike.  Canoe  in  basement, 
outdoor  pool  down  the  block.  $337  +.  924-1317 

3LF  seek  nonsmk  F  for  sunny  rm  in  lovely  apt.  in 
JP  W/D.  dishwshr.  Near  bus,  T,  Aboretum.  $290 
includes  all.  522-6266.  (32) 


TEELE  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 

3  lesbians  seeks  4th  womani st/feminist  to  share 
the  fun  and  frustration  of  creating  a  home  com¬ 
munity.  Avail  Feb.  $275+.  628-7604  (32) 

ARUNGTON 

LF  &  F  seek  F  with  sense  of  humor  for  large 
sunny  apt.,  w/d,  porches,  fireplace,  pkg.,  near  T. 
Quiet,  no  smike,  min.  drags/alc.  $310+.  648- 
4107,648-8245  (30) 

HAVE  YOU  GOT  THE  FEVER? 

or  are  you  just  hot?  Why  write  not  a  personal  and 
prove  it?  $10  buys  you  10  weeks  to  see  if  anyone 
else  thinks  so.  For  a  limited  time,  your  personal 
can  appear  five  times  (ten  weeks)  for  only  $10. 
See  form  on  page  1 3  for  details. 

EAST  ARLINGTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drags,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment. 
$340+,  643-2426.  (40 

WEST  OF  BOSTON 

LF  +  dog  seeks  m/F  to  share  home  in  country 
setting.  25  min.  to  Boston.  Lg.  yard,  deck,  pkg., 
W/D,  DW,  fireplace,  mod.  kitchen.  2  private 
rooms  +  bath.  No  smokers.  $450+.  Call  (508) 
655-2623.  (30) 

SOMERVILLE 

March  1  st  or  earlier,  3rd  sought  by  2  plus  cat,  3rd 
fir.  Quaintly  beautiful  large  apt.,  100  years  old. 
Wood  floors,  laundry,  clawfoot  tub,  big  porch. 
Btwn  Davis  and  Union  Squares.  Quick  bus  to 
Davis,  Kendall,  Lechemere  and  other  T.  Clean 
but  releaxed.  Good  neighborhood,  easy  parking. 
We  smoke.  $325+.  Rachel,  Chris  or  Jenny  776- 
2811. 

3  LF,  LARGE  HOUSE,  JP,  SK  4TH 

Independent,  cooperative  household  with  a  sense 
of  humor,  a  cat,  low  rent,  near  Ts  and  progressive 
politics  seek  LF,  27+,  non-smoker,  minimal  alco¬ 
hol,  experience  with  group  living.  Available  3/1, 
522-7572.  (29) 

PORTER-DAVIS  SQ 

2  LF  seek  F  for  friendly  independent  household, 
nice  big  apartment,  W/D,  driveway.  No  smoke, 
$330+,  643-5903.  (27) 


HARVARD  SQUARE  AREA 

LF  seeks  25+  LF,  Bi  or  SF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apt.  5  min  from  Harvard  Square.  W/D  and  fire¬ 
place.  No  smoking.  $337.50  utilities  included. 
Call  864-6609 

Jamaica  Plain.  Newly  renovated  one-bedroom 
apt  in  3-family.  Enclosed  porch,  w/w  caipt,  lots 
of  skylights.  492-4304  (49) 

Professional  gay  male  seeks  same  to  share  2BR 
in  Jamaica  Plain.  Fully  equipped,  large,  all  oak, 
eat-in  kitchen,  pantry,  W/D,  porch,  yard,  ceiling 
fans,  new  windows,  fresh  paint,  refinished  wood 
floors,  one  block  from  orange  line.  No  pets, 
drugs,  partiers.  Available  2/1.  731-2205.  NO 
FEE.  (27) 

MEDFORD 

Quiet  2Bdrm.  apt.  to  share,  w/d,  walk  to  T.  $300 
plu  util./mo.  396-541 8,  6-8pm.  -(40) 

FEMALE  HOUSEMATE 

DAVIS  SQ  (NEAR  RED  LINE/TUFTS) 

Three  women  (womani st,  of  varied  ages  and  sex¬ 
ual  orientations)  seek  woman  for  our  sunny,  spa¬ 
cious,  two  floor  apartment.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  quiet,  homey.  Next  to  laundromat,  stores, 
park.  Chem-free.  $300+  utilities,  2  phones,  666- 
2851,628-7687.  (40) 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

2  L’s  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  J.P.  apt.  Porch,  w/d, 
short  walk  to  orange  line,  green  line,  pond. 
Available  June  1st  or  earlier.  $316+.  524-8672. 
_ (42)_ 

FRIENDLY  HOME-SOMERVILLE 

2LFs  and  dogs  seek  ILF  to  share  house  in  Davis 
Sq.  Yard,  walk  to  T.  Short-  or  long-term.  No 
smoke/drugs,  minimum  alcohol.  $350+.  776- 

6612.  (27) 

BIG  HOUSE 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  3  fir  rent  controlled  house  in 
Cambridgeport.  Parking,  yard,  near  T.  Bdrm  and 
study  for  $286/mo.  661-6771  eves.  (hrs) 

LOVELY  CONVENIENT  SPLIT  RANCH 

3LF  and  2  cats  (no  more  please)  seek  fourth. 
Suburb,  5  min.  to  Tufts,  10  to  Davis  Sq.  and 
Cambridge,  near  Rt  93.  Lovely  2  1/2  bath  home, 
huge  yard,  gardens,  patio,  all  amenities,  fire¬ 
place,  storage,  parking  ,  separate  phone  line.  Non 
smoker,  30+  desired.  $300+,  security.  Available 
immediately.  729-8438. 


QUIET  COUNTRY  RURAL  LIVING. 

SLF  craft spers on  seeks  roomale,  to  occupy  fur¬ 
nished  room,  shared  kitchen/bath  and 
washer/dryer.  Vegetarian  preferred,  no  smoking, 
no  drags,  pets  negotiable.  55  minutes  north  of 
Boston.  15  minutes  to  commuter  rail.  (603)  432- 
1081.  Anytime.  (28) 

TEELE  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 

3  lesbians  seek  4th  womanist/feminist  to  share 
the  fun  and  frustration  of  creating  a  home  com¬ 
munity.  Feb.  $275+  628-7604  (28) 

MAKING  A  HOME  IN  EAST  ARLINGTON 

1  friendly  considerate  LF  seeks  1  -2  LF’s  for  real¬ 
ly  nice,  spacious  3-bedroom.  Convenient  to  T. 
Off  street  parking.  Wood  floors,  sunny,  porches, 
yard,  basement  laundry.  Own  phone  line(s). 
Petless,  smokeless.  $385+util.  Call  648-0970. 

(30) 


MEDFORD 

Lesbian  looking  for  housemate  for  large  2-BR 
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apartment.  Near  Tufts,  T,  laundry,  dogs  okay. 
$350  plus  util.  Loren  391-1084.  (32) 

NASHUA,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Seeking  woman  to  share  townhouse  Exit  8. 
Sunny,  large  bedroom/closet,  washer/dryer  fire¬ 
place,  dishwasher,  some  storage.  Friendly  inde¬ 
pendent  environment.  No  smoking.  $290+utili- 
ties.  (603)  886-9445.  (32) 

ON  STREET  W/DIVERSITY 

GM  40  seeking  non-smoker  in  large  sunny  flat 
on  2nd  floor.  Washer/dryer  $400  includes  utils. 
524-0095  Near  T.  (32) 

Wakefield  3  bed  2  bath  contemporary  DW, 
W&D,  cable,  parking.  Near  128  &  93.  $400.00 
mo.  includes  utilities.  Dennis  246-1905. 
(32) _ 

NORTH  CAMBRIDGE 

LF  seeks  F  for  beautiful,  very  sunny  2  BR. 
Friendly,  quiet,  no  smoke,  min.  drags/alc.  Hrdwd 
floors,  porches,  deck,  large  yard.  $375+,  poss. 
negotiable.  661-8957  (28) 

BROOKLINE  VILLAGE 

2  L  seek  L  27+  for  7  room  apt.  ample  space, 
light,  airy,  w/d  work  fir,  5  min  to  T  or  stores. 
$333  includes  heat/hw/gas,  prkg.  12  steppers, 
recyclers  welcome.  No  smoke  or  fur,  call  734- 
3536  (28) 

2ND  AND  3RD  FLOOR  IN  E.  ARUNGTON 

2LFs  seek  3rd  for  spacious,  sunny  3BR.  Yard, 
porches,  laundry,  off-street  parking,  own  phone 
line.  No  smk/pets.  $400  +  util.  Call  648-0970  or 
648-1724. 


NASHUA  NH  AREA 

GWF,  33  sks  same  or  GWM  to  share  twnhse. 
Must  like  cals  but  no  more  pise.  Lg  BR,  some 
storage, w/d,  deck.  $350  +  util.  503-595-2308. 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3LF  seek  LF  for  spacious  house  close  to  Centre 
street  and  T.  No  smoking,  no  pets.  $300+utilities. 
522-8235. 

Somerville:  Very  clean,  quiet,  private  GM,  seeks 
M/F  for  beautiful  apt.  No  petrs,  smoke,  or  drugs. 
Light  cooking  preferred,  foreign  coll,  students 
welcome.  $300.00/mo.  plus  util.  Details?  call 
625-9438  A.M. 

SPACIOUS  JAMAICA  PLAIN  APT. 

Looking  for  two  people  to  share  fabulous  3  BR 
apt.  Lots  of  great  features,  good  loveation.  Near 
T,  39  bus.  Pond.  Excellent  rent  $300  +.  Available 
Mayl  524-7767. 


Movers 


GAY  MOVER  641-1234 

(v.20+) 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  track.  269-0893. 


Health  Products 


DISTRIBUTORS  WANTED! 

For  proven  nutritional  formula  that  will  seriously 
impact  everyone  who  is  HTV  positive  or  at  risk  or 
just  wanting  a  stronger  immune  system.  Call 
Michael  (407)998-9545,  or  write:  3207  Clint 
Moore  Rd.  6-207,  Boca  Raton,  FL  33496.  (40) 


Business  Opp’s 


42  pure  essential  oils  and  fragrance  oils 
(patchouly,  sandalwood,  jasmine,  rose,  etc.) 
1,745.5  oz.  retailing  for  approx.  $12,000.  Will 
sell  for  $6,000.  One  future  option  for  buyer  is  to 
resell  in  half-ounce  bottles:  3,491  half-ounces  x 
$7  for  an  income  of  $24,437.  Going  back  to 
school,  must  sell.  Call  Mindy  (Marblehead) 
(617)639-4017.  (40) 

SOCIAU  BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 

Social/Organization/  Business  index,  voice  mail, 
FAX.  Free  listing.  Indicate  any  or  all  three  for 
details:  SASE  to  The  Meeting  Room,  Suite  600, 
Dept  G,  40760  Garfield,  Mt  Clemens,  MI  48044 
FAX:  (313)  792-5620  (43) 


SERVICES 


MEET  A  NEW  LOVER 

It’s  up  to  you.  Have  FUN  Local  #’s.  1-900-773- 
9800  $2/min  18+  CF  Comm  Oceanside,  CA  (40) 

AFFORDABLE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

to  help  you  with  dating,  love,  intimacy,  sex,  self- 
image,  work,  money,  coming  out,  families,  eating 
issues.  Initial  interview  of  therapist  at  no  cost. 
Cart  Schneider.  (617)  327-5343  (44) 

GAY  MEN’S  COUNSEUNG 

Caring,  socially  aware  and  perceptive  counseling. 
15  years  expenence.  Free  support  groups.  Home 
visits,  sliding  scale.  Don  864-9278.  “Proud  to  be 
Gay”  (40) 


VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 


MAY  23-JUNE  5,  1992  -  13 


Do  you  believe  in  God?  Are  you  confused  spiritually? 
Do  you  feel  lost  in  an  unimportant  material  world?  If  you  feel 
the  burden  of  an  unhealthy  soul  there  is  help.  Aura  mending  by 


cTanya 


Spiritual  healing  of  the  mind,  body  and  soul.  Through  her  new 
study  of  religion,  crystals,  tarot  and  candles.  Her  knowledge  has 
helped  thousands  and  she  will  guide  you  to  a  happy,  spiritual, 
soulful  life.  Her  readings  are  guaranteed  to  answer  all  of  your 
questions  and  will  help  you  with  all  of  your  problems-  love, 
health  or  business.  Through  God  and  understanding  the  tools  He 
has  given  us,  peace,  love  and  happiness  are  possible.  Priced 
within  reach  of  all.  By  appointment  only.  10am-8pm.  Call 

625-1460 


VOUIHRER 

ATGCN 


MASSAGE 


P-town  Spring  Special 

$15.00  Off 

FULL  BODY  MASSAGE. 

Offer  good  through  May  31  st 

1 1/2  hour  session 

Reg.  price  $65,  Special  price  $50 
For  appotntmant  call  Michael 

(508)  487-4266 

MICHAEL  QROHALL 

162  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma 


Publications 


EXPERIENCE  THE  ULTIMATE 

Increase  the  enjoyment  of  your  sex  toys  with  har¬ 
nesses  and  restraints.  Double  your  pleasure.  Write 
for  free  brochure:  Ultimate  Products,  Mail-order 
Dept.  G,  P.O.  Box  450124,  Houston,  TX  77045 

, m. 

WOMAN  OF  POWER 

Woman  of  Power:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,  an  inspiring,  thought- 
provoking,  and  visually  stunning  quarterly  publi¬ 
cation.  Featnies  feminist  visionaries  and  activists 
in  articles,  interviews,  artwork,  photography. 
Each  issue  explores  a  central  theme  such  as  'The 
Living  Earth,  “Sacred  Spaces,”  “Leadership,” 
“Relationships,”  “Creative  Arts.”  Subscriptions: 
$26/year  U.S.;  single  issue  $8;  write  for  Canadian 
and  overseas  rates.  Woman  of  Power,  PO  Box 
2785,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent  $15/11 
issues 


LOVE  BOYS? 

NAMBLA  seeks  justice  for  men  and  boys  inter¬ 
ested  in  consensual  relationships.  Our  monthly 
Bulletin  features  news,  fiction,  letters,  art. 
Confidential  mailing  list.  $25/year.  NAMBLA, 
POB  174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (44) 

THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  827- 
0270.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

Monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81  .(ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  are  political,  open-minded 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  omd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


and  eager  for  dialogue.  Sample  $1.50  sub.  $6 
more  if /less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF, 
CA  94114.  (20.35) 


BROOMSTICK 

A  quarterly  national  feminist  political  journal  by, 
for,  and  about  women  over  forty.  3543  18th  St.  #3, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Yearly  subscriptions: 
U.S.  :  $15,  Canada,  $20,  (U.S.  funds).  Overseas 
and  Institutions  $25.  Sample  copy  $5.  Free  to 
incarcerated  women  over  forty. 


“OH  MY  COCK” 

“One  queen,  one  cock,  two  balls  and  the  copy 
machine  at  work.”  Oh  My  Cock,  the  nastiest  little 
gay  sex  zine,  is  coming  soon.  For  info,  send  SASE 
(legal  envelope)  to  GCN  Box  OMC. 
(34) 


GAYELLOW m 
r973  PAGES  |AJ 

Accommodation*,  AIDS/HIV  mourcaa,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  business**,  hsaNh  cars, 
legal  ssrvicet,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  lor  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA.  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  trom  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico)  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payabfij 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  & 
men  City  by  city  information  lor  all  US  Stales, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  ol  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  man  order  companies 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  A  NJ.  separate 
Women's  Section,  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
AZ,  AR,  FL,  GA.  KS.  KY,  LA.  MS,  MO,  NM.  NC 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA,  NH,  OH 
PA.  Rl.  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION.  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


MEN 


My  name  is  Darryl  Dwayne  Stephens  and 
I’m  here  in  McAlester  with  no  one  to  write 
to.  Looking  for  someone  real  sweet.Write 
to:Darryl  Dwayne 

Stephens, #176641, Oklahoma  State 
Penitentiary, Box  97, McAlester, OK  74501 

Incarcerated  18  y.o.  White  male, 5'6‘, 120 
lbs.,br/hzl  seeking  an  older  gentleman  for 
relationship  and  some  help.Can  Possibly 
relocate  on  my  release  in  11  months.Photo 
appreciated  .Kevin  Hallanger 
#7159514, Oregon  State  Penitentiary, 2605 
State  St. .Salem, OR  97310-0505 

Incarcerated 

BiWM,6'2,210,br/bl.Lonely?lf  you  are  a 
sincere  and  caring  person  who  knows  how 
it  feels  to  be  alone, please  write. I'd  love  to 
share  a  smile;into 

poetry, reading, weightlifting  and  music.Take 
a  chance. James  C.Cole  #1 23485, HC0- 
1,Reidsville,GA  30499 

Contained  within  four  walls, close- 
management  cell, 24-hour  lock  down. Lonely 
and  need  that  special  person  to  share  my 
feelings.Blk/grn.5'10,163  lbs., very 
fern. .crossdress, much  morelFriends  call 
me  Danielle.Write  to:Danny  Evans 
#090839, M.B.#824, Charlotte  Correctional 
Institute, 331 23  Oil  Well  Rd.,Punta  Gorda.FL 
33955 

I  am  a  Latin 

man, 29, 57, 160,dark, straight  hair  and 
black, sexy  eyes.Hobbies  are 
writing, reading, exercise  and  all  kinds  of 
music.l  speak  Spanish  and  English  and  will 
write  all.Harvey  Antonio  A.Perez 
#071108,N1N6,NY  State  Prison, Box 
747,Starke,NY32091 

Frustrated, deceived  by 
lover.  French/Arab,  25,  good-looking,  seeking 
penpal  who  has  known  heartache  and  is  a 
caring, loving  and  sincere  person. Prefer 
over  40;great  if  50+.Write:Arthur  Soucy 
#04538-067,  P.O.Box  1 000,  F.C.I.,  Oxford,  Wl 
53952 

Looking  for  someone  to  write  to.Gay  guy 
will  answer  all.Thanks.Write:William 
T.Smith  #30659>P.O.Box  607, Carson 
City.NV  89702 

Cuddly  WBiM, 26,1 80, 5'11, great 
health, getting  out  soon  and  looking  for 
someone  to  learn  and  love  with.Looking  for 
lasting  relationship.Please  write:  Mel  Long 
#804795, Box  B,Anamosa,IA  52205-0010 

BiWM, 35, doing  hard  time  in  prison  for 
the  first  time>Fresh  out  of  the  closet  and 
looking  for  intimate  relationship  through 
letters  and  phonecalls.Need 
advice.understanding  and  enjoy  writing 
long, intimate  letters;very  lonely  and 
depressed.  Write:Sherman  Jones  #1 081 95 
Dorm7-C47, Eastern  Kentucky  Correctional 
Complex, P.O. Box  636, West  Liberty, KY 
41472 

I  am  a  HIV  +  Bi-male  ,  with  no  outside 
contacts.  I  have  a  trade  in  auto  mechanics , 
and  custodial  service.  I  am  not  after  money 
or 

other  material  items.  I  just  want  some 
one  to  write  to,  that  may 

be  able  to  help  me  cope  with  life  as  it  is. 
Kenneth  H.  Lingar  286652 

SHUG-17  Wash  State  Pent,  P.O.  Box  520 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362-0520 

GWM  not  young  not  old  ,  would  like  to 
make  new  friends.  I  like  C&W  music,  walks 
on  the  beach,  and  through  the  park. 
Cuddeing,  and  old  cars.  I  also  like 
NAMBLA,  but  I  guess  we  have  lost  them.  I 
can  write 

prisoners.  Randy  P.  Meiburg.  387931 


Wynne.  Huntsville,  TX.  77349 

19  Y0.  ready  to  please.  Only  been  with 
another  man  four  times,  one  relationship. 
I'm  5FT  7IN  156LBS.  Slim,  stocky,  thick. 

Got  it  all  in  the  right  places.  Brown  hair, 
brown  eyes,  very  healthy.  Clean,  no 
diseases.  Write  me  if  your  out  there  big 
daddy.  No  prisoners  please.  Lloyd  Schafer 
8379193  Oregon  State  Penitentiary  2605 
State  Street  Salem,  OR  97310-0505 

Adventurous,  intellegent,  motivated, 
opportunistic,  uninhibited,  faithful  and 
devoted  to  the  right  one.  Are  you  that  one  7 
Lets  find  out.  I  have  three  years  to  do, 
maybe  less.  G.T.  ‘Tom’  Stewart.  D-97874, 
3-14-232, 480  ALTA  Road,  San  Diego,  CA. 
92179 

W/M  ,  Bi,  37, 6 FT  21/2  IN,  200  Lbs,  Lt  Br 
hair,  and  blue  eyes.  Recieves  no  mail  from 
the  outside,  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  any  one...  Will  answer  all.  Bobby  Gene 
McGuffey  92418,  E.K.C.C. 

Box  636  D-1-  AU2,  West  Liberty, 
KY.41472 

I  am  45  but  look  much  younger;1st  class 
runner  &  athlete. Amiable  w/Latin 
looks, 5'5,1 50, like  writing  poetry  &  short 
stories.Will  more  with  those  who  will 
write:Felix  Cardenas-Casanova 
#062246,Florida  State  Prison, P.O.Box 
749, Starke, FL  32091 

I  don't  have  family  on  the  outside  and 
need  someone  to  write  and  share  my 
feelings  with.Looking  for  friendship  not 
money. Want  to  write  to  Bi's.TV  or 
TS.Thanks  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart! 
Bennie  Lee  Smith  #071034, P.O.Box 
2000, F#01  .Calhoun  Correction 
Institution, Blountstown.FL  32424 

Big, black, beautiful  male  in  need  of  a 
sincere  friend. I'm  down  to 
earth, honest, very  open-minded  and  very 
lonely.Let's  get  acquainted.Joseph 
M. Eason, Central  Prison, 1300  Western 
Blvd., Raleigh, NC  27606 

Lonely  Prisoner:GBM  ,34,  seeks 
companionship  with  a  caring  person  25- 
40.Prefer  serious-minded, non-game- 
playing  person.Will  answer  all.AI  Jackson 
#1 92102, Box  1368, Mansfield, 0H44901 

I  am  a  So.Calif.  native, Cancer, R&R 
fan, liberal, Italian, wanting  to  re-connect  with 
the  real  world. Been  down  for  19  years  and 
haven't  had  any  mail  for  the  longest  time 
now.l'll  write  to  anyone  out  there.Please 
write  to:Frank  Ignazio  #047589, Marion 
Correctional  Institute, P.O.Box  158- 
■488-, Lowell  FL  32663 

My  name  is  Norman  ,33, 5'9, 165, prisoner 
in  need  of  penpals.l  would  be  more  than 
happt  to  write  Ladies  or  Guys  willing  to 
share  in  a  meaningful  correspondence.!  will 
answer  all.  Please  write: 

Norman  Goodloe  #22410,Westville 
Correctional  Center, P.O.Box  473,5- 
Dorm,Westville,IN  46391 

Black  male, 6', 198, would  like  to  meet  a 
person  who  is  sincere, with  a  kind 
heart, male  or  female.AII  who  write  will  get  a 
response.Your  photo  gets  mine.James 
Anthony  Harris  #88-A-3925,P.O.Box 
1 49  Attica, NY  14011 

I  am  26,bl/bl,6',145.Love  rock  and 
country  music, have  4  tattoo's. I'd  like  to 
meet  someone  up  to  24  y.o., white  and 
thin.who  wants  to  write  and  tell  me  about 
themself. Write  to:Michael  Kolkman, Lemon 
Creek  Correctional  Center, 2000  Lemon 
Creek  Road, Juneau, AK  99801 

I'm  a  nice-looking  Black  man, great 
body.5'8  with  the  strongest  sex  drive  a  man 
can  have  at  32!Looking  to  write 


22  Friday 

Caribou,  ME  ♦  Maine  Lesbian  &  Gaymen's 
Symposium  XIX  at  U.  of  Maine  at  Presque  Isle. 
Keynotes  by  David  Scondras,  Anne  Bishop. 
Entertainment  by  Tom  Wilson-Weinberg  and  others. 
Tennis  tournament,  lip-sync  &  voguelng  contest, 
display  of  The  Quilt.  Register  immediately.  Info: 
(207)  498-2088  tdd/voice 

New  York,  NY  ♦  Lesbian  Movie  Night  at  The  Center 
presents  Jockette  Night.  8pm,  208  W.  13th  St.  $6 
more  If/less  H.  Info:  (212)  620-7310 

Boston  ♦  “Zorro,  The  Gay  Blade,"  part  of  Friday 
night  video  series  at  Gay/Lesb.  Community  Ctr.,  338 
Newbury  St.,  2nd  fl.  7pm.  Info:  247-2927 

Somerville  ♦  DOB  Wild  Women  go  Texas  Two- 
Stepping.  Info:  262-3724. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Lesbian  Writers:  Janet  Aalfs, 
Chaia  Heller,  Susan  Stinson  read  poetry  &  prose. 
Women  only.  7pm.  Lunaria  Bookstore,  90  King  St. 
Info:  (413)  586-7851  v/tdd 

23  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  DOB  Wild  Women  attend  Art  and  Archi¬ 
tecture  tour  of  the  Boston  Public  Lbrary,  10:30am. 
Poss.  trip  to  Harpoon  Brewery  after.  Info:  262-3724. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  Singles  celebrate  Spring  rituals, 
7pm,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  BLAB,  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston, 
weekend  bklng  trip.  Info:  Marya  592-8671 

24  Sunday 

Portland,  OR  ♦  Homophobic  Violence  Reporting 
Line  advocates  meet  at  Lesbian  Community  Project 
office,  5:30pm.  For  an  advocate  volunteer  applica¬ 
tion:  (503)  223-0071.  Reporting  Line:  (503)  796- 
1703 

26  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  20-something  rap:  Open  discus¬ 
sion.  8pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

27  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council  monthly 
dinner  mtg.  w/guest  Dick  Sargent.  $20  mem- 
bers/$25  guests.  Resyinfo:  236-GBBC. 

Boston  ♦  Gay/Lesb/Bi  Architects  Network  get- 
together  w/Gay  Tradespeople,  7pm,  Gay  &  Lesb. 
Comm.  Ctr.  Into:  Camille  629-2351 .  Glno  247-1326 

29  Friday 

Springfield  ♦  ’F»xure  Dlrectlons/5-Yr.  Celebration," 
semlnar/panel  at  7-9pm,  Rm.  233,  Locklin  Hall, 
Springfield  College.  Free.  Accessible  by  elevator. 
Info:  James  Genascl:  (413)  748-3221. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  35  +/-  rap.  8pm,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  “Sex  and... In  the  '90s,"  workshop  for  gay 
men  (HIV+  &  men  of  color  esp.  encouraged)  at 
AAC,  131  Clarendon,  4th  fl.  Free.  Reg.  req.  Info: 
437-6200,  ext.  499. 

Philadelphia,  PA  ♦  Workshop  for  Nonviolence 
Trainers.  Led  by  George  Lakey,  thru  May  31.  $125- 
$250  sliding,  including  food,  simple  lodging.  Appli¬ 
cation  req.  Also,  June  1  Consultation  on  Cross-Cul¬ 
tural  Training,  $50  incl.  food.  Info:  (202)  729-7458. 

30  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  DOB  Wild  Women  visit  Newbury  St.  gal¬ 
leries.  Opt.  tea  at  the  Rltz  after.  Info:  287-8379  or 
262-3724. 

Boston  ♦  Intro  to  Swedish  Massage  for  HIV+  & 
friends,  9am-1pm,  Fenway  Community  Health  Ctr., 

7  Haviland  St.  $5.  Register  w/a  friend  in  advance: 
267-0900  X287. 

Boston  ♦  N.E.  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Veteran's 
general  membership  meeting.  St.  Patrick's  Day 
Parade  footage  will  be  shown.  1-3pm.  $2  donation 
appreciated.  For  Info  Cliff.  723-8127. 

30  Saturday 

Boston  4>  DOB  Wild  Women  visit  Newbury  St.  gal¬ 
leries.  Opt.  tea  at  the  Rltz  after.  Info:  287-8379  or 
262-3724. 

31  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  From  All  Walks  of  Life,  AIDS  pledge 
walk. Sponsored  by  AAC.  6-mile  walk  begins  at 
Boston  Common.  9am.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL 
interpreted.  (617)  424  WALK. 

3  June  Wed. 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  plan 
frequent  social  rides  of  about  20  miles. Planning 
meeting  7:30pm  For  Info  Cynle,  868-1845. 

6  Sunday 

Lowell  ♦  Woman's  Dance.  Come  and  enjoy  DJ 
Cindy.  VFW  Post  662,  190  Plain  St.  Door  opens 
7:30pm.  For  Mary,  (508)  441-9081  or  Ann,  (508) 
689-9396. 

8  Monday 

New  York,  NY  ♦  Craig  Camella:  benefit  appearance 
for  People  w/AIDS  Coalition.  8:00  pm  at  The 
Ballroom,  253  W.  28th  St.  $20  +  2-drink  min.  Info: 
(212)  532-0290;  res:  (212)  244-3005. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  40+  Lesbians.  Social  group  sponsoring 
potiucks.  billiards,  plays,  brunches,  new  members 
welcome.  For  more  info  891-3711,  599-4472. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers  (older  gay  men)  meets 
monthly.  Into:  262-8685. 

Cambridge  ♦  Swingtime.  Monthly  lesbian,  gay.  bi 
swing  dance  with  authentic  big  band  sound.  First 
Sal.  of  month.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 151 
Mss.  Ave.  8: 15- 9pm.  $6  includes  refreshments.  For 
more  Info  629-2219. 


Boston  ♦  BLOW  (Boston's  Leathermen  On 
Wheels).  New  social  club  for  gay  motorcyclists  now 
forming.  For  more  info  and  location  783-9296. 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45  pm.  at  Hatch  Shell;  Sun.  3:00pm. 
at  Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 

Boston  ♦  Two-Steppin'  for  AIDS."  Texas  Two-step¬ 
ping  and  line  dancing  for  the  HIV  positive  communi¬ 
ty  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  II.  Third  Saturdays, 
7:00-1 2:00pm.  Donations  go  to  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Info:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  pm. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6  pm.  338  Newbury  SI.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime — Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Bill 
Barnert  &  Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  pm  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also 
on  Cambridge  Cable  Channel  19,  Mondays,  7  pm; 
and  Somerville  Cable  Access  Channel  3,  Thurs¬ 
days,  9  pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Couples  Group,  llam-lpm 
last  Saturday  each  month,  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free.  For  Info:  Marcia  (508) 
531-8670  or  (617)  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Morgan  Memorial  Goodwill  Auction,  2nd 
Sat.  each  month.  Previews  9am,  Auctions  10am- 
1pm.  1010  Harrison  Ave.  Free.  Info:  445-1010. 

Cambridge  ♦  A  multicultural  story  hour  for  children 
aged  3-8.  Sponsored  by  FCHC  and  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group.  Third  Sat.  of  every  month.  Info: 
267-0900  ext  292. 

Sundays 

Woburn  ♦  Chiltern  Tennis  Assoc.  Meets  each  Sun. 
for  singles  and  doubles.  For  more  Info  (508)  670- 
0988. 

Boston  ♦  Pynk  Panther  Patrol  of  Greater  Boston 
general  meeting,  4:30pm  alternate  Sundays;  also 
3pm  defense  training  at  Boston  Common  nr.  Park 
St.  fountain.  Info:  499-9558 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Parents  of  Adolescents  support 
group  at  Fenway  Comm.  Health  Ctr.,  7  Haviland 
Street.  Last  Sun.  each  month,  Mar-May,  noon-2pm. 
Daycare  avail.  Adolesc.  meet  separately.  Info: 
Jenifer.  267-0900,  x282. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  pm 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  pm.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  pm; 
volleyball  6  pm  'til  dark.  $1 .  Info:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  pm.  Info:  Rev.  Tanls  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  pm.  247-2927. 

Concord,  NH  ♦  CAGLR  meets  2nd  Sundays, 
4:30pm,  3  Pleasant  St.,  2nd  fl.  Info:  PO  Box  816, 
Concord  03302-0816. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  am. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Norihampton  ♦  1992  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  Pride 
March  Steering  Committee  meets  2-5pm  at  The 
Family  Planning  Council's  3rd  floor  conference 
room.  Public  also  welcome.  Accessible.  Info,  dona¬ 
tions:  PO  Box  280,  Hadley,  MA  01035. 

Concord,  NH  ♦  United  Church  Coalition  for 
Gay/Lesb./Bis  meets  2nd  Sundays  at  First 
Congregational  Church,  N.  Main  St.  Worship  ser¬ 
vices  5pm  followed  by  potluck  supper.  Childcare 
provided. 

Concord,  NH  ♦  P-FLAG  support  session  3rd 
Sundays.  3-5pm,  First  Congregational  Church,  N. 
Main  St. 

Mondays 

Monadnock,  NH  ♦  P-FLAG  support  session  4th 
Mondays  7-8:30pm,  Keene  United  Church  of  Christ. 
Info:  (603)  772-3893 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  ACT  UP/NH.  Meets  Mondays. 
For  info/locations:  (603)  746-3923. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Lesbians'  Job  Search  Support 
Group.  1-2 :30pm  at  Crones'  Harvest,  761  Centre  St. 
Info:  Sally.  524-0725. 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  tor  PWA's  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church.  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime — Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Bill 
Barnert  S  Cynthia  Pape.  7  pm  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19.  Also  Saturdays,  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  7:30  pm  Channels  A3&A8;  and  Somervile 
Cable  Access  Channel  3,  Thursdays,  9  pm. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location:  Local  26.  58  Berkeley.  3rd  Floor. 


7:00  pm. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  pm.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  gl\  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  pm.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  pm.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  pm.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Cambridge  ♦  Partners/Lovers  or  Former 
Partners/Lovers  of  Incest  Survivors.  1st  and  3rd 
Mondays  each  month,  7-8:30pm,  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  Street.  Free.  For  more  info  354-8807. 

Amesbury  ♦  ACoA:  12-step  mtg.  for  adult  children 
of  alcohollcs/dysfunctional  families.  For  gays,  lesb., 
friends.  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  120  Main  St., 
7 -8:30pm.  Info:  Donna  (508)  388-3936,  Jano  (207) 
439-2092 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  (topics  vary)  7:30-9pm, 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free.  For  more 
info  354-8807  (TTY/voice) 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesb.  partners/lovers  or  former  part- 
ners/lovers  of  incest  survivors.  1st  8  3rd  Mondays, 
7-8:30pm  at  Womens  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Boston  ♦  “The  Woman  Poet."  Local  women  poets 
read  their  work  in  a  social  setting  every  Tuesday. 
7:30pm.  Donation  requested.  G/L  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  For  more  info  247-2927,  247-0579. 

Seacoast  NH  ♦  P-FLAG  support  session  1st  Tues. 
each  month  7:30-8:30pm,  Stratham  Community 
Church. 

Cambridge  ♦  Afternoon  bicycling  with  Outriders 
(Chiltern  Mountain  Club  cyclists).  Departs  Harvard 
Sq.  Info:  Bob,  266-3812. 

Framingham  ♦  Fram.  Regional  Alliance  of 
Gay/Lesb.  Youth  meets  1st  8  3rd  Tues.,  6-7:30pm 
at  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214  Concord  St.  Info: 
FRAGLY,  PO  Box  426,  Framingham  01701 . 

Somerville  ♦  Mtg.  w/Mayor’s  Liaison  to  les/gay/bl 
comunity  2nd  Tues  each  month  at  7pm,  167  Holland 
St.  Info:  Christopher  at  625-6600  X2400. 

Boston  ♦  Tefillat  Refuat  Hanefesh.  "Service  of  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul,"  for  Jewish  Patients,  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  healthcare  providers.  First  Tues.  of  month. 
6pm.  For  more  info  566-3960. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Meetings 
held  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  month.  Lindemann  Center, 
25  Staniford  St.  $2  donation.  8-1 0pm.  For  info  742- 
7897. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coaltion  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  Tues.  of  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House, 
566  Columbus  Ave.  For  more  info  424-6989. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Batucada  Belles  rehearsal.  Open 
to  women  of  color.  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  Centre 
St.  7-9pm.  For  more  info  864-5067. 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos.  C8S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 
Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30.  354- 
8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Eating  Awareness  and  Body  Image 
Group.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7- 
9pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap,  7-8:30pm  at  the 
Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free.  Info:  354-8807 
(tty/voice) 

Medford  Radio  ♦  Dyke  on  the  Mke  with  the  Noisy 
Nelly  Show  —  queer  radio.  WMFO  91.5FM.10am- 
12pm.  Tufts  U.  radio.  For  info  381-3800. 

Medford  ♦  "We  the  People" — with  feminist  Sheila 
Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  17G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap  (topics  vary)  7- 
8:30pm,  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Free.  For 
more  info  354-8807  (TTY/voice) 

Boston  ♦  Womyn-ldentified  Writing  Group: 
Poetry/short  stories.  Bring  copies  for  critiquing. 
7:30pm,  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  $1  donation. 
Accessible.  For  more  info  247-2927. 

Amherst  ♦  P-FLAG,  Pioneer  Valley  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  held  2nd  Tues.  of  month.  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  Parish  Hall.  6:30  pm.  For  info  (413)  532- 
4883. 

Boston  ♦  Beantown  Women's  Rugby  Club  practice 
Tues/Thurs  6:30-9pm.  All  levels.  For  more  Info: 
Teresa  at  787-3939/Laurie  at  623-2341  (Iv  msg). 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Regional  Alliance  of 
Gay/Lesb.  Youth  meets  2st  &  3rd  Tues.  each 
month,  6-7:30pm  at  The  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214 
Concord  St.  For  22  8  under.  Info:  FRAGLY,  PO  Box 
426,  Framingham  01701 . 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  Introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  Info. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  support  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6  pm.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  1o  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  pm. 
(800)  42-BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m, 
354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  AD  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  "Say  It  Sister — feminist,  gay-positive 
radio.  WMBR88.1  FM.  7pm. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+ . 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 


0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Sub6tance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Bo  It  wood  Wak.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Alanon  6:30-8pm  at  Women's 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Accessible.  Info:  354-8807 
(tty/voice). 

Cambridge  ♦  Ovary  Action,  a  Women's  Group  of 
Queer  Nation,  Invites  new  members.  2  Wed/month 
at  The  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354- 
8807  (tty/voice). 

Thursdays 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  AIDS  Response  of  the  Seacoast 
monthly  disc,  group  for  HIV-neg.  gay/bl  men,  third 
Thursdays,  7:30-9pm  at  ARS  office,  10  Vaughn 
Mall,  Suite  3.  Free.  Info:  David,  (603)  433-5377 

Boston  ♦  Gay/Lesb./Bi  Architects  Network,  third 
Thursdays,  6pm,  Architects  Bldg.,  52  Broad  St.  Info: 
Camille,  629-2351. 

Boston  ♦  HIV/Hollstic  Therapies  Support  Group  at 
Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.,  7-9pm. 
Info:  236-1012 

Worcester  ♦  "Face  the  Music."  A  radio  show  by  and 
for  lesbians.  WCUW  91.3  FM.  8-9pm.  Request  line, 
(508)  753-2284 

Boston  ♦  Queer  street  defense  training,  7-9pm  at 
Boston  Common  nr.  Park  St.  fountain.  Spons.  by 
Pynk  Panthers  of  Greater  Boston.  Info:  499-9558 
Somerville  ♦  Weekly  family-style  dinner  for  PWAs, 
HIV+  and  friends.  6:15pm,  College  Ave.  United 
Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St.  (corner  College 
Ave.)  Volunteers,  food/cash  donations  welcome. 
Info:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  Green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Beantown  Women's  Rugby  practice  (see 
Tues.  listing) 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About,  lesb.  social  grp., 
meets  7pm.  Location/info:  Keryn,  (603)  659-2139. 
Marshfield  ♦  HIV+  G/B  men's  support  group.  North 
River  Counseling  Ctr.,  7:-9:30  pm.  Info:  834-7433. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  Womyn-ldentified  Writing  Group:  Fiction, 
Non-Fection.  Bring  copies  for  critiquing.  7:30pm, 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  $1  donation. 
Accessble.  For  more  info  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  Alt  levels.  9  p.m.  Gnr  Bos.  rink.  Into: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights 
general  meeting.  2nd  &  4th  Thurs.  each  month. 
6:30-8pm.  The  Center,  Room  206,  338  Newbury  St. 
Info  828-3039 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime — Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Bill 
Barnert  &  Cynthia  Pape.  9  pm  Somerville  Cable 
Access  Channel  3.  Also,  7  pm  Mondays,  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19;  and  Saturdays,  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  7:30  pm  Channels  A3&A8. 

Boston  ♦  Gay,  Lesb.  &  BI  Architects'  Network 
meets  third  Thurs.  each  month,  6:00pm.  Architects' 
Bldg,  52  Broad  St.  RSVP  appreciated:  Camille,  629- 
2351. 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  coffee  night.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  AVe.,  7-9:30pm.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  of  the  National 
Writer's  Union.The  Center.  6-8pm.  338  Newbury  St. 
For  info  442-4693,  344-8096. 

Fridays 

New  Hampshire  ♦  New  Hamp.  Gay  Parents  meets 
3rd  Fridays.  Info:  (603)  527-1082. 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Provincetown  ♦  Safe  Sex  Brigade  and  Anti-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 
11:30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Info:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 

Danbury,  CT  ♦  Danbury  Area  Gay  Men's  Support 
Group.  312  Main  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  more  Info  (203) 
744-0104. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  The  Center. 
7pm.  $2  suggested  donation,  338  Newbury  St.  For 
Info  247-2927. 

Ongoing 

Lesbian  8  all-female  plays/one-acts  sought  for  1st 
Annual  Lesb.  Playwriting  Competition.  Winner 
receives  $200  =  production.  Script/resume  by  Nov. 
1,  1992:  Tlana  Lee,  Tribad  Prod.,  PO  Box  1745, 
Guemeville,  CA  95446. 

New  England  ♦  East  Coast  Female-to-Male 
(Transgender)  Group  rotates  monthly  meetings  In 
Boston.  Western  MA  and  Hartford,  CT  For 
days/locations:  Bet  (413)  584-7616,  Lonnie  (617) 
926-7691 .  Michael  (617)  522-5605. 

Wellesley  ♦  For  Info  on  events  spons.  by  Lesbian 
Alumnae  of  Wellesley,  write  LAW,  PO  Box  3183, 
Manchester,  NH  03105,  (508)  651-1066. 

Boston  ♦  Movie  Queens,  comedy  hit  covering  '30s 
Hollywood  to  ‘80s  Broadway,  at  Triangle  Theater, 
58  Berkeley  St.,  Wed. -Sat.  8  pm.,  June  3-27.  All 
seats  reserved  $15  (1st  Sat.  press  openings  $25, 
incl.  post-show  champagne  party  w/cast).  Tickets: 
Box  174,  105  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114.  Or  FaneuU 
Hall  Bostix,  or  Triangle  b.o.  after  7:00  pm,  eve.  of 
show.  Info:  426-3550. 

Milwaukee,  Wl  ♦  MGALA,  newly-formed  gay/les 
alumni  ass’n  of  Marquette,  welcomes  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Alt  correspondence  confidential:  MGALA,  PO 
Box  92722,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53202,  (414)  256-1347. 

Waltham  ♦  Benefit  raffle  tix  on  sale  now.  $50  each. 
Cash  prizes;  only  150  tickets  will  be  sold!  Drawing 
held  June  24.  Check  or  MO  w/SASE  to:  Support 
Comm,  for  Battered  Women,  PO  Box  24,  Waltham, 
MA  02254.  Info:  891-0724. 


Hi 


OUT  there 

At  last,  an  entire  festival  of  exciting  queer  theater  in  Boston! 


By  Christopher  Wlttke 

y  the  time  the  proverbial  curtain 
rings  down  on  the  upcoming  “OUT 
On  the  Edge  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Theater  Festival,”  the  world  of  Boston  the¬ 
ater  will  have  been  transformed.  “It’s  frus¬ 
trating  that  Boston  has  a  very  stodgy  reputa¬ 
tion  for  theater,”  Abe  Rybeck,  director  of  the 
festival  producer.  The  Theater  Offensive, 
told  GCN.  But  from  June  4-14,  The  Theater 
Offensive  will  diligently  chip  away  at  that 
stodginess  by  presenting  a  series  of  eight 
examples  of  daring  and  progressive  theater  at 
three  Boston/Cambridge  area  venues  (see  ad 
for  schedule,  p.  5). 

“Boston  is  the  only  major  city  in  the  coun¬ 
try  that  hasn’t  had  it’s  own  lesbian  and  gay 
theater  festival,”  Rybeck  explained.  So  The 
Theater  Offensive — which  produced  last 
year’s  hugely  successful  Boston  appearances 
by  San  Francisco’s  Porno  Afro  Homos,  as 
well  as  the  annual  Pure  PolyEsther  burlesque 
and  many  performances  by  hard-edged 
cabaret  stalwarts  Adult  Children  of 
Heterosexuals,  among  other  things — set  out 
to  create  a  festival  with  a  consciously  politi¬ 
cal  (and  cutting)  edge. 

“We  didn’t  want  to  call  the  festival  ‘multi¬ 
cultural’  because  that’s  what  the  community 
is,”  Rybeck  explained.  The  Theater 
Offensive  strives  to  have  a  vision  of  the  word 
“community”  that  encompasses  its  real 
diversity.  To  that  end,  “the  festival  really 
reflects  our  community’s  diversity.  People 
who  are  bored  with  the  typical  ‘lesbian  and 
gay’  things  will  be  delighted.  If  you’re  a  per¬ 
son  of  color,  the  ‘lesbian  and  gay’  in  the  fes¬ 
tival’s  name  won’t  mean  ‘white  lesbian  and 

gay.’ 

“We  think  there’s  a  big  lesbian  and  gay 
audience  that’s  bored  with  seeing  the  same 
mainstream  lesbian  and  gay  theater.  This  fes¬ 
tival  is  designed  to  give  insight  and  support 
to  all  sorts  of  different  voices.  It’s  been  very 
exciting  working  with  these  dynamite  groups 
from  out  West  and  developing  local  stuff.” 

Thomas  Grimes  attended  a  Theater 
Offensive-sponsored  workshop  with  the 
Porno  Afro  Homos  when  the  troupe  was  in 
town  with  its  Fust  show,  Fierce  Love.  Out  of 
that  workshop  came  Through  the  Fire,  which 
Grimes  is  co-writing  and  performing  in  with 
fellow  Bostonians  Jeff  Armstead  and  Craig 
Hickman.  The  show  will  make  its  debut  at 


the  festival. 

“We’re  experimenting  with  Through  the 
Fire"  Grimes  told  GCN,  “editing  as  we  go 
along.  We’re  having  a  ball  in  rehearsals,  cut¬ 
ting  up  big  time.  Of  course,  we’re  a  little  ner¬ 
vous.  It’s  something  new,  and  you  never 
know  how  a  particular  piece  about  gay  life  is 
going  to  be  received.” 

Through  the  Fire  is  described  as  “a  chore- 
odrama  which  explores  the  lives  of  three 
Black  gay  men  facing  a  world  of  homopho¬ 
bia  and  AIDS,  searching  for  affirmation  and 
self-love.”  According  to  Grimes,  who  was  a 
co-founder  of  the  Black  Folks  Theater 
Company,  Through  the  Fire  has  elements  of 
dance,  poetry  and  dramatic  monologues. 
“The  whole  festival  is  definitely  going  to  be 
a  monumental  thing.  Working  with  Brian 
Freeman  of  the  Porno  Afro  Homos  was  the 
impetus  for  our  piece,  and  we  definitely  pay 
tribute  to  him.  We  are  all  equally  honored  to 
share  the  bill  with  the  Porno  Afro  Homos 
[who  will  return  to  Boston  for  the  festival] 
because  they  helped  us  see  that  we  can  create 
right  here  and  said  a  message  to  the  Black 
gay  community. 

“The  three  of  us  don’t  have  a  name  yet,  as 
a  group,  but  depending  on  how  Through  the 
Fire  is  received,  maybe  we’ll  continue,” 
Grimes  said.  “All  of  the  pieces  in  the  show 
were  conceived  during  the  workshop  and  we 
have  enough  left  over  for  a  whole  other 
show.  We  were  writing  our  little  tushies  off,” 
he  explained. 

Greg-Eugoie’s  solo  show  You  Gotta  Keep 
on  Dancin’  also  got  its  start  at  the  workshop 
and  will  also  premiere  at  the  festival.  The 
show  is  described  as  “autobiographical 
African-American  male  tales  with  music 
that,  in  cabaret  tradition,  talk,  sing  and  dance 
the  coming  to  terms  with  life  as  a  Black  gay 
male.” 

When  asked  how  it  felt  to  spawn  such  a 
creative  outburst  in  one  short  visit  to  Boston, 
Porno  Afro  Homo  Brian  Freeman  told  GCN, 
“I  think  that’s  great.  We  kind  of  see  it  all 
over  the  country,  especially  in  the  Black  gay 
community.  It’s  making  itself  heard  in  many 
different  ways.  When  we  were  in  Boston,  we 


hit  a  nerve.  It  was  hard  to  keep  the  workshop 
focused  because  people  really  wanted  to  talk 
about  the  multiplicity  of  communities  they’re 
attached  to.”  Of  the  chance  to  see  the  fruits 
of  the  workshop’s  labor,  Freeman  said,  “  I 
think  it’s  going  to  be  wonderful  to  see  the 
guys  strut  their  stuff.  But  they  better  not  be 
too  good  and  steal  our  gigs!  It’s  what  I  live 
for  as  an  artist  and  an  activist.. when  you  can 
be  a  spark  for  others  to  do  it” 

The  Porno  Afro  Homos  will  be  bringing 
more  sparks  to  Boston  with  their  all-new 
show,  Dark  Fruit.  “We’re  looking  forward  to 
coming  back,”  troupe  member  Djola  Bernard 
Branner  told  GCN.  “It’s  really  like  coming 
home,  besides  the  fact  that  the  other  two 
guys  [Freeman  and  Eric  Gupton]  are  from 
Boston,  is  the  fact  that  we  get  to  see  all  of 
this  new  work  as  well  as  perform  Dark  Fruit. 
This  show  is  more  loosely  connected  than 
Fierce  Love,  the  stories  stand  on  their  own. 
But  they  all  deal  with  relationships  and  inti¬ 
macy  with  our  families  and  the  mainstream 
gay  community.  But  this  time  we  go  deeper, 
the  stories  are  longer.” 

Freeman  called  Dark  Fruit  "very  different 
than  Fierce  Love.  It’s  meant  to  be  more  seri¬ 
ous,  we  take  our  time  with  stuff  and  it’s  more 
complex.  Most  of  the  show  is  about  taboo 
subjects;  one  critic  said  we  dealt  with  things 
you  never  hear  about.” 

Rybeck  explained  that  many  of  the  festival 
presentations  deal  with  “so  many  areas  that 
mainstream  theater — even  gay  and  lesbian 
mainstream  theater — isn’t  covering.”  Among 
these  is  Randa  Downs’  one-woman  story  of 
incest.  In  My  Father’s  Bed.  The  piece  is 
described  as  “a  tour-de-force  that  uses  come¬ 
dy,  monologue,  character  shifting  and  bril¬ 
liant  theatrical  effects  to  lift  audiences 
beyond  tragedy  and  transport  them  to  healing 
and  revelation... without  pity  and  without  sen¬ 
timentality.” 

“We  also  wanted  to  feature  something 
youth-oriented,”  Rybeck  said.  “I  know  a  lot 
of  gay  parents,  and  a  lot  of  kids  with  lesbian 
and  gay  parents,  but  there  was  nothing  that 
speaks  to  their  experience.  So,  The  Theater 
Offensive  sponsored  a  playwriting  competi¬ 


tion  for  a  play  that  could  maybe  be  per¬ 
formed  in  high  schools.”  The  winning  entry 
in  the  Youth  Play  Competition  was  Gregory 
Gunter’s  Parents  Day,  described  as  a  “color¬ 
ful  musical  comedy  that  takes  place  the  day 
before  Parents  Day  at  a  junior  high  school.” 
The  play  touches  on  a  vast  array  of  family 
structures. 

Rybeck  will  perform  his  own  solo  show 
This  Is  Not  a  Test,  which  confronts  his  expe¬ 
riences  in  the  AIDS  crisis.  Audiences 
acquainted  with  Rybeck’s  decidedly  queer 
theatricality  can  rest  assured  that  the  song, 
shtick  and  tap  shoes  of  This  Is  Not  A  Test  are, 
um,  in  a  similar  vein.  Speaking  of  which,  at 
the  climax  of  this  show,  Rybeck  draws  his 
own  blood  for  an  HIV  antibody  test. 

San  Francisco  playwright/performer 
Catherine  Harrison  will  be  bringing  her 
groundbreaking  play  Permission  to  the  festi¬ 
val.  Based  on  Harrison’s  experiences  as  a 
professional  dominatrix,  the  show  “explores 
the  intersection  of  sex,  danger,  power  and 
gender.”  Harrison  told  GCN  that  she  has 
recently  brought  Permission  to  Toronto’s 
Queer  Culture  Festival  and  Buffalo’s 
Outrage  Festival  as  well  as  a  non-festival 
production  in  Philadelphia. 

Asked  to  describe  audience  reaction  to 
such  usually  unexplored  subject  matter, 
Harrison  said,  “Sometimes  the  lights  go  up  at 
the  end  and  some  people  just  sit  there  with 
their  mouths  open.  But  the  play  isn't  just 
about  sex  and  S/M,  it  goes  a  lot  deeper  than 
moat  things  about  this  subject  matter.  It  isn’t 
titillating,  it  goes  below  the  surface,  there’s  a 
lot  of  emotional  content.  People  who  like  to 
stay  in  a  little  box  about  their  identities  are 
going  to  be  uncomfortable.  The  play  is  chal¬ 
lenging  in  that  way. 

“It’s  also  a  challenge  structurally,  in  a  way 
that  hasn’t  been  done  before.  Basically,  it’s 
the  difference  between  gay  theater  and  queer 
theater.  Gay  theater  really  mimics  heterosex¬ 
ual  models  of  structure.  Queer  theater  mucks 
about  with  form,  structure  and  content  and 
says,  ‘So  what  about  the  rules?  Let’s  see 
what  can  be  new  and  exciting.’” 

Audiences  looking  for  new  and  exciting  •- 
queer  theater  in  Boston  no  longer  have  to 
venture  to  other  cities  to  find  it.  “The  people 
I  expect  to  come  are  people  who  want  to  see 
it  happen,”  Rybeck  said  of  the  festival’s 

Continued  on  page  10 


GAY/LESBIAN/HIV +  OWNED  &  OPERATED 


COMMUNITY 

PRESCRIPTION 

SERVICE 


A  Mail-Order  Pharmacy  &  AIDS  Information  Service 

1t800'677'4323 


9  am  to  9  pm  EST  M-F 


Community  Prescription  Service  (CPS)  saves  its  members  money 
on  prescriptions  by  waiving  co-payment  requirements  after  the 
deductible  is  met.  In  addition,  CPS  provides  a  vital  information 
resource  link  through  quarterly  packets  sent  to  all  CPS  members. 
The  quarterly  packets  include  newsletters,  articles,  press  releases 
and  other  data  from  AIDS  activist  organizations,  PWA  buyers' 
clubs,  research  groups,  pharmaceutical  companies  and  others. 
Membership  in  CPS  is  free  and  can  be  arranged  easily  by  calling 


1-800-677-4323. 


CAMBRIi 

The  best  in  live  entertairenent  continusi:  ^  ^ 

MARCH  IN  GAY  PRIDE  WITH  INDIGO!!! 

The  float  will  start  in  Cambridge  with  Lavender  Alliance 
and  then  join  the  Boston  Gay  Pride  Parade  at  the  * 
diaries  St.  crossover.  More  details  soonl  v 


l-8pm 


une  14th*  2- 

THEDAY  AFTER 

African  Latina  Asian  Native  American  ALANA  Spectrum  < 
in  celebration  of  Gay  Pride  will  be  holding  a  multicultural 
Gay  Pride  Brunch  upstairs  at  Indigo.  ’ d  , 
Enjoy  drumming,  singing,  poetry,  food,  etc...  for  only 
$5  plus  dating  afterwards  with  D  J  Christina 


ihlJiiltll!  1 1 


AS  REQUE! 

music  from  the  50s,  60s,  70s  and  I 
with  DJ.  Christina.  No  cover  til  1 0:30pm, 

$3.00  after  10:30pm 

In 

Alexis  Griswold's  Glass  Art  jm 

will  be  displayed  in  the  Indigo  Art  Gallery  during  the  month  of  May. 
Opening  reception  will  be  Friday,  May  8th  from  7-9pm 

NO  COVER  on  Thursdays 
NO  COVER  on  Fridays  &  Saturdays  'til 

_ _____ 


Thursday  4pm-2am,  Friday  4pm- 2am,  Saturday  9pm-2am 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  61 7.497.7200 


f:e  r  \ 


